
towers of midnight

towers of midnight is the eleventh book in the acclaimed fantasy series "The Wheel of Time," co-
authored by Robert Jordan and Brandon Sanderson. This novel marks a pivotal moment in the saga,
bridging the gap between the long buildup of the series and its epic conclusion. Known for its
complex characters, intricate plots, and expansive world-building, towers of midnight delivers a rich
narrative that intertwines multiple storylines and advances the fate of the main protagonists. The
book explores themes of destiny, power, and the struggle between light and darkness. Its place
within the series is critical, as it sets the stage for the final confrontation with the Dark One. This
article will provide an in-depth overview of towers of midnight, covering its plot, characters, themes,
and its significance in the broader Wheel of Time universe. Following this introduction, readers will
find a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections of this analysis.
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Overview of Towers of Midnight
Towers of midnight is the penultimate book in the Wheel of Time series, originally created by Robert
Jordan and completed by Brandon Sanderson after Jordan's passing. Published in 2010, it continues
the sprawling epic fantasy narrative that has captivated readers for decades. The novel is known for
its complex narrative structure, weaving multiple perspectives and story arcs that converge toward
the series' climax. It spans various locations within the Wheel of Time world, including the city of
Ebou Dar, the White Tower, and the Blight. The title itself symbolizes looming danger and the
approaching final battle, evoking a sense of urgency and tension throughout the book.

Publication and Authorship
Towers of midnight was published after Robert Jordan’s death, with Brandon Sanderson completing
the final volumes based on Jordan’s extensive notes. This collaboration ensured that the series
remained faithful to Jordan’s vision while providing a coherent and satisfying continuation. The book
was highly anticipated by fans and marked a significant milestone in the completion of one of fantasy
literature’s most ambitious projects.



Setting and World-Building
The novel maintains the richly detailed world-building characteristic of the series. From the political
intrigue of the White Tower to the dangerous landscapes of the Blight, towers of midnight expands
on the geography, cultures, and magic systems established in previous books. The complexity of the
One Power and the organization of various factions add depth to the story, making the setting feel
immersive and alive.

Main Characters
Towers of midnight features a vast ensemble cast, with several key characters driving the narrative
forward. Their development and interactions are central to the book’s impact and resonate strongly
with readers invested in the series.

Rand al’Thor
Rand al'Thor, the Dragon Reborn, is the central protagonist whose destiny is intertwined with the
fate of the world. In towers of midnight, Rand grapples with his increasing powers, political
responsibilities, and the psychological toll of his role. His character arc focuses on leadership,
sacrifice, and the struggle to maintain his humanity amid overwhelming pressure.

Mat Cauthon
Mat Cauthon plays a crucial role in this volume, particularly with his mission to rescue Moiraine
Damodred. Known for his luck, wit, and combat skills, Mat’s storyline brings a mix of action and
humor. His leadership of the Band of the Red Hand and his growing strategic importance set the
stage for future events.

Egwene al’Vere
Egwene al’Vere, the Amyrlin Seat of the rebel Aes Sedai, continues to navigate the complex politics
within the White Tower. Her efforts to unite the Aes Sedai and strengthen their position against the
Shadow are central to several plotlines. Egwene’s resilience and determination highlight themes of
leadership and sacrifice.

Other Notable Characters

Elayne Trakand – Queen of Andor, dealing with political alliances and her own powers

Lan Mandragoran – Warder and warrior, supporting key missions

Thom Merrilin – Gleeman and strategist, providing insight and guidance



Moiraine Damodred – A pivotal character whose fate unfolds during Mat’s rescue mission

Plot Summary
The plot of towers of midnight is multifaceted, weaving together several storylines that advance the
overarching narrative of the Wheel of Time series. The novel balances action, political intrigue, and
character development across its expansive cast.

Mat’s Rescue Mission
One of the central plotlines involves Mat Cauthon’s daring effort to rescue Moiraine Damodred from
the Tower of Ghenjei. This mission is fraught with danger and introduces readers to new magical
challenges and creatures. The rescue operation showcases Mat’s leadership and tactical skills.

Rand’s Leadership and Conflict
Rand al’Thor continues to consolidate his power and prepare for the Last Battle. His internal
struggles and external conflicts with enemies and allies alike form a significant part of the narrative.
Rand’s journey explores themes of destiny, power, and sacrifice as he confronts the realities of his
role as the Dragon Reborn.

Egwene’s Political Maneuvering
Egwene al’Vere’s storyline focuses on her efforts to reunite the fractured White Tower. She faces
opposition and betrayal within the Aes Sedai, highlighting the complexities of political power and
loyalty. Egwene’s arc emphasizes the importance of unity and strength in the face of adversity.

Additional Subplots

Elayne’s challenges in ruling Andor and managing alliances

Lan’s participation in key battles and protection missions

The growing threat of the Shadow and preparations for the Last Battle

Themes and Motifs
Towers of midnight explores several enduring themes that are central to the Wheel of Time series.
These themes provide depth to the narrative and resonate throughout the characters’ journeys.



Destiny and Free Will
The tension between destiny and free will is a persistent theme, particularly embodied in Rand’s
struggle with his prophesied role. Characters grapple with their fates and the choices they must
make, reflecting on the balance between predetermined paths and personal agency.

Power and Responsibility
The novel examines the burdens of power, whether magical, political, or military. Characters such as
Rand, Egwene, and Mat face immense responsibilities that test their resolve and morality. The
consequences of power and leadership are explored in detail.

Light Versus Darkness
The epic conflict between the forces of Light and the Shadow drives much of the plot. The looming
Last Battle serves as a backdrop for this struggle, symbolizing the eternal fight between good and
evil. The novel emphasizes the costs and sacrifices involved in this cosmic conflict.

Unity and Division
Throughout towers of midnight, the theme of unity versus division is prominent. The fractured
factions within the White Tower, the alliances among nations, and the cooperation between
characters highlight the challenges and necessity of working together to face common threats.

Writing Style and Reception
The writing style of towers of midnight reflects a blend of Robert Jordan’s intricate narrative and
Brandon Sanderson’s clarity and pacing. The prose balances detailed descriptions with dynamic
action sequences and complex character interactions. This style has been praised for maintaining
continuity and delivering satisfying narrative progression.

Critical Reception
The novel was well received by fans and critics alike, noted for its ability to handle multiple
storylines cohesively and for advancing the series toward its conclusion. Reviewers highlighted the
successful integration of Sanderson’s contributions with Jordan’s original vision. The book’s pacing,
character development, and resolution of long-standing plot threads were particularly commended.

Impact on the Fantasy Genre
Towers of midnight, as part of the Wheel of Time series, has had a significant influence on modern
fantasy literature. Its complex world-building, multi-layered characters, and epic scope have set
standards for high fantasy storytelling. The novel’s success helped solidify the legacy of the Wheel of



Time as a seminal work in the genre.

Significance in the Wheel of Time Series
As the penultimate installment, towers of midnight is crucial for setting the stage for the series
finale. It resolves several major plotlines while introducing key developments that propel the story
toward the Last Battle. The book’s events significantly impact character arcs and the geopolitical
landscape of the Wheel of Time world.

Bridging Key Storylines
Towers of midnight connects the threads of multiple protagonists, aligning their paths for the final
confrontation. The rescue of Moiraine, the consolidation of power by Rand and Egwene, and the
strategic positioning of allies all converge in this volume.

Preparation for the Last Battle
The novel builds tension and anticipation for the Last Battle, emphasizing the stakes and urgency. It
highlights the alliances formed and the sacrifices required, underscoring the epic scale of the
conflict to come.

Legacy within the Series
Towers of midnight stands as a testament to the enduring appeal and complexity of the Wheel of
Time saga. Its role in advancing the narrative and deepening character development ensures its
place as a critical entry in fantasy literature history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Towers of Midnight' about?
'Towers of Midnight' is the thirteenth book in the Wheel of Time series by Robert Jordan and
Brandon Sanderson. It continues the epic fantasy story, focusing on the final battles against the
Dark One and the characters' journeys toward the Last Battle.

Who are the main characters featured in 'Towers of Midnight'?
Key characters in 'Towers of Midnight' include Rand al'Thor, Mat Cauthon, Perrin Aybara, Egwene
al'Vere, and other prominent figures from the Wheel of Time series as they navigate complex
challenges and prepare for the Last Battle.



How does 'Towers of Midnight' fit into the Wheel of Time
series?
'Towers of Midnight' is the third-to-last book in the Wheel of Time series, serving as a crucial setup
for the series finale. It bridges the events between 'Winter's Heart' and 'A Memory of Light,'
advancing multiple storylines toward their climax.

Who completed 'Towers of Midnight' after Robert Jordan's
passing?
After Robert Jordan's death, Brandon Sanderson was chosen by Jordan’s widow and editor to
complete the final books of the Wheel of Time series, including 'Towers of Midnight,' based on
Jordan’s notes and outlines.

What are some major plot developments in 'Towers of
Midnight'?
Major developments include Mat Cauthon's leadership in the battle against the Seanchan, Perrin
Aybara's quest to rescue his wife Faile, and Rand al'Thor's continued struggle against the Dark One
and his inner demons.

Is 'Towers of Midnight' well-received by fans and critics?
Yes, 'Towers of Midnight' has been generally well-received for its pacing, character development,
and faithful continuation of Robert Jordan's vision, with many fans appreciating Brandon
Sanderson’s handling of the concluding volumes.

Additional Resources
1. The Eye of the World
This is the first book in Robert Jordan's "The Wheel of Time" series, where the story begins in the
Two Rivers. It introduces Rand al’Thor and his friends as they are thrust into a world of magic and
prophecy. The narrative sets the stage for the epic struggle against the Dark One. Themes of
friendship, destiny, and the battle between light and darkness are central to this novel.

2. The Great Hunt
The second installment in "The Wheel of Time" series follows Rand and his companions on a quest to
retrieve a powerful artifact known as the Horn of Valere. The book expands the world-building and
deepens character development. It explores political intrigue and the growing threat of the Dark
One’s forces.

3. The Dragon Reborn
In this third book, Rand al’Thor begins to accept his role as the prophesied Dragon Reborn. The
story focuses on his journey to claim his destiny and the challenges he faces from enemies and allies
alike. It emphasizes themes of power, identity, and prophecy.

4. The Shadow Rising



The fourth book delves deeper into the lore of the Wheel of Time universe, exploring the history of
the Aiel and the complexities of the One Power. Rand’s leadership is tested as he confronts both
external threats and internal doubts. The narrative is rich with political maneuvering and character
growth.

5. The Fires of Heaven
This volume continues the epic saga with Rand consolidating power and facing betrayals. The story
features intense battles and the rise of new champions. It also explores the struggles of other key
characters, adding depth to the overarching conflict.

6. A Crown of Swords
The sixth book focuses on the aftermath of significant battles and the attempts to stabilize kingdoms.
Rand’s reign is challenged by enemies who seek to undermine his authority. The novel balances
action with political intrigue and personal drama.

7. The Path of Daggers
In this installment, the struggle for control intensifies as Rand pushes forward with his plans to unite
the lands against the Dark One. The narrative includes large-scale battles and the use of the One
Power in warfare. Themes of sacrifice and leadership are prominent.

8. Winter’s Heart
This book follows Rand as he attempts a dangerous cleansing of saidin, the male half of the One
Power, to eliminate the taint that drives male channelers mad. The plot is filled with tension, magic,
and unexpected alliances. It marks a turning point in the fight against darkness.

9. Towers of Midnight
The eleventh book in the series, "Towers of Midnight," brings multiple storylines to a climax. Rand
and his allies prepare for the Last Battle, facing enemies both old and new. The book is known for its
intricate plotting, character resolutions, and epic confrontations, setting the stage for the series
finale.
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