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Trigger Mortis is a thrilling addition to the James Bond series, penned by
the talented Anthony Horowitz. Released in 2015, this novel not only honors
Ian Fleming's original vision but also introduces a fresh narrative that
brings 007 back to the heights of espionage excitement. In this article, we
delve into the intricate plot, character development, and the elements that
make Trigger Mortis a must-read for both die-hard Bond fans and newcomers to
the franchise.

Overview of Trigger Mortis

Trigger Mortis is set in the early 1950s, shortly after the events of Ian
Fleming's Moonraker. The story is steeped in the Cold War atmosphere, where
tension and paranoia run high. The novel opens with Bond on a mission that
leads him to encounter some of his most formidable adversaries yet.

Plot Summary

The plot kicks off with Bond's assignment to investigate a mysterious
explosion in a London factory. As he delves deeper, he uncovers a sinister
plan orchestrated by the notorious criminal organization SMERSH, which is out
to eliminate Bond and disrupt the world order.

Key elements of the plot include:

Intriguing Characters: The novel introduces compelling new characters,
including the enigmatic and intelligent Pussy Galore, who plays a
crucial role in Bond's mission.

Classic Villains: The novel features the return of classic Bond
villains, weaving them into a plot filled with twists and turns.

High-Stakes Action: With action sequences that would make any Bond fan's
heart race, Trigger Mortis delivers thrilling moments that keep readers
on the edge of their seats.



Character Development

One of the strengths of Trigger Mortis lies in its character development.
Anthony Horowitz skillfully captures the essence of James Bond while also
adding layers to his personality.

- James Bond: In this novel, Bond is portrayed as a more vulnerable and
introspective character. He grapples with the moral implications of his work
as a spy, making him relatable and multidimensional.

- Pussy Galore: A significant character in the novel, Pussy Galore is not
just a love interest but a strong, independent woman who challenges Bond's
worldview. Her character is well-crafted, showcasing intelligence and
strength that resonate with modern readers.

- Villains: Horowitz brings depth to the antagonists, ensuring they are not
merely evil for the sake of it. Their motivations and backstories add
complexity to the narrative, making the conflict more engaging.

Thematic Elements

Trigger Mortis explores several themes that are prevalent in Ian Fleming's
original works while adding a contemporary twist.

Cold War Tensions

The backdrop of the Cold War is crucial to the story, reflecting the paranoia
and intrigue of the era. Horowitz effectively uses this setting to create a
sense of urgency and danger, as espionage becomes a matter of national
security.

Morality and Ethics

Throughout the novel, Bond grapples with moral dilemmas that challenge his
beliefs as a spy. This exploration of ethics adds depth to the narrative,
encouraging readers to reflect on the implications of espionage and the
sacrifices made in the name of duty.

Gender Dynamics

The character of Pussy Galore serves as a lens through which to examine
gender dynamics in the context of the 1950s. The novel addresses the evolving



roles of women in society and their representation in literature, breaking
away from traditional stereotypes often associated with female characters in
earlier Bond novels.

Writing Style and Pacing

Anthony Horowitz's writing style in Trigger Mortis is both engaging and
vivid. His ability to create atmospheric settings allows readers to immerse
themselves in the world of espionage.

Descriptive Language

Horowitz employs descriptive language that paints a vivid picture of each
scene, from the bustling streets of London to the glamorous locales Bond
visits worldwide. His attention to detail enhances the reader's experience,
making them feel as though they are alongside Bond on his adventures.

Pacing

The pacing of Trigger Mortis is expertly crafted. The novel balances intense
action sequences with quieter moments of reflection, creating a rhythm that
keeps readers invested in the story. The suspense builds steadily,
culminating in a thrilling climax that is both satisfying and unexpected.

Why You Should Read Trigger Mortis

If you're a fan of the James Bond franchise or simply enjoy a well-crafted
spy thriller, Trigger Mortis is a book you won't want to miss. Here are some
reasons to pick it up:

Authenticity to Ian Fleming's Style: Horowitz captures the essence of1.
Fleming's writing, allowing readers to experience the world of Bond as
it was originally intended.

Complex Characters: The development of both heroes and villains adds2.
depth to the narrative, making it more than just a simple spy story.

Engaging Themes: The exploration of morality, gender dynamics, and the3.
Cold War adds layers of meaning, prompting readers to think critically
about the world around them.

Action-Packed Plot: With twists, turns, and high-stakes action, the4.



novel keeps you on the edge of your seat from start to finish.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Trigger Mortis is a remarkable addition to the James Bond
canon, skillfully blending classic elements with modern sensibilities.
Anthony Horowitz's masterful storytelling and character development breathe
new life into 007, making this novel a compelling read for anyone interested
in espionage fiction. Whether you're revisiting Bond's world or encountering
it for the first time, Trigger Mortis promises an exhilarating journey filled
with intrigue, adventure, and thought-provoking themes. So grab a copy today
and prepare to be captivated by the ultimate spy thriller!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Trigger Mortis'?
'Trigger Mortis' follows James Bond as he faces a deadly threat from a former
Nazi scientist, while also navigating the Cold War tensions and engaging in
high-stakes espionage.

Who is the author of 'Trigger Mortis'?
'Trigger Mortis' is written by Anthony Horowitz, who was chosen to continue
the James Bond legacy.

How does 'Trigger Mortis' connect to Ian Fleming's
original works?
'Trigger Mortis' incorporates elements and characters from Ian Fleming's
original novels, including a storyline that takes place immediately after
'Goldfinger'.

Which characters from the James Bond series appear
in 'Trigger Mortis'?
In 'Trigger Mortis', readers can find familiar characters such as M, Q, and
Pussy Galore, alongside new characters introduced by Anthony Horowitz.

What themes are explored in 'Trigger Mortis'?
'Trigger Mortis' explores themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the moral
complexities of espionage, set against the backdrop of the Cold War.



Is 'Trigger Mortis' a standalone novel or part of a
series?
'Trigger Mortis' is a standalone novel, but it is part of the extended James
Bond literary universe, which includes the original works by Ian Fleming and
other authorized continuations.

What is the reception of 'Trigger Mortis' among
critics and fans?
'Trigger Mortis' received generally positive reviews, with many praising
Anthony Horowitz's ability to capture the essence of Fleming's writing style
while delivering a fresh and engaging story.

Are there any notable action sequences in 'Trigger
Mortis'?
'Trigger Mortis' features several thrilling action sequences, including high-
speed chases and intense confrontations, reflecting the signature excitement
of the James Bond franchise.
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