
tozer knowledge of the holy

tozer knowledge of the holy represents a profound exploration into the nature and character of
God, as articulated by A.W. Tozer in his seminal work, "The Knowledge of the Holy." This influential
book has guided countless readers toward a deeper understanding of divine attributes and the
importance of recognizing God's holiness in the Christian faith. The phrase encapsulates Tozer’s
emphasis on knowing God not merely intellectually but experientially, fostering a reverent awe and
spiritual maturity. This article delves into the key themes and theological insights presented by
Tozer, highlighting his approach to God's attributes such as omnipotence, omnipresence, and
holiness itself. Additionally, it examines how Tozer’s teachings remain relevant for contemporary
believers seeking to enrich their spiritual lives. Through a detailed discussion, readers will gain a
comprehensive view of Tozer's contribution to Christian theology and spiritual formation.
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Understanding A.W. Tozer and His Legacy
A.W. Tozer was a 20th-century Christian pastor, author, and spiritual mentor whose writings have
had a lasting impact on evangelical thought and practice. Known for his passionate pursuit of God
and uncompromising call to holiness, Tozer’s work centers on deepening the believer’s relationship
with the divine. His legacy includes a wide array of books and sermons that emphasize spiritual
depth, humility, and reverence. "The Knowledge of the Holy," published in 1961, stands out as a
foundational text that challenges Christians to move beyond superficial familiarity with God toward a
profound, awe-filled understanding. Tozer’s influence continues strongly in modern Christian circles,
where his insights inspire devotion and theological reflection.

Core Themes in The Knowledge of the Holy
Tozer’s book addresses several foundational themes that shape the believer's view of God and
spirituality. These themes are integral to comprehending what is meant by "tozer knowledge of the
holy."



Revelation and Knowledge of God
Tozer stresses that true knowledge of God comes from divine revelation rather than human reason
alone. He argues that God reveals Himself through Scripture and personal experience, enabling
believers to grasp His nature beyond mere intellectual assent.

The Danger of a Shallow View of God
One of Tozer’s warnings is against diminishing God's majesty by adopting a casual or uninformed
perspective. He contends that a shallow understanding leads to spiritual complacency and
undermines authentic worship and obedience.

Holiness as Central to God’s Character
Holiness is not just one attribute among many for Tozer; it is the defining characteristic of God. He
presents holiness as the foundation from which all other divine attributes flow, emphasizing its
critical role in the life of the believer.

The Attributes of God According to Tozer
Tozer meticulously explores various divine attributes in "The Knowledge of the Holy," providing rich
theological reflections that deepen the reader’s understanding of God’s nature.

Omnipotence
Tozer highlights God’s unlimited power, emphasizing that nothing is impossible for Him. This
attribute assures believers of God’s sovereignty and ability to intervene in creation and human
affairs.

Omnipresence
The attribute of omnipresence signifies that God is present everywhere at all times. Tozer discusses
how this truth offers comfort and accountability, underscoring God’s intimate involvement in the
world and individual lives.

Immutability
God’s unchanging nature is a cornerstone of Tozer’s theology. He argues that God’s character,
purposes, and promises remain constant, providing a reliable foundation for faith and trust.



Infinity and Eternity
Tozer reflects on God’s infinite nature and eternal existence, concepts that transcend human
understanding but are essential to appreciating God’s supremacy and majesty.

The Significance of Holiness in Tozer’s Theology
Holiness occupies a central place in Tozer’s understanding of God and Christian life. It is both an
attribute of God and a standard for believers to pursue.

Defining Holiness
Tozer defines holiness as God’s absolute purity, moral perfection, and separation from sin. This
attribute distinguishes God as supremely righteous and worthy of worship.

Holiness and Worship
Tozer insists that recognizing God's holiness should lead to reverent worship. He contends that true
worship arises from an awareness of God’s majesty and purity, inspiring awe and submission.

Holiness and Christian Conduct
According to Tozer, believers are called to reflect God’s holiness in their lives. This involves a
lifestyle marked by moral integrity, spiritual discipline, and a growing likeness to Christ.

Holiness as separation from sin

Commitment to spiritual growth

Manifestation of God’s character in daily life

Continuous pursuit of sanctification

Practical Applications of Tozer’s Teachings
The insights from "The Knowledge of the Holy" are not merely theoretical but have practical
implications for contemporary Christian living and spiritual formation.



Enhancing Spiritual Depth
Tozer’s emphasis on knowing God deeply encourages believers to seek a vibrant prayer life,
thorough Bible study, and openness to the Holy Spirit’s work.

Encouraging Reverence and Awe
By cultivating a proper view of God’s holiness and attributes, believers develop a healthy fear of the
Lord that fosters humility and obedience.

Building a Foundation for Faith
Understanding God’s unchanging nature and omnipotence provides assurance during trials,
strengthening trust and perseverance.

Guiding Church Teaching and Preaching
Pastors and teachers can draw on Tozer’s work to enrich doctrinal instruction and inspire
congregations toward spiritual maturity.

Commit to regular study of God’s attributes1.

Practice worship that reflects God’s holiness2.

Apply lessons from Tozer in personal and corporate spiritual disciplines3.

Encourage accountability and growth within faith communities4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of A.W. Tozer's 'Knowledge of the
Holy'?
The central theme of 'Knowledge of the Holy' is the exploration of the attributes of God, emphasizing
the importance of understanding God's nature to deepen one's faith and relationship with Him.

How does Tozer describe the attribute of God's holiness in
'Knowledge of the Holy'?
Tozer describes God's holiness as the attribute that sets Him apart from all creation, highlighting
His absolute purity, moral perfection, and separateness from sin.



Why is 'Knowledge of the Holy' considered a classic in
Christian literature?
'Knowledge of the Holy' is considered a classic because it provides profound theological insights into
the character of God, written in a compelling and accessible style that has influenced generations of
Christians.

What practical impact does Tozer suggest comes from truly
knowing God's attributes?
Tozer suggests that truly knowing God's attributes leads to a deeper reverence, worship, and a
transformative relationship with God, affecting how believers live and perceive their faith.

In 'Knowledge of the Holy', how does Tozer address the
concept of God's infinity?
Tozer explains God's infinity as His boundlessness in power, presence, knowledge, and being,
emphasizing that God is not limited by time, space, or any created thing.

Does Tozer discuss the attribute of God's love in 'Knowledge of
the Holy'?
Yes, Tozer discusses God's love as an essential attribute, portraying it as holy, perfect, and
inseparable from His justice and holiness.

What distinguishes Tozer’s approach in 'Knowledge of the
Holy' from other theological works?
Tozer’s approach is distinguished by its passionate and devotional tone, blending deep theological
reflection with a call to personal spiritual awakening and worship.

How can 'Knowledge of the Holy' benefit modern Christians
today?
Modern Christians can benefit from 'Knowledge of the Holy' by gaining a clearer and more profound
understanding of God's nature, which can strengthen their faith, inspire worship, and encourage
holy living.

Is 'Knowledge of the Holy' suitable for new believers or more
advanced readers?
'Knowledge of the Holy' is accessible to both new believers and advanced readers, though it contains
deep theological concepts that may require thoughtful reflection and study.



Additional Resources
1. The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer
This classic work by A.W. Tozer explores the nature and attributes of God, encouraging readers to
deepen their understanding and reverence for the Divine. It delves into theological concepts with
clarity and passion, emphasizing the importance of knowing God personally. The book challenges
believers to move beyond superficial faith and pursue a more profound spiritual relationship.

2. The Pursuit of God by A.W. Tozer
In this compelling book, Tozer invites readers on a spiritual journey to seek a closer connection with
God. It emphasizes the idea that a genuine relationship with God requires dedication, humility, and a
heartfelt desire to know Him more intimately. The writing is both poetic and practical, making it a
timeless guide for spiritual growth.

3. Knowledge of the Holy: Attributes of God in Christian Theology by Bruce A. Ware
This book provides a scholarly yet accessible exploration of the attributes of God, building on themes
similar to those in Tozer’s work. Ware examines classical theological perspectives and modern
interpretations, helping readers gain a comprehensive understanding of God’s nature. It’s a valuable
resource for students and believers seeking a deeper theological foundation.

4. The Attributes of God by A.W. Pink
A.W. Pink’s book complements Tozer’s focus by providing a detailed exposition of God’s attributes,
such as omniscience, omnipotence, and holiness. Pink’s clear and concise writing helps readers
appreciate the majesty and perfection of God. This book is often recommended for those wanting to
expand their knowledge of God’s character.

5. Knowing God by J.I. Packer
J.I. Packer’s renowned book shares a similar goal to Tozer’s Knowledge of the Holy: to deepen the
reader’s understanding of God and foster a living relationship with Him. Packer combines
theological insight with practical application, making complex doctrines accessible. The book
encourages believers to cultivate both knowledge and love for God.

6. The Holiness of God by R.C. Sproul
Sproul’s book focuses on one of the central attributes discussed by Tozer—the holiness of God. It
offers a profound exploration of what holiness means and how it impacts the believer’s life. Through
vivid illustrations and theological depth, Sproul challenges readers to grasp the awe-inspiring nature
of God’s purity and justice.

7. God’s Attributes: Knowing the God Who Is by A.W. Tozer
This collection of Tozer’s sermons and writings further examines the nature of God’s attributes,
reflecting his passionate desire to make theology practical and heartfelt. It’s a rich resource for
those who appreciate Tozer’s unique style and spiritual intensity. The book encourages deeper
reflection on God’s character in everyday life.

8. The Divine Attributes: A Study in Systematic Theology by John M. Frame
John M. Frame provides a systematic theological treatment of God’s attributes, aligning with themes
Tozer emphasized about God’s nature. Frame’s approach is scholarly yet readable, making complex
theology approachable for serious students of the Bible. The work serves as a comprehensive guide
to understanding God’s perfection and transcendence.

9. Experiencing God’s Attributes by Jerry Bridges



Bridges’ book offers practical insights on how believers can experience and reflect God’s attributes
in their daily lives. It complements Tozer’s theological focus by emphasizing application and spiritual
growth. Through biblical examples and personal reflection, this book helps readers live out the
reality of God’s nature in tangible ways.
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