
tomorrow when the war began

tomorrow when the war began is a captivating novel and film adaptation that has garnered significant

attention for its compelling narrative and vivid portrayal of youth caught in the turmoil of unexpected

conflict. This work explores themes of survival, resilience, and the loss of innocence as a group of

Australian teenagers confronts the realities of war after their country is invaded. The story combines

action, suspense, and emotional depth, making it a notable entry in young adult literature and cinema.

This article delves into the origins, plot, characters, themes, and adaptations of tomorrow when the war

began, providing a comprehensive overview for readers and enthusiasts. Additionally, it examines the

cultural impact and reception of this gripping tale.
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Overview and Background

Tomorrow when the war began is a novel written by John Marsden, first published in 1993. It is the

inaugural book in a seven-part series known as the Tomorrow series. The author drew inspiration from



his experiences and observations of Australian youth, crafting a story that places teenagers at the

center of a national crisis. The novel has been praised for its realistic portrayal of adolescent emotions

and the complexities of warfare from a youthful perspective. It blends elements of adventure, romance,

and political commentary, making it a multidimensional work that resonates with a wide audience.

Author and Publication History

John Marsden is an Australian author renowned for his contributions to young adult fiction. Tomorrow

when the war began marked the beginning of his success as a writer, followed by six sequels that

continued the story of the protagonists. The book quickly became a staple in Australian school

curricula and gained international recognition. Its publication paved the way for an expanded franchise,

including adaptations and merchandise that further popularized the narrative.

Genre and Literary Significance

The book is classified primarily as young adult fiction but incorporates elements of thriller and war

literature. It stands out for its authentic voice and depiction of teenage protagonists facing

extraordinary circumstances. Tomorrow when the war began challenges traditional war narratives by

focusing on personal growth and ethical dilemmas rather than solely on military strategy. This

approach has contributed to its lasting influence within the genre.

Plot Summary

The storyline of tomorrow when the war began follows a group of seven high school friends who

embark on a camping trip in a remote wilderness area. Upon returning, they discover their country has

been invaded and their families have disappeared. The teenagers must adapt quickly to survive and

resist the occupation forces. The plot is driven by their transformation from carefree adolescents into

skilled fighters and strategists, showcasing their courage and ingenuity.



The Invasion and Initial Shock

When the group returns from their trip, they find their town deserted and signs of conflict everywhere.

The invasion is sudden and overwhelming, leaving the protagonists in a state of shock and disbelief.

They must grapple with the reality of war while trying to locate their loved ones and understand the

extent of the enemy’s control.

Survival and Resistance

The teenagers establish a hidden base in the wilderness, where they plan and execute guerrilla tactics

against the occupying forces. Their survival depends on learning military skills, maintaining secrecy,

and supporting one another emotionally. This section of the story highlights their resourcefulness and

the development of leadership within the group.

Main Characters

Tomorrow when the war began features a diverse cast of characters, each contributing unique

strengths and perspectives to the group’s dynamic. Their individual growth and interactions form the

emotional core of the narrative.

Ellie Linton

Ellie serves as the protagonist and narrator of the story. She is portrayed as intelligent, brave, and

introspective. Ellie's leadership qualities emerge as she guides the group through many challenges.

Her personal reflections provide insight into the psychological impact of war on young people.

Homer Yannos

Homer is characterized by his toughness and impulsive nature. He often acts as the group’s protector



and is skilled in combat and tactics. His loyalty and courage make him a central figure in the

resistance efforts.

Other Key Members

The group includes characters such as Lee, Corrie, Kevin, Fiona, and Robyn, each bringing different

skills and personalities. Their interactions demonstrate themes of friendship, trust, and conflict

resolution under stress.

Themes and Motifs

Tomorrow when the war began explores a variety of themes that contribute to its depth and appeal.

These include the loss of innocence, the ethics of warfare, and the strength found in unity.

Loss of Innocence

The transition from carefree youth to hardened survivors is a central theme. The characters confront

violence, death, and betrayal, which challenges their previous understanding of the world and

themselves.

Survival and Moral Ambiguity

The novel examines the difficult choices the teenagers must make to survive. It raises questions about

right and wrong in wartime, highlighting the complexity of ethical decisions under extreme

circumstances.



Friendship and Loyalty

The bonds between the group members are tested and strengthened throughout the story. Their

loyalty to one another is depicted as crucial for maintaining hope and resilience.

Film and Television Adaptations

Tomorrow when the war began has been adapted into various screen formats, expanding its reach

beyond literary audiences. The adaptations strive to capture the essence of the novel while interpreting

it for visual storytelling.

2006 Feature Film

The most notable adaptation is the 2006 Australian film directed by Stuart Beattie. The movie closely

follows the book’s plot, with a focus on action sequences and character development. It received

mixed to positive reviews and introduced the story to a global audience.

Television Series

A television series based on the book was later produced, offering a more detailed exploration of the

characters and events. The episodic format allowed for deeper storytelling and the inclusion of

subplots not present in the film.

Challenges in Adaptation

Adapting the novel’s internal monologues and complex themes posed difficulties for filmmakers.

Balancing action elements with emotional and moral depth was essential to maintain the original's

impact.



Cultural Impact and Reception

Tomorrow when the war began has left a significant mark on Australian popular culture and young

adult literature worldwide. Its portrayal of youth empowerment and wartime realities continues to

resonate with readers and viewers.

Critical Acclaim and Awards

The book and its sequels have received numerous awards and critical praise for their storytelling and

character development. Educators often commend the series for encouraging discussions about

history, ethics, and personal responsibility.

Influence on Young Adult Fiction

The success of tomorrow when the war began helped popularize the war and survival subgenre within

young adult fiction. It inspired other authors to explore similar themes involving adolescent protagonists

in extraordinary situations.

Fanbase and Legacy

The story maintains a dedicated fanbase, with communities engaging in discussions, fan fiction, and

events. Its legacy endures through continued readership and adaptations, highlighting its enduring

relevance.

Publication of the original novel in 1993

Release of the 2006 film adaptation

Subsequent television series production



Inclusion in educational curricula

Expansion into a seven-book series

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' about?

'Tomorrow, When the War Began' is a novel by John Marsden that follows a group of Australian

teenagers who return from a camping trip to find their country invaded and at war, forcing them to

become guerrilla fighters to survive and resist the occupation.

Who are the main characters in 'Tomorrow, When the War Began'?

The main characters are Ellie Linton, Homer Yannos, Lee Takkam, Corrie Mackenzie, Robyn Mathers,

Kevin Holmes, and Chris Lang, a group of friends who band together during the war.

Is 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' based on a true story?

No, 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' is a work of fiction, though it explores realistic themes of

survival, war, and coming of age.

Has 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' been adapted into other media?

Yes, the novel has been adapted into a successful Australian film released in 2010, as well as a

television series that aired in 2016.

What themes are explored in 'Tomorrow, When the War Began'?

The novel explores themes such as friendship, courage, survival, the impact of war on youth, and the

moral complexities of conflict.



Is 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' suitable for young adult readers?

Yes, it is a popular young adult novel, though it contains mature themes and some violence, so

parental guidance may be recommended.

How many books are in the 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' series?

The series consists of seven books, starting with 'Tomorrow, When the War Began' and continuing the

story of the characters throughout the war and its aftermath.

Additional Resources

1. The Dead of the Night

This is the second book in the "Tomorrow" series by John Marsden. It continues the story of Ellie and

her friends as they navigate the challenges of guerrilla warfare after their country is invaded. The

group faces increasing dangers, and their bond is tested as they strive to survive and resist the

enemy. Themes of loyalty, courage, and coming of age are deeply explored.

2. The Third Day, The Frost

In the third installment of the "Tomorrow" series, Ellie and her friends deal with the harsh realities of

war during the winter months. The story delves into the psychological and physical toll the conflict

takes on the teenagers. They must adapt their strategies and face new enemies while struggling with

their own fears and doubts.

3. Darkness, Be My Friend

This fourth book continues the gripping tale of survival and resistance. The group undertakes

dangerous missions and encounters unexpected betrayals. The narrative highlights the resilience and

determination of the young characters as they fight for freedom.

4. Burning for Revenge

In the fifth book of the series, Ellie and her friends escalate their efforts against the invading forces.



The stakes are higher, and the consequences of their actions become more severe. This installment

explores themes of justice, revenge, and the cost of war on individuals and relationships.

5. The Night is for Hunting

This book follows the teenagers as they refine their tactics and deepen their commitment to the

resistance movement. The story is marked by intense action scenes and emotional moments,

emphasizing the harshness of their reality. It also examines the moral complexities of warfare.

6. On the Run

In "On the Run," Ellie and her companions face new challenges as they are forced into hiding. The

constant threat of capture creates a tense atmosphere throughout the novel. The characters must rely

on their resourcefulness and trust in each other to survive.

7. Tomorrow, When the War Began: The Graphic Novel

This adaptation of the original novel presents the story in a visual format. The graphic novel captures

key moments and emotions through vivid illustrations, making the story accessible to a wider audience.

It retains the core themes of courage, friendship, and resistance.

8. Resistance: The Aftermath

This companion book explores the aftermath of the war and the rebuilding process. It provides insight

into the characters' lives following the conflict and the challenges they face in returning to normalcy.

Themes include healing, reconciliation, and hope for the future.

9. Ellie's War: A Survivor's Story

A fictionalized memoir-style book that delves deeper into Ellie's personal experiences during the war. It

offers a more intimate perspective on her thoughts, fears, and motivations. The narrative enriches the

original series by providing additional background and emotional depth.
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