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Total War: Warhammer Guide

Total War: Warhammer is a captivating blend of real-time tactics and turn-based strategy, set in the
rich and expansive universe of Warhammer Fantasy. This guide aims to provide both new and
experienced players with essential strategies, tips, and insights into the game mechanics, factions,
and overall gameplay. With a focus on building a successful campaign and mastering battles, this
guide will cover everything you need to dominate the Old World.

Understanding the Game Mechanics

Before diving into the intricacies of factions and strategies, it's crucial to understand the core
mechanics of Total War: Warhammer. The game functions on two primary levels: the campaign map
and the battlefield.

The Campaign Map

The campaign map is where you manage your faction, make strategic decisions, and engage in
diplomacy. Here are some key elements to consider:

1. Economy Management: Balancing income and expenditure is vital. Focus on building economic
structures, trade agreements, and managing public order to ensure a stable economy.

2. Diplomacy: Forge alliances, trade agreements, and non-aggression pacts with other factions.
Understanding the political landscape can give you a strategic advantage.

3. Research: Advancing technology is crucial for unlocking new units, buildings, and abilities. Prioritize
research that complements your playstyle.

4. Recruitment and Armies: Building a diverse army is essential. Recruit units that can counter your
enemies and adapt to various battle scenarios.

The Battlefield

Battles are fought in real-time, emphasizing tactical prowess and unit management. Key aspects
include:

1. Unit Types: Understand the strengths and weaknesses of different unit types—infantry, cavalry,
artillery, and monsters.

2. Terrain Utilization: Use the landscape to your advantage. High ground, forests, and obstacles can
be crucial in gaining the upper hand.

3. Flanking and Positioning: Position your troops strategically to flank enemy units, disrupt formations,
and maximize damage.



Choosing Your Faction

One of the most exciting aspects of Total War: Warhammer is the diversity of factions, each with
unique strengths, playstyles, and lore. Here are some notable factions to consider:

e The Empire: A versatile faction with a balance of infantry, cavalry, and artillery. They excel in
defense and can adapt to various strategies.

* Greenskins: Known for their aggressive playstyle and horde mechanics. They thrive on raiding
and can overwhelm enemies with sheer numbers.

e Vampire Coast: A unique faction blending gunpowder and undead units. They focus on ranged
combat and can raise fallen enemies to bolster their ranks.

* High Elves: Masterful archers and magic users, High Elves excel in ranged combat and
superior mobility, making them formidable opponents.

Each faction offers a distinct experience, so choose one that aligns with your preferred playstyle.

Building Your Army

Creating a well-rounded army is paramount to success in Total War: Warhammer. Here’s how to
approach army composition:

Unit Composition

1. Frontline Infantry: These units will form the backbone of your army. Choose a mix of spear and
sword infantry to counter various threats.

2. Ranged Units: Incorporate archers or gunpowder units to provide support and harass enemy forces
from a distance.

3. Cavalry: Use cavalry for flanking maneuvers and pursuing fleeing enemies. They can also target
enemy ranged units and artillery.

4. Artillery: Including siege engines or mobile artillery can help in softening enemy formations before
engagement.

Specialist Units

Consider adding specialist units based on your faction’s strengths:

- Magic Users: Provide powerful spells that can turn the tide of battle.
- Monsters and Beasts: Units like dragons or trolls can disrupt enemy lines and deal massive damage.



- Skirmishers: Fast-moving units can harass and kite enemies, making them valuable for hit-and-run
tactics.

Strategies for Success

To thrive in Total War: Warhammer, you'll need to implement effective strategies both on and off the
battlefield.

Campaign Strategies

1. Expansion and Conquest: Focus on expanding your territory early in the game. Capturing key
settlements will provide resources and strategic advantages.

2. Defensive Play: Sometimes, it's wise to consolidate your power and build up your defenses before
launching major offensives.

3. Diplomatic Maneuvering: Use diplomacy to isolate your enemies. Form alliances to distract and
weaken your foes while you build strength.

Battlefield Strategies

1. Flanking Maneuvers: Always look for opportunities to flank the enemy. This can cause panic and
disrupt their formations.

2. Targeting Key Units: Identify and focus on enemy leaders, artillery, or any units that pose a
significant threat.

3. Holding the Line: Use your front line to absorb the enemy's charge while your ranged units and
cavalry attack from the sides.

Utilizing Magic and Heroes

Magic is a powerful tool in Total War: Warhammer, with each faction having access to unique lores of
magic. Here’s how to effectively utilize magic and heroes:

Magic Usage

- Spell Selection: Choose spells that complement your army composition. For instance, if you have a
lot of melee units, consider spells that boost melee effectiveness or debuff enemy units.

- Timing: Use spells at critical moments, such as during a charge or when the enemy is grouped
together.



Heroes and Lords

1. Hero Roles: Assign heroes to specific roles, such as support, magic users, or melee combatants.
2. Leveling Up: Invest in skills that enhance your army’s strengths and address weaknesses. Heroes
can turn the tide of battle with the right abilities.

3. Deployment: Keep your heroes close to your main forces to provide buffs and support.

Tips for New Players

If you're new to Total War: Warhammer, consider the following tips to ease your learning curve:

1. Start Small: Begin with a less complex faction to learn the basics before diving into more
challenging ones.

2. Practice Battles: Use custom battles to practice tactics without the pressure of campaign
consequences.

3. Watch Tutorials: Many experienced players share valuable insights on platforms like YouTube.
Watching their strategies can provide a deeper understanding of the game.

Conclusion

Total War: Warhammer is a rich and engaging strategy game that rewards careful planning, strategic
thinking, and adaptability. By mastering the campaign mechanics, understanding your faction,
building a balanced army, and employing effective strategies, you can achieve victory in the Old
World. Whether you're an aspiring conqueror or a tactical mastermind, this guide serves as a
foundation for your journey through the captivating world of Total War: Warhammer. Embrace the
chaos, command your armies, and carve your legacy in this epic fantasy realm.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best starting factions for beginners in Total
War: Warhammer?

The best starting factions for beginners are the Empire and the Dwarfs. They offer balanced units and
straightforward mechanics, making it easier for new players to grasp the game.

How do | effectively manage my economy in Total War:
Warhammer?

To effectively manage your economy, focus on building income-generating structures, securing trade
agreements, and maintaining a balance between military spending and growth investments.



What are some tips for winning battles in Total War:
Warhammer?

Utilize terrain to your advantage, protect your flanks, and use ranged units to soften enemy forces
before engaging in melee. Additionally, learn the strengths and weaknesses of your units.

How can | unlock legendary lords in Total War: Warhammer?

Legendary Lords can be unlocked by completing specific campaign objectives or fulfilling certain
criteria related to the faction's lore. Some may be available in DLCs, requiring purchase.

What is the importance of diplomacy in Total War:
Warhammer?

Diplomacy plays a key role in managing relationships with other factions, securing alliances, and
preventing wars. Use diplomacy to isolate enemies and gain strategic advantages.

How do | choose the right unit types for my army
composition?

A well-rounded army should include a mix of melee infantry, ranged units, cavalry, and artillery. Adapt
your composition based on your faction's strengths and the enemy's weaknesses.

What strategies are effective for capturing settlements?

To capture settlements, surround the city, cut off reinforcements, and use siege equipment
effectively. Focus on capturing key points and breaking the enemy's morale.

Are there any mods recommended for Total War: Warhammer
to enhance gameplay?

Yes, popular mods include 'Radious Total War Mod' for improved Al and unit diversity, and 'SFO:
Grimhammer' for a total overhaul of game mechanics and balance.
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