titans general manager history

Titans General Manager History is a fascinating journey through the evolution of one of the NFL's most
intriguing franchises. The Tennessee Titans, originally established as the Houston Oilers in 1960, have
undergone significant transformations over the decades, particularly in their leadership structure. The role
of the general manager (GM) has been critical in shaping the team's roster, culture, and overall success. This
article delves into the history of Titans' general managers, examining their contributions, challenges, and

the impact they've had on the franchise.

Early Years: The Houston Oilers Era

The origins of the Titans can be traced back to the Houston Oilers, one of the eight original teams in the
American Football League (AFL). The team's first general manager, Jerry Jones, played a crucial role in

building the franchise during its early years.

The Foundations of Leadership

1. Jerry Jones (1960-1961):

- The first GM of the franchise, Jerry Jones, focused on laying the groundwork for a competitive team.

- Jones was instrumental in the Oilers' early success, which included winning the AFL Championship in
1960.

2. Bud Adams (1960-1996):
- The owner and founder of the Oilers, Bud Adams took on a more hands-on role in team management.
- Adams made key decisions regarding player acquisitions, coaching staff, and overall team strategy, setting

the tone for the franchise's future.

The Transition to Tennessee

In 1997, the Oilers relocated to Tennessee, where they would eventually be rebranded as the Titans. This

transition marked a new era for the franchise, with new leadership emerging.

Establishing a New Identity

1. Jeff Fisher (1994-2010):



- Although not a GM, Fisher's tenure as head coach coincided with significant management changes and
heavily influenced team direction.
- Fisher's collaboration with GMs during his time was crucial for drafting and developing players, leading

to a Super Bowl appearance in 1999.

2. Floyd Reese (1994-2006):
- Serving as the GM while Fisher was the head coach, Reese was known for his keen eye for talent.
- His most notable achievement was the selection of key players such as Eddie George and Steve McNair,

who became cornerstones of the franchise.

The Modern Titans: Shaping Success

As the Titans settled into their new home, the role of the general manager evolved further. The 2000s and

2010s saw a series of GMs who would shape the franchise into a competitive team.

The 2000s: A Decade of Change

1. Mike Reinfeldt (2006-2013):

- Reinfeldt took over after Reese and focused on rebuilding the team post-2008, when the Titans had a
successful 13-3 season but fell short in the playoffs.

- Under his management, the Titans made several key acquisitions, including wide receiver Kenny Britt

and running back Chris Johnson, who would go on to have standout seasons.

2. Ruston Webster (2012-2015):
- Webster faced tough challenges as the Titans struggled to find consistency during his tenure.
- Despite some successful draft picks, including linebacker Avery Williamson, the team failed to reach the

playoffs, leading to a change in management.

Revitalization and Rebuilding

1. Jon Robinson (2016-Present):
- Robinson took the helm as GM in 2016, ushering in a new era for the Titans.
- He is credited with several successful drafts and trades that significantly improved the team's

competitiveness. Notable moves include:

- Selecting quarterback Marcus Mariota with the second overall pick in the 2015 NFL Draft (pre-Robinson).
- Trading for running back Derrick Henry, who has become a key player in the Titans' offense.

- Drafting offensive lineman Jack Conklin and wide receiver A.J. Brown, both of whom contributed to the



team's success.

2. Coaching Changes:

- Robinson's collaboration with head coach Mike Vrabel has been pivotal. Together, they have fostered a
strong team culture and competitive spirit.

- The duo led the Titans to the AFC Championship game in 2019, marking a significant achievement for

the franchise.

Challenges and Triumphs

Throughout the history of the Titans, general managers have faced various challenges, from navigating the

complexities of the salary cap to making tough decisions about player contracts.

Key Challenges Faced by GMs

1. Inconsistent Performance:
- The Titans have experienced several ups and downs, making it difficult for GMs to maintain a
competitive roster.

- Balancing the need for immediate success with long-term development has been a constant struggle.

2. Injury Management:
- Injuries to key players, such as Marcus Mariota and others, have forced GMs to adapt their strategies
rapidly.

- Building depth in the roster has become a priority to mitigate the impact of injuries.

3. Changing NFL Landscape:

- The evolution of the NFL, including shifts in offensive and defensive strategies, has required GMs to be
forward-thinking in their decisions.

- Adapting to new trends, such as the importance of mobile quarterbacks and versatile offensive weapons,

has been essential.

Impact on the Franchise

The role of the general manager is integral to the success of any NFL franchise, and the Titans are no
exception. The decisions made by GMs have long-lasting effects on the team's performance and overall

culture.



Successes and Achievements

1. Playoff Appearances:
- Under the leadership of various GMs, the Titans have made multiple playoff appearances, with a notable
run in the late 1990s and again in 2017 and 2019.

- Each playoff run has contributed to the franchise's identity and fan engagement.

2. Building a Competitive Roster:

- The collective efforts of Titans’ GMs have resulted in a roster that has the potential to compete at a high
level.

- Investments in the draft, free agency, and trades have led to the development of star players who have

made significant impacts on the field.

3. Cultural Influence:

- The leadership styles of various GMs have shaped the culture of the Titans. From the gritty, hard-nosed
approach of Jeff Fisher to the modern, analytical mindset of Jon Robinson, each GM has left a mark.

- The emphasis on teamwork, resilience, and a strong work ethic has become synonymous with the Titans

franchise.

Conclusion

The history of Titans general manager history is a testament to the evolving nature of NFL leadership and
the importance of strategic decision-making. From the early days of the Houston Oilers to the present-day
Titans, each GM has played a crucial role in shaping the franchise's identity and success. As the team
continues to grow and adapt to the challenges of the modern NFL, the legacy of its general managers will
remain an integral part of its story. The journey of the Titans is far from over, and the impact of future

GMs will be pivotal as the franchise seeks to reclaim its place among the elite teams in the league.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘Who was the first general manager of the Tennessee Titans?

The first general manager of the Tennessee Titans was Floyd Reese, who held the position from 1999 to
2006.

‘What significant changes did general managers bring to the Titans roster



over the years?

General managers have played key roles in drafting franchise players, making trades, and managing salary

cap space, significantly impacting the team's competitiveness and playoff appearances.

How did Jon Robinson's tenure as general manager influence the Titans?

Jon Robinson, who served as general manager from 2016 to 2022, was instrumental in building a playoff-
contending team through strategic drafts, including selecting key players like Derrick Henry and A.J.

Brown.

‘What challenges have Titans general managers faced throughout their
history?

Challenges have included managing player contracts, navigating injuries, and rebuilding the team during

periods of poor performance while trying to maintain fan support and financial stability.

How have the Titans' general managers been involved in coaching
decisions?

General managers have significant influence over coaching decisions, often collaborating on hiring
processes, evaluating coaching staff performance, and aligning the coaching philosophy with the team's

roster strategy.

What impact did the move to Nashville have on the general manager's

role?

The move to Nashville from Memphis in 1997 shifted the general manager's focus to building a local fan

base, enhancing community relations, and establishing the team's identity in the new market.

What recent trends in player management have Titans general managers
adopted?

Recent trends include a focus on analytics for player evaluation, prioritizing youth and speed in roster
construction, and investing in developing talent through the draft rather than relying solely on free

agency.
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