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Introduction to the Top 10 Fastest Pitchers in MLB
History
top 10 fastest pitchers in mlb history represent some of the most remarkable athletes in
baseball, showcasing exceptional arm strength and velocity that have left a lasting impact on the
sport. Pitchers who throw at blazing speeds not only intimidate batters but also revolutionize
pitching strategies and game dynamics. This article explores the elite group of pitchers who have
recorded the fastest pitches in Major League Baseball history, delving into their careers, pitching
styles, and the technology behind measuring pitch speeds. From record-breaking fastballs to
consistent velocity dominance, these players have set the standard for speed on the mound.

Understanding the fastest pitchers in MLB history provides insight into how the game has evolved
with advancements in training, biomechanics, and equipment. The list includes pitchers from various
eras, demonstrating that sheer velocity transcends generations. This comprehensive overview also
highlights the significance of speed in pitching effectiveness and its influence on team success.
Below is a detailed table of contents to guide readers through the key aspects of the top 10 fastest
pitchers in MLB history.
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Criteria for Measuring Pitching Speed
Accurate measurement of pitching speed is essential for identifying the top 10 fastest pitchers in
MLB history. The velocity of a pitch is typically recorded using radar guns and advanced tracking
systems such as Statcast, which provide precise data on the speed of a baseball as it leaves the
pitcher’s hand. However, factors such as the point of measurement, calibration of equipment, and
environmental conditions can affect these readings.

Historically, radar guns were used from behind home plate or from the side of the mound, which
sometimes led to inconsistent data. Modern systems like Statcast measure velocity at the release
point, offering more reliable and standardized measurements. For the purposes of compiling the
fastest pitchers, the highest recorded pitch speed during official MLB games is considered the key
metric.



Top 10 Fastest Pitchers in MLB History
This section lists the top 10 fastest pitchers in MLB history based on verified pitch speeds recorded
during official games. These athletes have consistently demonstrated exceptional velocity, often
exceeding 100 miles per hour, setting records that have stood the test of time.

Aroldis Chapman – Known for his triple-digit fastballs, Chapman holds the record for the1.
fastest pitch ever recorded in MLB at 105.1 mph.

Joel Zumaya – Famous for his explosive velocity, Zumaya once threw a pitch clocked at 104.82.
mph.

Jordan Hicks – One of the fastest active pitchers, Hicks has reached speeds up to 105 mph3.
during his career.

Bob Feller – A legendary pitcher from the mid-20th century, Feller was recorded throwing4.
pitches near 104 mph.

Justin Verlander – Known for his durability and speed, Verlander has consistently thrown5.
fastballs reaching 101 mph.

Craig Kimbrel – A dominant closer with a fastball that frequently hits 100+ mph.6.

Gerrit Cole – A modern ace with a fastball velocity often exceeding 100 mph.7.

Randy Johnson – The “Big Unit” combined height and speed, throwing fastballs in the triple8.
digits.

Dwight Gooden – Known for his electric fastball in the 1980s, Gooden reached speeds up to9.
100 mph.

Phil Hughes – Recorded pitches at or near 102 mph during his career.10.

Notable Pitchers with Remarkable Velocity
Beyond the top 10, several other pitchers have demonstrated remarkable pitching speeds that have
contributed significantly to their success and the evolution of pitching in MLB. This section
highlights some of these notable pitchers, their peak velocities, and their impact on the game.

Shelby Miller
Shelby Miller is recognized for his fastball velocity, regularly hitting speeds around 100 mph during
his peak years. His ability to combine speed with movement made him a formidable opponent on the
mound.



Felix Hernandez
Felix Hernandez, also known as "King Felix," has been a consistent power pitcher with fastballs
often touching the upper 90s to 100 mph range, contributing to his dominance in the American
League.

Michael Kopech
Michael Kopech is among the rising stars known for his high-velocity fastballs, occasionally reaching
above 102 mph, showcasing the new generation of power pitchers in MLB.

Technology and Methods Used to Measure Pitch Speed
The measurement of pitch speed has evolved significantly over the years, with technology playing a
crucial role in accurately capturing the velocity of pitches. Early radar guns provided a basic
estimate, but modern systems offer detailed analytics.

Radar Guns
Radar guns were the first widely used technology for measuring pitch speed, emitting radio waves
that reflect off the moving baseball to calculate velocity. While useful, radar guns sometimes
measured speed at inconsistent points, leading to some discrepancies in records.

Statcast System
Introduced in recent years, Statcast uses high-speed cameras and radar to track every movement on
the field, including pitch velocity, spin rate, and trajectory. It records speed precisely at the release
point, providing MLB with the most accurate and comprehensive data on pitching velocity.

Implications of Measurement Accuracy
Accurate pitch speed measurement is critical for evaluating pitcher performance, scouting, and
player development. It also impacts fan engagement and the historical record of the fastest pitches
ever thrown.

The Impact of Velocity on Pitching Performance
Velocity is a key element that affects a pitcher’s effectiveness and overall performance. High velocity
can overpower hitters, reduce reaction time, and increase strikeout potential, but it also requires
precise control and stamina.



Advantages of High Velocity

Increases the difficulty for batters to make contact

Enhances the effectiveness of off-speed pitches by contrast

Improves strikeout rates and reduces balls in play

Intimidates opposing hitters, creating psychological advantages

Challenges Associated with High-Velocity Pitching
While velocity is beneficial, it also presents challenges such as increased injury risk, especially to the
arm and shoulder. Maintaining velocity over the course of a game or season requires rigorous
conditioning and mechanical efficiency.

Velocity Trends in MLB
The overall velocity in MLB has increased over the decades, driven by training advancements and
analytics. The top 10 fastest pitchers in MLB history exemplify this trend, pushing the limits of
human performance on the mound.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the fastest pitcher in MLB history?
Aroldis Chapman is widely regarded as the fastest pitcher in MLB history, having thrown a pitch
recorded at 105.1 mph in 2010.

What is the fastest pitch ever recorded in MLB?
The fastest pitch ever recorded in MLB was thrown by Aroldis Chapman at 105.1 mph on September
24, 2010.

Which pitchers consistently throw over 100 mph?
Pitchers like Aroldis Chapman, Jordan Hicks, and Noah Syndergaard are known for consistently
throwing fastballs over 100 mph.

Are there any Hall of Famers known for their fast pitches?
While many Hall of Famers were known for their pitching skills, pitchers like Nolan Ryan were
renowned for their exceptional fastballs, often exceeding 100 mph.



How has pitch velocity changed over MLB history?
Pitch velocity has generally increased over time due to better training, conditioning, and
biomechanics, with modern pitchers regularly reaching speeds over 100 mph.

Who are the top 10 fastest pitchers in MLB history?
The top 10 fastest pitchers include Aroldis Chapman, Jordan Hicks, Nolan Ryan, Randy Johnson, Joel
Zumaya, Noah Syndergaard, Dellin Betances, Craig Kimbrel, Matt Cain, and Lucas Giolito, based on
recorded pitch speeds.

Does pitch speed guarantee pitching success?
Not necessarily; while pitch speed is important, factors like control, pitch movement, and strategy
are equally critical for pitching success.

How do MLB teams measure and track pitch velocity?
MLB teams use technologies like radar guns and TrackMan systems to accurately measure and track
pitch velocity during games and practices.

Additional Resources
1. Fastballs and Fireballs: The Legends of MLB’s Fastest Pitchers
This book explores the careers of the top 10 fastest pitchers in Major League Baseball history,
delving into their training routines, pitching mechanics, and the stories behind their record-breaking
fastballs. It includes interviews, game highlights, and expert analyses that reveal what made these
pitchers exceptional. Readers gain insight into how speed transformed the art of pitching and
influenced the game.

2. Velocity Kings: The Science Behind MLB’s Fastest Pitches
An in-depth look at the biomechanics and physics that enable pitchers to throw at incredible speeds,
this book focuses on the top 10 fastest pitchers in MLB history. It explains how technology and
training advancements have pushed the boundaries of pitching velocity. Alongside scientific
explanations, it profiles the athletes who have redefined pitching speed.

3. Blazing Arms: Stories of MLB’s Top 10 Fastest Pitchers
Blazing Arms presents compelling narratives about the lives and careers of the fastest pitchers in
MLB history. From their humble beginnings to becoming legends on the mound, each chapter
highlights personal challenges, triumphs, and the impact these pitchers had on the sport. The book
combines historical context with vivid storytelling for baseball enthusiasts.

4. Fastball Fever: Tracking the Top 10 Speedsters of MLB
Fastball Fever charts the rise of the fastest pitchers across different eras of baseball, examining how
the game evolved alongside pitching speed. Featuring detailed statistics, game footage breakdowns,
and player interviews, it offers a comprehensive view of these elite athletes. The book also discusses
how speed influences strategy and batter psychology.

5. Pitching at the Speed of Light: MLB’s Fastest Arms Revealed



This book uncovers the secrets and techniques behind the fastest pitches ever recorded in MLB. It
profiles the top 10 speedsters, exploring their unique approaches and the challenges they faced in
maintaining velocity and control. Readers will find a blend of technical insight and human interest
stories that celebrate speed in baseball.

6. The Fastball Hall of Fame: Celebrating MLB’s Speediest Pitchers
Celebrating the fastest arms to ever grace the mound, this book serves as a tribute to the top 10
fastest pitchers in MLB history. It features biographical sketches, memorable moments, and the
cultural impact these players had on and off the field. The book also highlights how their fastballs
inspired fans and future generations.

7. Throwing Heat: The Rise of MLB’s Fastest Pitchers
Throwing Heat chronicles the evolution of pitching speed, focusing on the careers of MLB’s fastest
pitchers from the early days to modern times. It discusses the factors contributing to increased
velocity, such as training methods and equipment, while telling the stories of the pitchers who broke
speed records. The book is an engaging mix of history and athletic achievement.

8. Speed Demons: Inside the World of MLB’s Fastest Pitchers
Speed Demons offers an inside look at the lives of the top 10 fastest pitchers in MLB, revealing the
dedication and discipline required to throw at elite speeds. It covers their personal journeys, the
impact of fast pitching on their health, and the thrill of competing at the highest level. The book
provides fans with an intimate portrait of these extraordinary athletes.

9. Breaking the Radar Gun: MLB’s Fastest Pitchers and Their Legacy
This book focuses on the pioneers who pushed the limits of pitching speed and the technological
advances that allowed their fastballs to be measured. It profiles the top 10 fastest pitchers, exploring
how they changed the game and left a lasting legacy. Readers will appreciate the blend of historical
milestones and modern achievements in pitching velocity.
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