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TNTC Philippians: An Introduction and Commentary Tyndale Commentaries Series is a
comprehensive resource for anyone seeking to deepen their understanding of the Apostle
Paul’s letter to the Philippians. This commentary is part of the renowned Tyndale
Commentaries series, which has been a trusted source for biblical scholarship since its
inception. The poignant themes of joy, partnership, and the centrality of Christ make the
Epistle to the Philippians a profound letter for both ancient and contemporary audiences.
This article will explore the context, purpose, structure, key themes, and significance of the
Tyndale New Testament Commentary on Philippians.

Context of the Letter

Historical Background
The Epistle to the Philippians is one of Paul’s prison letters, written during his incarceration
in Rome around AD 61. The city of Philippi was a prominent Roman colony in Macedonia,
established by Philip II of Macedon and later populated by veterans of the Roman army. The
Philippian church was founded by Paul during his second missionary journey, as recorded in
Acts 16.

Key characteristics of the Philippian church included:
- A diverse membership, including Lydia, a wealthy merchant; a formerly possessed slave
girl; and a Roman jailer.
- Strong support for Paul’s ministry, even sending financial aid during his imprisonment.
- A close-knit community with a strong sense of identity and loyalty.

Purpose of the Letter
Paul’s letter to the Philippians serves multiple purposes:
1. Thanksgiving: To express gratitude for the financial support received from the
Philippians.
2. Encouragement: To encourage them in their faith despite external pressures and internal
conflicts.
3. Exhortation: To urge unity within the church and emphasize the importance of humility
and selflessness, following the example of Christ.

Structure of the Commentary



The TNTC Philippians: An Introduction and Commentary is organized in a way that allows
readers to engage with the text both critically and devotionally. The commentary typically
includes the following elements:

- Introduction: Provides background information on the author, audience, and situation of
the letter.
- Textual Analysis: Breaks down the letter verse by verse, offering insights into the Greek
text and its implications.
- Theological Reflection: Discusses the theological themes present in the text and their
relevance for contemporary readers.
- Application: Offers practical applications for modern believers, connecting the ancient text
to present-day faith and practice.

Overview of Each Chapter
1. Chapter 1: Paul expresses gratitude for the Philippians and reflects on his imprisonment
as a means of gospel advancement.
2. Chapter 2: This chapter contains the famous Christ Hymn (Philippians 2:5-11) and
emphasizes humility and unity among believers.
3. Chapter 3: Paul warns against false teachers and emphasizes the importance of knowing
Christ and the surpassing value of faith.
4. Chapter 4: Paul concludes with exhortations to rejoice, pray, and focus on whatever is
true, noble, and right.

Key Themes in Philippians

The commentary delves deeply into several key themes that arise throughout the letter:

Joy and Rejoicing
One of the most notable aspects of Philippians is its emphasis on joy. Paul uses the word
"joy" or "rejoice" frequently, demonstrating that true joy transcends circumstances. The
commentary explores how Paul’s joy was rooted in his relationship with Christ and the
partnership he had with the Philippians.

Partnership in the Gospel
The concept of partnership is pivotal in Philippians, particularly in the context of mutual
support for the spread of the gospel. Paul highlights the importance of community and
cooperation in advancing God’s kingdom. The commentary reflects on the ways believers
today can engage in partnership for ministry.

Christ-Centered Living
Central to Paul’s teaching is the call to live a life that reflects the character of Christ. The



commentary emphasizes the significance of the Christ Hymn in Philippians 2, which serves
as a model for humility and service. It encourages readers to embody these qualities in
their daily lives.

Perseverance in Suffering
Paul’s own suffering serves as a backdrop for this letter, and he encourages the Philippians
to remain steadfast in their faith despite trials. The commentary examines how suffering
can lead to spiritual growth and a deeper reliance on God.

Significance of the Tyndale Commentary

The TNTC Philippians commentary is significant for its scholarly rigor and accessibility. Its
strengths include:

- Clarity: The authors present complex theological concepts in a clear and understandable
manner, making it suitable for both scholars and lay readers.
- Balanced Approach: The commentary offers a balance between exegesis and practical
application, ensuring that readers not only understand the text but also know how to apply
its teachings in their lives.
- Rich Resources: It includes extensive footnotes and bibliographies, guiding readers to
further study and exploration of the text.

Conclusion

In summary, TNTC Philippians: An Introduction and Commentary Tyndale Commentaries
Series is an invaluable resource for anyone seeking to explore the depths of Paul’s letter to
the Philippians. Its rich exegetical insights, coupled with theological reflections and practical
applications, make it a must-have for pastors, teachers, and students of the Bible. By
studying Philippians through this lens, readers are invited into a journey of joy, partnership,
and Christ-centered living, all of which resonate profoundly in today’s world. As such, this
commentary not only enriches one’s understanding of the text but also encourages a
transformative engagement with the message of the Apostle Paul.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the focus of 'TNTC Philippians: An Introduction
and Commentary' in the Tyndale Commentaries series?
The book provides an in-depth analysis and commentary on the Epistle to the Philippians,
exploring its themes, historical context, and theological implications.



Who is the author of 'TNTC Philippians'?
The commentary on Philippians in the Tyndale series is authored by A. J. H. McGowan, who
offers scholarly insights into the text.

What are the main themes discussed in the Philippians
commentary?
Key themes include joy in suffering, the nature of Christian fellowship, the importance of
humility, and the implications of living a Christ-centered life.

How does 'TNTC Philippians' approach the cultural
context of the Philippian church?
The commentary examines the socio-political environment of Philippi, including its Roman
identity and how this influenced the early Christian community.

Is 'TNTC Philippians' suitable for both scholars and lay
readers?
Yes, the commentary is accessible for lay readers while also providing rigorous scholarship
that appeals to academics and theologians.

What unique features does 'TNTC Philippians' offer
compared to other commentaries?
It combines thorough textual analysis with practical applications, focusing on how the
teachings of Philippians relate to contemporary Christian life.

How does the commentary address the concept of joy in
the book of Philippians?
The commentary highlights how joy is a central theme in Philippians, emphasizing that true
joy is rooted in one's relationship with Christ, regardless of circumstances.

What is the significance of the introduction section in
'TNTC Philippians'?
The introduction provides essential background information, including authorship, date,
purpose, and the historical context of the Philippian church.

Does 'TNTC Philippians' include practical applications
for modern readers?
Yes, the commentary includes practical applications that help readers relate the biblical
text to their own lives and challenges.



How does 'TNTC Philippians' contribute to
understanding Pauline theology?
It offers insights into Paul's theological perspectives, particularly regarding grace, faith, and
the implications of the gospel for community living.
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