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The timeline of the Globe Theatre is a fascinating journey through the evolution of one of the most
iconic theatres in the world. Located on the banks of the River Thames in London, the Globe Theatre
was instrumental in the development of English drama and is closely associated with the works of
William Shakespeare. From its inception in the late 16th century to its modern-day reconstructions,
the history of the Globe Theatre reflects the changing tides of culture, architecture, and society.

Origins and Construction

The Birth of the Globe Theatre (1599)

- 1590s: The roots of the Globe Theatre can be traced back to the establishment of the Lord
Chamberlain's Men, a prominent acting company in which William Shakespeare was a key member.
As the company gained popularity, they required a dedicated venue for their performances.
- 1598: The company decided to build their own theatre. The site was chosen on the south bank of
the Thames, near Southwark.
- 1599: The Globe Theatre was officially completed in the summer of 1599. Built using timber from
an earlier theatre, The Theatre, the Globe was a circular structure with a thatched roof and a central
open courtyard.

Architectural Features

The Globe Theatre is renowned for its unique architectural design, which included:

- Circular Shape: The theatre featured a circular design with a diameter of approximately 100 feet.
This design allowed for better acoustics and visibility.
- Open Courtyard: The pit, or yard, was open to the sky, allowing for natural light during
performances. It could accommodate up to 1,000 standing spectators.
- Three Levels of Seating: The theatre had three tiers of seating, providing various price points for
audiences.
- The Stage: The stage was thrust forward into the audience, and it featured a trapdoor for special
effects and a canopy supported by pillars.

Shakespeare and the Globe



Theatre of the People (1599-1613)

- 1599-1613: The Globe became the primary venue for many of Shakespeare's plays, including
"Hamlet," "Othello," "King Lear," and "Macbeth." The theatre was a hub of creativity, attracting
diverse audiences from different social classes.
- Performances: The plays were performed in the afternoon, relying on natural light. Actors were
predominantly male, with boys playing female roles.

The Great Fire and Reconstruction (1613)

- 1613: A significant event occurred during a performance of "Henry VIII" when a cannon used for
special effects misfired, igniting the thatched roof. The theatre was engulfed in flames, but
fortunately, there were no casualties.
- Reconstruction: The Globe Theatre was rebuilt within a year, reopening in 1614 with a tiled roof,
which was a safer alternative to thatch.

The Closure and Demolition

The Puritan Influence (1642)

- 1642: The English Civil War led to the closure of theatres, including the Globe. The Puritan
government, which took power, viewed theatre as immoral and a distraction from religious duties.
- 1644: The Globe Theatre was demolished by the Puritans, and the materials were sold off, marking
the end of an era for this iconic venue.

The Globe Theatre's Legacy

18th and 19th Century Interest

- Restoration of Theatrical Culture: With the restoration of the monarchy in 1660, theatre returned
to England. Yet, the original Globe Theatre remained lost to history.
- Romantic Revival: In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, there was a resurgence of interest in
Shakespeare and the theatre, leading to various efforts to commemorate the Globe.

20th Century Reconstructions

- 1949: The Globe was officially recognized, and a replica was proposed. Although the original site
had been lost, efforts began to recreate the Globe Theatre experience.



- 1997: The modern reconstruction of the Globe Theatre, known as Shakespeare's Globe, was
completed and opened to the public. This facility was designed to closely resemble the original
theatre.

The Modern Globe Theatre

Shakespeare's Globe Today

- Architecture: The new Globe Theatre was built with traditional materials and techniques, including
a thatched roof, wooden beams, and a circular design.
- Performances: The modern Globe offers performances of Shakespeare's plays and other works,
maintaining the spirit of the original theatre. It also serves as an educational center for those
interested in Shakespearean drama.

Visitor Experience

- Tours: The Globe Theatre offers guided tours, allowing visitors to explore the theatre's history,
architecture, and the life of Shakespeare.
- Exhibitions: The venue features exhibitions that delve into the Elizabethan theatrical world,
including costumes, props, and historical artifacts.
- Education Programs: The Globe provides educational programs for schools and the public,
fostering a deeper understanding of Shakespeare's works and their relevance today.

Significance and Cultural Impact

The Globe Theatre remains a symbol of artistic achievement and cultural heritage. Its contributions
to literature and drama have left an indelible mark on the world.

Influence on Theatre

- Innovations: The Globe Theatre influenced the design of modern theatres, particularly in how they
engage audiences and utilize space.
- Revival of Interest in Shakespeare: The ongoing performances at the Globe have rekindled interest
in Shakespeare's works, making them accessible to new generations.

Global Recognition

- Cultural Landmark: Shakespeare's Globe is recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage site and
attracts millions of visitors each year.



- International Performances: The Globe’s approach to Shakespeare has inspired theatre companies
around the world, leading to numerous adaptations and performances globally.

Conclusion

The timeline of the Globe Theatre illustrates a rich history filled with creativity, tragedy, and revival.
From its early days as a vibrant hub for Elizabethan drama to its modern incarnation as an
educational and cultural landmark, the Globe Theatre is a testament to the enduring power of
storytelling and the arts. William Shakespeare's legacy continues to thrive within its walls, making it
a cherished symbol of theatre's enduring significance in human culture. As such, the Globe Theatre
remains not only a historical site but also a living theatre that continues to inspire and educate
audiences about the world of Shakespeare and the magic of live performance.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Globe Theatre originally built?
The Globe Theatre was originally built in 1599.

What significant event happened to the Globe Theatre in
1613?
In 1613, the Globe Theatre was set on fire during a performance of Henry VIII.

When was the Globe Theatre rebuilt after the fire?
The Globe Theatre was rebuilt in 1614 after the fire.

When was the Globe Theatre closed by the Puritans?
The Globe Theatre was closed by the Puritans in 1642.

When was the modern reconstruction of the Globe Theatre
completed?
The modern reconstruction of the Globe Theatre, known as Shakespeare's Globe, was completed in
1997.
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