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Tinker v. Des Moines iCivics Answer Key is a critical case in the landscape
of American law and education, particularly regarding students' rights and
free speech. The case originated in 1965 when a group of students in Des
Moines, Iowa, decided to wear black armbands to school in protest of the
Vietnam War. The school authorities, concerned that the armbands would
provoke disturbances, preemptively banned them. The students, including Mary
Beth Tinker, John Tinker, and Christopher Eckhardt, wore the armbands
regardless and were subsequently suspended. This case eventually reached the
Supreme Court, which delivered a landmark ruling that has since informed the
understanding of students' First Amendment rights in schools. This article
will delve into the details of the case, its implications, and how it relates
to the iCivics curriculum, providing an answer key for educators and
students.

Background of Tinker v. Des Moines

The Context of the Vietnam War
The Vietnam War was a contentious issue in the 1960s, leading to widespread
protests across the United States. Many Americans, including students, felt
it was their civic duty to voice their opposition. The Tinker case is
emblematic of this spirit of activism among youth during a turbulent time in
American history.

The Incident at Des Moines
In December 1965, students in Des Moines planned to wear black armbands to
school as a silent protest against the war and to support a ceasefire. The
school administration, foreseeing potential disruptions, created a policy
prohibiting the wearing of these armbands. Despite knowing the policy, the
Tinker siblings and Eckhardt wore their armbands on December 16, leading to
their suspension. Their actions raised fundamental questions about the limits
of free speech in public schools.

The Legal Journey

The Initial Lawsuit
The students, with the support of their parents, filed a lawsuit against the
Des Moines Independent Community School District. They argued that their
First Amendment rights had been violated. The district court ruled in favor
of the school, asserting that the armbands could disrupt the educational
process.



The Appeal to the Supreme Court
The case was appealed to the Supreme Court, which heard oral arguments on
November 12, 1968. The core question was whether the school’s actions
constituted a violation of the students' free speech rights under the First
Amendment.

The Supreme Court Decision
On February 24, 1969, the Supreme Court delivered a 7-2 decision in favor of
the Tinker students. Justice Abe Fortas, writing for the majority, stated
that students do not "shed their constitutional rights to freedom of speech
or expression at the schoolhouse gate." The court emphasized that the
armbands were a form of symbolic speech and did not pose a substantial
disruption to the educational environment.

Implications of the Ruling

Impact on Students’ Rights
The Tinker case is often cited as a pivotal moment in the expansion of
students' rights, setting a precedent that students have the right to express
their opinions as long as it does not interfere with the operation of the
school.

Subsequent Cases
Following Tinker, several other cases have further defined the boundaries of
student speech, including:

1. Bethel School District v. Fraser (1986): The court upheld the suspension
of a student for delivering a lewd speech at a school assembly, emphasizing
that schools have the authority to limit vulgar and lewd speech.

2. Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (1988): The court ruled that
schools could censor school-sponsored student publications if the censorship
is related to legitimate pedagogical concerns.

3. Morse v. Frederick (2007): The court upheld the suspension of a student
who displayed a banner reading "BONG HiTS 4 JESUS" during a school event,
ruling that schools may take steps to safeguard students from messages that
promote illegal drug use.

Tinker v. Des Moines in Education: The Role of
iCivics

Understanding iCivics
iCivics is an educational platform founded by former Supreme Court Justice



Sandra Day O'Connor aimed at promoting civic education among students. The
platform provides resources, games, and lesson plans that engage students in
learning about their rights and responsibilities as citizens.

Relevance of Tinker v. Des Moines in iCivics
Curriculum
The Tinker case is often featured in iCivics lessons, helping students
understand the significance of the First Amendment and the balance between
individual rights and school authority. Key concepts covered include:

- The First Amendment rights of students.
- The role of the judiciary in interpreting laws.
- The importance of civic engagement and activism.

Answer Key for iCivics Activities Related to
Tinker v. Des Moines

The following is a sample answer key for common iCivics activities relating
to Tinker v. Des Moines. Educators can utilize this to facilitate discussions
and reinforce learning objectives.

Sample Questions and Answers

1. What was the primary issue in Tinker v. Des Moines?
- The primary issue was whether the school district's policy prohibiting the
wearing of armbands violated the students' First Amendment rights to free
speech.

2. What was the Supreme Court's ruling in this case?
- The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the students, stating that their
symbolic speech did not substantially disrupt the educational process.

3. How did the ruling in Tinker v. Des Moines impact student rights?
- The ruling established that students have the right to express themselves
in schools as long as their actions do not cause substantial disruption.

4. List two subsequent cases that built upon the Tinker ruling.
- Bethel School District v. Fraser (1986) and Hazelwood School District v.
Kuhlmeier (1988).

5. Why is Tinker v. Des Moines considered a landmark case?
- It is considered a landmark case because it set a precedent for students'
rights regarding free speech in schools and clarified the balance between
student expression and school authority.

Conclusion
Tinker v. Des Moines remains a cornerstone case in the discussion of
students' rights and free speech within the educational system. Its legacy
continues to influence legal interpretations and educational policies across



the United States. Through platforms like iCivics, students can engage with
this history, understanding their rights and the importance of civic
participation. As future generations navigate the complexities of their
rights and responsibilities, the lessons from Tinker v. Des Moines will
undoubtedly remain relevant. Understanding the balance between personal
expression and social responsibility is essential for fostering informed and
engaged citizens in a democratic society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Tinker v. Des Moines
case?

Tinker v. Des Moines is a landmark Supreme Court case that established the
constitutional rights of students in public schools, affirming their right to
free speech under the First Amendment.

What event led to the Tinker v. Des Moines case?

The case arose when students Mary Beth Tinker, her brother John, and
Christopher Eckhardt wore black armbands to school to protest the Vietnam
War, leading to their suspension.

What was the Supreme Court's ruling in Tinker v. Des
Moines?

The Supreme Court ruled in a 7-2 decision that the students had the right to
wear the armbands, stating that their actions were a form of symbolic speech
protected by the First Amendment.

How did the Tinker v. Des Moines case impact student
rights?

The ruling reinforced that students do not lose their First Amendment rights
at the schoolhouse gate, setting a precedent for future cases involving
student expression.

What was the dissenting opinion in Tinker v. Des
Moines?

The dissenting justices argued that the school officials had the authority to
prevent disturbances and that the armbands could disrupt the educational
environment.

What legal precedent did Tinker v. Des Moines
establish?

Tinker v. Des Moines established the precedent that student speech cannot be
suppressed unless it causes a material and substantial disruption to the
school's operations.



What does the phrase 'symbolic speech' refer to in
the context of Tinker v. Des Moines?

Symbolic speech refers to actions that express opinions or messages, such as
wearing armbands, which the Supreme Court recognized as a protected form of
speech.

How does Tinker v. Des Moines relate to current
issues of student expression?

The case continues to influence discussions on student rights, such as
freedom of expression on social media, dress codes, and protests within
schools.

What were the reactions from the public and schools
after the Tinker v. Des Moines ruling?

The ruling was met with mixed reactions; some praised it as a victory for
student rights, while others were concerned about the implications for school
discipline and authority.

What resources are available for students to learn
more about Tinker v. Des Moines?

Students can explore educational resources on platforms like iCivics, which
provide interactive lessons, case studies, and simulations related to the
Tinker v. Des Moines case.
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