to kill a mockingbird racism quotes and
page numbers

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee is a profound exploration of racial injustice and
moral growth set in the racially charged atmosphere of the American South during the
1930s. Through the eyes of young Scout Finch, Lee delves into the complexities of human
behavior, emphasizing themes of prejudice, empathy, and the loss of innocence. This
article will highlight significant quotes related to racism from the novel, along with their
corresponding page numbers, to better understand the impact of racism in the storyline
and its relevance to contemporary society.

Understanding Racism in the Context of the Novel

The narrative of To Kill a Mockingbird is anchored in the fictional town of Maycomb,
Alabama, where the social hierarchy is heavily influenced by race. The book presents a
microcosm of societal attitudes towards African Americans and the systemic racism that
pervades the legal system. Key characters such as Atticus Finch, Tom Robinson, and
Mayella Ewell represent various facets of this struggle, showcasing the moral dilemmas
and harsh realities faced by individuals in a racially divided society.

Key Quotes on Racism

Here are some of the most impactful quotes from To Kill a Mockingbird that illuminate the
theme of racism, along with their page numbers based on the commonly used editions.

“The one thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a person’s conscience.”
Page 140

This quote by Atticus Finch highlights the importance of individual morality over
societal norms. It serves as a reminder that standing against racism requires
personal conviction, even when it goes against the prevailing attitudes of the
community.

“] wanted you to see what real courage is, instead of getting the idea that
courage is a man with a gun in his hand. It’s when you know you’re licked
before you begin, but you begin anyway and see it through no matter what.”

Page 149

Atticus imparts this lesson to Jem, illustrating that true courage lies in fighting for



justice, even when the chances of success are slim. This sentiment is particularly
relevant in the context of defending Tom Robinson against racially motivated
accusations.

“But there is one way in this country in which all men are created
equal—there is one human institution that makes a pauper the equal of a
Rockefeller, the stupid man the equal of an Einstein, and the ignorant man
the equal of any college president. That institution, gentlemen, is a court.”

Page 205

In his closing argument during the trial of Tom Robinson, Atticus expresses his belief
in the justice system as a leveler in society. However, this ideal is challenged
throughout the trial, exposing the deep-seated racism that influences the verdict.

“This case is based on a evil assumption—the assumption that all Negroes
lie, that all Negroes are immoral beings, that all Negro men are not to be
trusted around our women.”

Page 220

Atticus confronts the prejudiced views held by many in Maycomb, emphasizing that
the accusations against Tom Robinson stem from deeply ingrained racist stereotypes
rather than factual evidence.

“As you grow older, you’ll see white men cheat black men every day of your
life, but let me tell you something and don’t you forget it—whenever a white
man does that to a black man, no matter who he is, how rich he is, or how
fine a family he comes from, that white man is trash.”

Page 220

This poignant statement from Atticus captures the essence of moral integrity and the
need to confront and reject racism in all its forms. It serves as a guiding principle for
Jem and Scout as they navigate their understanding of morality.

“I’'m no idealist to believe firmly in the integrity of our courts and in the jury
system—that is no ideal to me, it is a living, working reality.”

Page 205

This quote reflects Atticus’s faith in the judicial system, which ultimately becomes a
critical point of contention as the trial unfolds, revealing the imperfections and
biases that plague it.



Impact of Racism on Characters and Society

The characters in To Kill a Mockingbird are profoundly affected by the racism that
pervades their lives, shaping their identities, relationships, and moral compasses. Here
are some key ways in which racism impacts the characters:

e Atticus Finch: As a lawyer and moral beacon, Atticus represents the fight against
injustice. His defense of Tom Robinson exposes him and his family to hostility and
ridicule from the community.

e Tom Robinson: A black man falsely accused of raping a white woman, Tom
symbolizes the victims of systemic racism. His trial serves as a reflection of the deep-
seated prejudices of Maycomb, leading to tragic consequences.

¢ Scout Finch: Through her innocent perspective, Scout witnesses the harsh realities
of racism. Her journey from innocence to understanding reflects the societal
challenges of confronting prejudice.

e Jem Finch: Jem’s coming-of-age experience is marked by his realization of the
injustice faced by Tom Robinson and the hypocrisy of the adult world, leading to a
loss of innocence.

e Mayella Ewell: As a white woman who falsely accuses Tom, Mayella represents the
intersection of class and race. Her actions are driven by fear and societal pressures,
illustrating the complexities within her character.

Racism's Relevance Today

The themes of racism in To Kill a Mockingbird continue to resonate in contemporary
society. The injustices faced by Tom Robinson parallel modern-day racial disparities,
making the novel a timeless piece of literature that prompts readers to reflect on their
own beliefs and actions. The quotes highlighted above serve as powerful reminders of the
ongoing struggle against racism and the importance of empathy and moral courage.

Conclusion

To Kill a Mockingbird remains a seminal work that addresses the corrosive effects of
racism through the lens of personal and societal conflict. The quotes presented illustrate
the novel's commitment to exploring these themes and challenge readers to examine their



own views on justice and equality. As we reflect on the characters and their experiences,
we are reminded of the importance of standing up against racism and striving for a more
just society. Through understanding and discussion, we can honor the lessons of this
classic novel and work towards a world that embodies the ideals of fairness and
compassion for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a significant quote about racism from 'To Kill a
Mockingbird' and its page number?

One significant quote is, 'The one thing that doesn't abide by majority rule is a person's
conscience.' This quote highlights the theme of individual morality in the face of societal
racism and can be found on page 140.

Which quote illustrates the racism faced by Tom
Robinson in 'To Kill a Mockingbird'?

A powerful quote is, 'In the name of God, do your duty.' This line is spoken by Atticus
Finch during Tom's trial, emphasizing the injustice of the racial prejudice at play. It
appears on page 205.

Can you provide a quote that reflects Scout's
understanding of racism?

Scout says, 'Atticus, he was real nice.' 'Most people are, Scout, when you finally see them.'
This exchange on page 320 shows her growth in understanding people beyond racial
prejudices.

What quote demonstrates the impact of racism on Boo
Radley's character?

When Scout reflects, 'Atticus, he was real nice,' it suggests that Boo's kindness transcends
the town's racist views. This moment occurs on page 333.

Which quote from the book explicitly addresses the
issue of racial injustice?

Atticus states, 'The one thing that doesn't abide by majority rule is a person's conscience.'
This quote, found on page 140, directly addresses moral integrity amidst racial injustice.

Is there a quote that shows the children's innocence



regarding racism?

Scout's innocent remark, 'I don't understand why we can't play with them," illustrates their
initial naivety about racial divides. This appears on page 109.

What quote signifies the adults' views on racism in 'To
Kill a Mockingbird'?

A notable quote is, 'It’s never an insult to be called what somebody thinks is a bad name.'
This reflects the adults' perspectives on racism and is found on page 112.
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