
too in sign language
too in sign language is a phrase that often causes confusion among learners of American Sign
Language (ASL) and other sign languages due to its abstract nature and multiple meanings.
Understanding how to convey the concept of "too"—as in "also," "excessively," or "very"—is essential
for clear and effective communication in sign language. This article explores the different ways "too"
is signed, the nuances behind each usage, and practical examples to enhance comprehension.
Additionally, it discusses the importance of context and facial expressions in interpreting "too" and
related terms in sign language. Whether you are a beginner or advancing your ASL skills, this
comprehensive guide will clarify how to express "too" appropriately and confidently. Below is a
detailed breakdown of the contents covered in this article.

Understanding the Meaning of "Too" in Sign Language

How to Sign "Too" as "Also" in ASL

Expressing "Too" to Mean "Excessively" or "Very"

Contextual and Non-Manual Signals in Signing "Too"

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Practical Examples and Practice Sentences

Understanding the Meaning of "Too" in Sign Language
The word "too" can have multiple meanings in English, such as "also," "excessively," or "very." In
sign language, these different meanings require distinct signs or a combination of signs and non-
manual signals (facial expressions and body language) to convey the intended message accurately.
The complexity arises because sign languages are visual-spatial languages that rely heavily on
context and expression. Therefore, understanding the nuances behind "too" is crucial for anyone
looking to master this aspect of sign language communication.

Variations of "Too" in Different Contexts
When signing "too," it is important to recognize the context in which it is used. For example, "too" as
"also" indicates addition or inclusion, whereas "too" as "excessively" implies an overabundance or
degree beyond what is desired. Each meaning uses different signs or facial expressions. Sign
languages like ASL have evolved to handle these variations seamlessly, but learners must practice to
internalize the differences.



How to Sign "Too" as "Also" in ASL
One of the most common uses of "too" is to mean "also" or "in addition." In American Sign Language
(ASL), this is typically signed by using the sign for "also" or "too," which involves a simple hand
movement combined with eye gaze and facial expression. This sign is straightforward and frequently
used in everyday conversation.

Step-by-Step Guide to Signing "Too" as "Also"
To sign "too" meaning "also" in ASL, follow these steps:

Start with your dominant hand in a flat handshape.

Place the hand near the chin or side of the face.

Move the hand forward away from the face in a small arc.

Accompany the sign with a slight nod or affirmative facial expression to indicate agreement or
inclusion.

This movement mirrors the idea of adding or including something in the conversation. It is important
to maintain a relaxed handshape and natural facial expression to avoid confusion.

Expressing "Too" to Mean "Excessively" or "Very"
The concept of "too" in the sense of "excessively" or "very" is conveyed differently in sign language.
Instead of a single sign, this meaning often relies on a combination of signs and non-manual markers
to emphasize intensity or excessiveness.

Using Facial Expressions and Intensifiers
In ASL, to express "too much" or "too many," signers often use the sign for "much," "many," or "very"
combined with exaggerated facial expressions. For example:

The hand moves outward from the body in a sweeping motion, indicating abundance.

The signer raises their eyebrows and widens their eyes to show emphasis.

Head shakes or tilts may be used to convey a negative connotation of excessiveness.

This combination creates clarity about the degree of "too" intended, distinguishing it from the simple
additive "too" meaning "also."



Contextual and Non-Manual Signals in Signing "Too"
Non-manual signals (NMS) such as facial expressions, head movements, and body posture play a
pivotal role in sign language, especially when conveying abstract words like "too." These signals
provide context and emotional nuance that a single hand sign cannot fully express.

The Role of Facial Expressions and Body Language
When signing "too," the following non-manual cues are essential:

Eyebrow Position: Raised eyebrows often indicate a question or emphasis, while furrowed
brows can signal concern or negativity related to "too much."

Head Movement: A slight nod can reinforce "also," whereas a head shake can emphasize
"excessive" or "over the limit."

Mouth Morphemes: Mouth shapes such as pursed lips or pursing with a slight frown can add
intensity to the sign "too."

These non-manual signals work in tandem with manual signs to convey precise meaning and ensure
the message is understood correctly by the receiver.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
Misunderstanding or misusing the sign for "too" is a common issue among learners of sign language.
These mistakes can lead to confusion or miscommunication, especially given the multiple meanings
of "too."

Typical Errors When Signing "Too"
Some common errors include:

Using the sign for "too" meaning "also" when trying to express "too much," which can confuse
the listener.

Neglecting to use appropriate facial expressions or non-manual markers, resulting in the sign
appearing ambiguous or incorrect.

Over-exaggerating the sign, making it unclear or unnatural.

Ignoring the context of the conversation, which is crucial for interpreting abstract terms like
"too."

To avoid these mistakes, it is recommended to practice signing "too" in various contexts, pay close
attention to non-manual signals, and receive feedback from fluent signers.



Practical Examples and Practice Sentences
Applying the knowledge of how to sign "too" in different contexts is vital for mastering its use in
real-life communication. Below are practical examples and practice sentences using "too" in ASL.

Example Sentences Using "Too" as "Also"

"I like pizza too." – Sign "I," "like," "pizza," then sign "too" to indicate inclusion.

"She is coming too." – Sign "she," "come," then "too" to mean "also."

"They want to go too." – Sign "they," "want," "go," then "too."

Example Sentences Using "Too" as "Excessively"

"It is too hot outside." – Sign "hot," then use an exaggerated facial expression and the sign for
"very" or "much" to indicate excessiveness.

"You ate too much." – Sign "you," "eat," followed by the sign for "too much" with appropriate
non-manual markers.

"This bag is too heavy." – Sign "bag," "heavy," then use facial expressions and body language
to emphasize "too."

Consistent practice with these examples will improve fluency and help distinguish between the
different meanings of "too" in sign language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of 'too' in sign language?
In sign language, 'too' is used to indicate 'also' or 'as well,' showing inclusion or agreement with a
previous statement.

How do you sign 'too' in American Sign Language (ASL)?
In ASL, 'too' is signed by touching your chin with your dominant hand's index finger and then
moving the hand slightly forward and downward.



Is there a difference between signing 'too' and 'very' in sign
language?
Yes, 'too' usually indicates 'also' or 'excessively,' while 'very' is used for emphasis. They have distinct
signs and contexts in sign language.

Can the sign for 'too' be used in different sign languages?
The sign for 'too' may vary between different sign languages, such as ASL, BSL, or CSL, as each
language has its unique signs.

How do you use 'too' in a sentence when signing?
When signing, 'too' is placed at the end of a sentence to mean 'also' or 'as well,' for example, 'I like
coffee too' with the sign for 'too' following the sentence.

Are there common mistakes to avoid when signing 'too'?
A common mistake is confusing 'too' with similar signs like 'very' or 'also.' It's important to use the
correct handshape and movement for clarity.

Can facial expressions affect the meaning of 'too' in sign
language?
Yes, facial expressions can emphasize the meaning of 'too,' such as raising eyebrows or nodding to
indicate agreement or inclusion.

Is 'too' a standalone sign or part of a phrase in sign language?
'Too' can be a standalone sign to indicate 'also,' but it is often used as part of a phrase or sentence to
show inclusion or excessiveness.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding 'Too' in American Sign Language: A Beginner's Guide
This book provides an introduction to the concept of "too" in ASL, explaining how to express addition
and agreement effectively. It includes visual illustrations and practice exercises to help beginners
grasp the nuances of using "too" in various contexts. The simple explanations make it ideal for
learners starting their ASL journey.

2. The Grammar of ASL: Exploring Inclusion with 'Too'
Focusing on the grammatical role of "too," this book delves into its placement and use in ASL
sentences. It highlights how "too" can indicate inclusion or similarity, supported by detailed
examples. Linguists and advanced learners will appreciate the in-depth analysis of sentence
structure involving "too."

3. Expressing Agreement in Sign Language: The Role of 'Too'



This title explores how signers use "too" to show agreement or shared experiences. Through real-life
dialogues and video references, readers learn to incorporate "too" naturally when communicating.
The book is a valuable resource for improving conversational fluency in ASL.

4. Visualizing 'Too': Non-Manual Signals and Facial Expressions in ASL
Highlighting the importance of facial expressions and body language, this book explains how non-
manual markers accompany the sign "too" to convey emphasis and meaning. It includes photo guides
and tips to enhance expressive signing. This resource is perfect for those looking to add emotional
depth to their ASL.

5. 'Too' and Other Inclusion Concepts in Sign Languages Worldwide
Taking a comparative approach, this book examines how different sign languages express the idea of
"too" or inclusion. It offers cross-linguistic insights and cultural context, broadening the reader’s
understanding beyond ASL. Scholars and enthusiasts interested in global sign languages will find
this book informative.

6. Teaching 'Too' in ASL: Classroom Activities and Lesson Plans
Designed for educators, this book provides structured lesson plans and interactive activities
centered around teaching "too" in ASL. It includes tips for engaging students and assessing their
comprehension. The practical approach supports effective learning in both formal and informal
settings.

7. Common Mistakes Using 'Too' in Sign Language and How to Avoid Them
This guide identifies frequent errors learners make when using "too" and offers clear corrections.
Through examples and practice drills, readers can refine their signing accuracy. It serves as a handy
reference for self-study and tutoring sessions.

8. The Evolution of 'Too' in ASL: Historical Perspectives
Exploring the development of the sign for "too" over time, this book traces its origins and changes
within the Deaf community. It includes interviews and archival materials that shed light on linguistic
shifts. This historical perspective enriches appreciation for ASL’s dynamic nature.

9. Advanced ASL: Mastering Nuances of Inclusion with 'Too'
Aimed at proficient signers, this book tackles subtle variations and contextual uses of "too" to convey
complex ideas. It challenges readers with advanced exercises and real-world scenarios. This
resource is ideal for those seeking to polish their expressive skills in ASL.
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