to make men free a history of the republican
party

To make men free is a phrase that reflects the core ethos of the Republican Party, which has
undergone significant transformations since its inception in the mid-19th century. From its origins as
an anti-slavery party to its current position in American politics, the Republican Party has played a
crucial role in shaping the nation’s political landscape. This article explores the history of the
Republican Party, focusing on its founding principles, key historical milestones, ideological shifts, and
its ongoing influence in contemporary politics.

Founding of the Republican Party

The Republican Party was founded in 1854 in response to the growing tensions over slavery in the
United States. The party emerged from a coalition of former Whigs, Free Soilers, and anti-slavery
Democrats, united by their opposition to the expansion of slavery into the new territories acquired
from the Mexican-American War.

Key Figures in the Founding

Several key figures played a pivotal role in the founding of the Republican Party:

1. Horace Greeley: A newspaper editor and abolitionist who helped to organize the party and promote
its ideals.

2. Salmon P. Chase: A prominent lawyer and politician who would later become the U.S. Secretary of
the Treasury under Abraham Lincoln.

3. Abraham Lincoln: The first Republican president, whose election in 1860 marked a turning point in
American history.

Core Principles

The Republican Party was established on a platform that emphasized:

- Opposition to Slavery: The central issue of the party's formation, advocating for the containment and
eventual abolition of slavery.

- Economic Opportunity: Promoting the idea that all men should have the opportunity to succeed
through hard work and enterprise.

- Federal Authority: Supporting a strong federal government to uphold civil rights and maintain order
during a time of national crisis.



The Civil War and Reconstruction

The election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 led to the secession of Southern states and the onset of the
Civil War. The Republican Party, under Lincoln’s leadership, became synonymous with the fight
against slavery.

Emancipation Proclamation

In 1863, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which declared that all slaves in Confederate-
held territory were to be set free. This pivotal moment not only solidified the Republican Party’s
commitment to civil rights but also redefined the war's purpose—from preserving the Union to
promoting freedom and equality.

Reconstruction Era

After the Civil War, the Republican Party played a critical role in the Reconstruction efforts aimed at
reintegrating the Southern states and ensuring civil rights for newly freed African Americans. Key
legislative achievements during this period included:

- The 13th Amendment: Abolishing slavery.
- The 14th Amendment: Granting citizenship and equal protection under the law.

- The 15th Amendment: Prohibiting voting discrimination based on race.

The Republican Party’s commitment to these principles during Reconstruction highlighted its
foundational goal to "make men free."

Shifts in Ideology and Power Dynamics

As the decades passed, the Republican Party underwent significant ideological shifts and power
dynamics. By the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the party began to focus more on business
interests, industrial growth, and economic expansion.

The Gilded Age and Progressive Era

During the Gilded Age (approximately 1870-1900), the Republican Party was closely associated with
big business and industrialization. The party’s emphasis on laissez-faire economics often conflicted
with emerging Progressive ideals advocating for social reforms.

Key events during this time included:

- The rise of labor movements: The Republican Party faced challenges from labor unions and workers
demanding better conditions and rights.



- The Progressive Movement: A faction within the party emerged, pushing for reforms such as
women's suffrage, antitrust laws, and regulations on corporations.

The Great Depression and New Deal Era

The Great Depression of the 1930s significantly impacted the Republican Party. Under President
Herbert Hoover, the party’s response to the economic crisis was criticized for being inadequate,
leading to a Democratic landslide in the 1932 presidential election.

In this period, the Republican Party faced an identity crisis as it struggled to reconcile its traditional
values with the changing political landscape. The New Deal policies of Franklin D. Roosevelt expanded
government intervention in the economy, which many Republicans opposed.

The Modern Republican Party

The post-World War Il era marked a resurgence of the Republican Party, which began to embrace a
more conservative ideology. The rise of figures like Barry Goldwater and Ronald Reagan during the
1960s and 1980s defined the modern Republican Party.

The Conservative Movement

The 1964 presidential campaign of Barry Goldwater was a significant moment for the Republican
Party. Goldwater’s staunch conservative platform rejected the New Deal's legacy and called for
limited government, individual liberties, and free-market principles. Although he lost to Lyndon B.
Johnson, his campaign ignited a conservative movement that would reshape the party.

Ronald Reagan’s presidency from 1981 to 1989 further solidified the Republican Party's conservative
identity, emphasizing:

- Tax Cuts: Reduction of taxes to stimulate economic growth.

- Deregulation: Less government regulation of businesses.
- Strong National Defense: A focus on military strength during the Cold War.

Contemporary Issues and Challenges

In the 21st century, the Republican Party continues to grapple with various issues, including
immigration, healthcare, and social policies. The emergence of the Tea Party movement in the late
2000s signaled a further shift towards a more populist and nationalist approach within the party.

Key contemporary challenges include:

- Diversity: The party has struggled to attract minority voters, particularly African Americans and
Hispanics.



- Internal Divisions: The rise of factionalism within the party has led to tensions between traditional
conservatives and more radical elements.

- Public Perception: Issues such as climate change, healthcare, and economic inequality have
polarized public opinion, challenging the party's relevance in modern politics.

Conclusion

From its founding as an anti-slavery party to its current status in American politics, the Republican
Party has played a pivotal role in the nation’s history. Its commitment to the principle of "to make
men free" has evolved through various historical contexts, shaping the party’s ideology and
influencing its policies.

As the Republican Party navigates the complexities of contemporary politics, it must reconcile its
storied past with the pressing issues of today. The future of the party will depend on its ability to
adapt while remaining true to its foundational principles of freedom and opportunity for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the primary goals of the Republican Party when it
was founded in the 1850s?

The Republican Party was founded primarily to oppose the expansion of slavery into the territories of
the United States. Its early goals included promoting free labor, advocating for economic
modernization, and preserving the Union.

How did the Republican Party contribute to the abolition of
slavery?

The Republican Party played a crucial role in the abolition of slavery by electing Abraham Lincoln as
its first president, who issued the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, which declared the freedom of
all enslaved people in Confederate-held territory.

In what ways did the Republican Party evolve during the
Reconstruction era?

During the Reconstruction era, the Republican Party became associated with civil rights for freed
slaves, pushing for amendments to the Constitution that granted citizenship and voting rights to
African Americans, notably the 14th and 15th Amendments.

What impact did the Republican Party's policies have on
economic development in the United States?

The Republican Party's policies, especially during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, promoted
industrialization, infrastructure development like the transcontinental railroad, and economic policies



that supported businesses and free enterprise, shaping the modern American economy.

How has the Republican Party's stance on civil rights changed
from its founding to the present day?

Initially, the Republican Party was a champion of civil rights for African Americans, but over time,
particularly from the mid-20th century onward, its stance has shifted, with a growing focus on states'
rights and a more conservative approach to civil rights issues, leading to a realignment of its voter
base.
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