
top 10 most missed shots in nba history

top 10 most missed shots in nba history represent moments of heartbreak and drama that have
defined the sport for decades. These shots, often missed at critical junctures, have altered
championships, shaped legacies, and remain etched in the memories of basketball fans worldwide.
From buzzer-beaters that rimmed out to wide-open shots under immense pressure, the top 10 most
missed shots in NBA history showcase the thin line between glory and disappointment. This article
explores these iconic moments, analyzing the context, players involved, and the profound impact
each miss had on the game and its history. Delving into missed shots by legends and role players
alike, the list highlights the unpredictability and emotional intensity of professional basketball. The
following sections will examine these unforgettable missed shots in detail, offering insights into why
they remain so memorable and significant.

Michael Jordan’s Missed Shot in the 1995 Playoffs

Brandon Roy’s Game 7 Miss in 2011

Reggie Miller’s Final Shot Miss in 2005

LeBron James’ Missed Game-Winner in 2011 Finals

Dirk Nowitzki’s Missed Potential Championship Shot, 2006

Chris Webber’s Timeout Error Shot, 1993

Shaquille O’Neal’s Missed Free Throws in 2004 Finals

Russell Westbrook’s Missed Buzzer Beater in 2016

Kobe Bryant’s Missed Final Shot in 2013 Playoffs

Allen Iverson’s Missed Game-Tying Shot in 2001 Finals

Michael Jordan’s Missed Shot in the 1995 Playoffs
Michael Jordan’s return to the NBA in 1995 was highly anticipated, but one of his most talked-about
misses occurred during the Eastern Conference Semifinals against the Orlando Magic. With the game
on the line and seconds remaining, Jordan’s jump shot rimmed out, a rare miss for the legendary
shooter. This miss was significant because it underscored that even the greatest players face
challenges under playoff pressure. The miss contributed to the Bulls’ temporary loss, but Jordan’s
subsequent performances helped cement his status as an all-time great.



Context of the Miss
The 1995 playoffs marked Jordan’s comeback after nearly two years away from basketball. Facing the
strong Orlando Magic team, the Bulls were under intense pressure to prove their championship
contention status. Jordan’s missed shot was a pivotal moment that demonstrated the unpredictability
of postseason basketball.

Brandon Roy’s Game 7 Miss in 2011
Brandon Roy’s missed shot during the 2011 Western Conference First Round Game 7 between the
Portland Trail Blazers and the Dallas Mavericks is often cited as one of the most heart-wrenching in
NBA history. Roy’s potential game-winning attempt was blocked, sealing the Trail Blazers' fate and
ending their playoff run. This miss is emblematic of the cruel nature of basketball where even
remarkable talent can face a momentary lapse that changes everything.

The Impact on Roy’s Career
Following this missed shot, Roy’s career was tragically cut short due to knee injuries. The miss is
remembered not only for its immediate game consequences but also as a symbol of unfulfilled
potential in one of the game’s most promising stars.

Reggie Miller’s Final Shot Miss in 2005
Reggie Miller, known for his clutch shooting, surprisingly missed a critical shot in the 2005 playoffs
that could have extended the Indiana Pacers’ series against the Miami Heat. This miss was notable
because Miller had built a reputation as one of the most reliable shooters in NBA history. The shot’s
failure marked one of the rare moments where Miller’s accuracy faltered at a crucial juncture.

Legacy of Reggie Miller’s Miss
Despite this miss, Miller’s legacy as a clutch performer remains intact. However, the shot stands out
as a reminder that even the best shooters can falter, particularly in high-stakes playoff environments.

LeBron James’ Missed Game-Winner in 2011 Finals
LeBron James’ missed shot at the end of Game 2 in the 2011 NBA Finals against the Dallas Mavericks
is among the most analyzed missed attempts in recent history. With the game tied and less than a
second left, LeBron’s jumper failed to fall, resulting in an overtime loss for the Miami Heat. This miss
was emblematic of the Heat’s struggles during that Finals series and was a critical moment in the
Mavericks’ eventual championship victory.



Significance of the 2011 Miss
The 2011 Finals miss is often cited as a learning moment in LeBron’s career, leading to his
subsequent championships with Miami and Cleveland. It highlights the pressures faced by superstars
in the NBA Finals.

Dirk Nowitzki’s Missed Potential Championship Shot,
2006
In the 2006 Western Conference Finals, Dirk Nowitzki missed a crucial shot that could have put the
Dallas Mavericks ahead against the Phoenix Suns in Game 7. The miss contributed to the Mavericks’
elimination, delaying their championship hopes. Dirk’s missed shot is remembered as a rare moment
of vulnerability for the German superstar, who later achieved NBA glory.

Dirk’s Redemption
Despite this missed shot, Nowitzki’s career is defined by perseverance and ultimate success, having
led the Mavericks to an NBA Championship in 2011, proving that missed shots do not define a player’s
career.

Chris Webber’s Timeout Error Shot, 1993
Although not a traditional missed shot in terms of a missed basket, Chris Webber’s infamous timeout
error in the 1993 NCAA Championship game remains one of the most remembered missed
opportunities in basketball history, influencing NBA narratives. Forgetting that his team had no
timeouts resulted in a technical foul and loss of possession, effectively ending the game for Michigan.
This moment is often included in discussions about critical missed moments that changed basketball
history.

Impact on Webber’s Career and NBA History
The timeout error overshadowed Webber’s otherwise impressive collegiate performance and serves
as a cautionary tale about composure and awareness during critical moments.

Shaquille O’Neal’s Missed Free Throws in 2004 Finals
Shaquille O’Neal’s struggles at the free-throw line were famously costly during the 2004 NBA Finals
against the Detroit Pistons. His missed free throws in key moments contributed to the Los Angeles
Lakers’ defeat. Despite being a dominant force in the paint, Shaq’s inconsistency from the line
remains one of the most discussed issues in NBA history.



Free Throw Woes and Their Consequences
Shaq’s missed free throws highlighted the importance of free-throw shooting in championship success
and prompted strategic adjustments by opposing teams to exploit this weakness.

Russell Westbrook’s Missed Buzzer Beater in 2016
Russell Westbrook’s missed buzzer-beater in a 2016 regular-season game against the Golden State
Warriors is a notable example of a high-pressure missed shot during a historic season. Westbrook was
chasing the triple-double record while facing the reigning champions. The missed shot underscored
the difficulty of performing under immense pressure even for the most athletic and determined
players.

Context of Westbrook’s Miss
Despite the miss, Westbrook completed the season with record-breaking statistics, showcasing
resilience and determination.

Kobe Bryant’s Missed Final Shot in 2013 Playoffs
Kobe Bryant’s missed game-winning three-pointer in the 2013 Western Conference Semifinals against
the Memphis Grizzlies is one of the most memorable missed shots in recent NBA playoff history. The
miss contributed to the Lakers’ loss and eventual elimination, marking a turning point in Kobe’s late
career.

Memorable Moments from Kobe’s Career
This miss contrasts with Bryant’s numerous clutch shots and highlights the unpredictable nature of
basketball, where even the best can miss at crucial moments.

Allen Iverson’s Missed Game-Tying Shot in 2001 Finals
Allen Iverson’s missed shot late in Game 1 of the 2001 NBA Finals against the Los Angeles Lakers
remains a significant missed opportunity. Despite his tenacity and scoring prowess, the miss
prevented the Philadelphia 76ers from tying the game and set the tone for the series. Iverson’s
performance throughout the Finals was heroic, but this missed shot is often recalled as a pivotal
moment.

Iverson’s 2001 Finals Legacy
Iverson’s near-miss moments illustrate the fine margins in NBA Finals basketball and how a single
missed shot can influence the course of a series.



Summary of the Top 10 Most Missed Shots in NBA
History

Michael Jordan’s playoff miss against Orlando Magic (1995)

Brandon Roy’s Game 7 miss versus Dallas Mavericks (2011)

Reggie Miller’s critical playoff shot miss (2005)

LeBron James’ 2011 Finals game-winner miss

Dirk Nowitzki’s missed potential championship shot (2006)

Chris Webber’s timeout error in 1993 NCAA final

Shaquille O’Neal’s free throw misses in 2004 Finals

Russell Westbrook’s missed buzzer beater in 2016

Kobe Bryant’s missed final shot in 2013 Playoffs

Allen Iverson’s missed game-tying shot in 2001 Finals

Frequently Asked Questions

What are considered some of the top 10 most missed shots in
NBA history?
The top 10 most missed shots in NBA history typically include iconic moments such as Michael
Jordan's last shot in the 1998 NBA Finals, LeBron James' missed buzzer-beater in the 2015 NBA Finals,
and Reggie Miller's missed three-pointer in the 1995 Eastern Conference Finals. These shots are
remembered for their high stakes and dramatic consequences.

Why are missed shots in the NBA often remembered as much
as made shots?
Missed shots in the NBA are remembered because of their context—often occurring during critical
moments in important games. These misses can change the outcome of championships, create
dramatic storylines, and highlight the pressure athletes face, making them memorable to fans and
analysts alike.

Which missed shot is often regarded as the most



heartbreaking in NBA Finals history?
One of the most heartbreaking missed shots in NBA Finals history is LeBron James' missed jumper at
the buzzer in Game 6 of the 2015 NBA Finals against the Golden State Warriors. The miss prevented
the Cavaliers from forcing a Game 7 and ultimately contributed to their loss in the series.

How do missed shots impact a player's legacy in the NBA?
Missed shots can impact a player's legacy by highlighting moments of failure under pressure, but they
can also humanize players and add depth to their career narratives. Some players are remembered
for clutch misses as much as for their successes, influencing how fans and historians view their
overall performance.

Are there any missed shots that later became iconic despite
being unsuccessful?
Yes, some missed shots have become iconic due to their dramatic nature or the player's stature. For
example, Kobe Bryant's airball in the 2013 playoffs is often replayed to show that even the greatest
players miss, making it an enduring moment in NBA history despite the miss.

Where can fans watch highlights of the top missed shots in
NBA history?
Fans can watch highlights of the top missed shots in NBA history on platforms like YouTube, the NBA's
official website, and sports networks such as ESPN. These compilations are often featured in
documentaries, highlight reels, and social media posts celebrating memorable NBA moments.

Additional Resources
1. Clutch or Cringe: The Top 10 Most Missed Shots in NBA History
This book dives into the most unforgettable missed shots that have shaped NBA lore. From buzzer-
beaters that just didn’t fall to critical free throws that altered championship outcomes, each chapter
dissects the moments, the players, and the immense pressure behind these misses. Fans and
analysts alike will gain insight into how these shots impacted players' legacies and the sport itself.

2. When the Ball Won't Drop: Legendary Missed Shots in NBA Playoffs
Focusing exclusively on playoff games, this book chronicles the top missed shots that changed the
course of NBA postseason history. It highlights the tension and heartbreak of the playoffs, exploring
how a single missed shot can turn triumph into tragedy. Readers will find detailed accounts of the
context, the stakes, and the aftermath of these pivotal moments.

3. Almost There: Stories Behind the NBA’s Greatest Missed Shots
This collection offers a behind-the-scenes look at the top missed shots in NBA history, featuring
interviews with players, coaches, and commentators. The book uncovers the human side of these
misses, revealing the emotions, pressures, and reflections that come with falling just short of
greatness. It’s a compelling read about perseverance and the unpredictability of basketball.

4. Shots That Haunt: The NBA’s Most Painful Misses



Explore the haunting memories of the NBA’s most painful missed shots, moments that players and
fans alike wish they could erase. This book delves into the psychological impact and the ripple effects
these misses had on careers and franchises. Through vivid storytelling, it captures the agony and
drama of high-stakes basketball.

5. The Missed Shot Hall of Fame: NBA’s Iconic Failures
Celebrating the most iconic missed shots, this book presents a unique take by honoring these failures
with the same reverence as legendary successes. Each chapter profiles a missed shot that has
become part of NBA folklore, explaining why these moments endure in the minds of basketball fans.
It’s an intriguing exploration of how failure can become legendary.

6. Beyond the Rim: The NBA's Most Dramatic Missed Shots
Beyond the Rim focuses on the most dramatic and game-defining missed shots in NBA history. It
analyzes the technical aspects of each attempt, the game situation, and the player’s mindset. The
book also includes commentary from basketball experts and explores how these moments added to
the drama and excitement of the sport.

7. The Last Second: NBA Missed Shots That Changed History
This book zeroes in on missed shots in the final seconds of crucial games, where every point matters
most. It recounts the stories of near-misses that altered championship results and player legacies.
Readers will appreciate the tension and heartbreak of these high-pressure moments and the lessons
learned from them.

8. From Glory to Grit: The NBA’s Top Missed Shots and Their Aftermath
From Glory to Grit examines how players bounced back—or didn’t—from their most infamous missed
shots. The narrative explores the resilience required to overcome public scrutiny and personal
disappointment. Through inspiring stories and detailed analysis, this book highlights the human spirit
behind the game’s most challenging moments.

9. Echoes on the Court: Remembering NBA’s Most Heartbreaking Misses
Echoes on the Court offers a reflective look at the most heartbreaking missed shots in NBA history. It
blends historical recounting with emotional storytelling to capture how these moments resonate with
players and fans years later. The book is a tribute to the enduring impact of basketball’s near-misses
and the memories they leave behind.
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