
trucking companies that still have manual
transmissions

Trucking companies that still have manual transmissions are becoming a rare breed in today's fast-paced
logistics industry. As technology advances, many trucking companies have shifted to automatic
transmissions for their fleets, citing ease of use, improved fuel efficiency, and reduced driver fatigue.
However, a segment of the trucking industry remains committed to traditional manual transmissions,
valuing the control, engagement, and sometimes even the nostalgia that comes with driving a stick shift.
This article explores the reasons behind this preference, highlights companies that still utilize manual
transmissions, and provides insights into the benefits and drawbacks of this choice.

Why Manual Transmissions Still Exist in Trucking

While the vast majority of trucking companies have transitioned to automatic transmissions, there are
several reasons why some still opt for manual options:

1. Driver Control and Engagement

Many experienced truck drivers prefer manual transmissions because they offer greater control over the
vehicle. This can be particularly beneficial in challenging driving conditions such as:

- Steep inclines
- Heavy loads
- Adverse weather conditions

Manual transmissions allow drivers to downshift for better power management and engine braking,
enhancing safety and performance.

2. Maintenance and Repair Costs

Manual transmissions are often simpler in design compared to their automatic counterparts. This simplicity
can lead to lower maintenance costs and easier repairs. For trucking companies operating on tight budgets,
the potential savings from fewer repairs and longer-lasting transmissions can make a significant difference.



3. Driver Preference and Skill Development

Some trucking companies prioritize hiring skilled drivers who appreciate the art of driving a manual
transmission. These companies often train their drivers to handle manual transmissions, fostering a sense of
pride and accomplishment among their team. This focus on skill development can lead to:

- Improved driving techniques
- Enhanced safety awareness
- A more engaged workforce

4. Fuel Efficiency

In specific scenarios, manual transmissions can be more fuel-efficient than automatics, especially when
driven by skilled operators. This efficiency can be beneficial for long-haul trucking, where fuel costs are a
significant portion of operating expenses.

Trucking Companies Still Using Manual Transmissions

Despite the trend toward automation, several companies continue to operate fleets with manual
transmissions. Below are notable examples:

1. Local and Regional Carriers

Many local and regional trucking companies maintain manual transmission trucks due to their operational
needs. These businesses often work with shorter routes and varying terrains, where manual transmissions
can provide the required control. Examples include:

- Smith Transport: Known for its commitment to driver satisfaction, Smith Transport offers a mix of manual
and automatic trucks in their fleet, allowing drivers to choose based on personal preference.
- Holland Trucking: This regional carrier still has a significant portion of its fleet operating with manual
transmissions, emphasizing driver skill and engagement.

2. Specialty and Niche Companies

Certain trucking companies that focus on specialized hauling may find manual transmissions more suitable
for their unique needs. These might include:



- Hazmat Carriers: Companies transporting hazardous materials may prefer manual transmissions for the
added control they provide in complex driving situations.
- Heavy Haul Carriers: Companies like Gibbs Transportation that transport oversized loads often utilize
manual transmissions to manage the heavy weight and varying driving conditions effectively.

3. Owner-Operators

Many owner-operators choose manual transmission trucks for several reasons, including cost savings and
personal preference. The flexibility to customize their vehicles and the potential for lower maintenance
costs often lead owner-operators to select manual options.

Benefits of Manual Transmissions in Trucking

While the shift to automatic transmissions is evident, manual transmissions continue to offer several
advantages:

Enhanced Control: Drivers have more control over gear selection, allowing for better handling in
difficult conditions.

Lower Purchase Costs: Manual transmission trucks can be less expensive to purchase initially,
making them attractive for budget-conscious companies.

Driver Engagement: Many drivers find manual transmissions more engaging, which can lead to
increased job satisfaction and lower turnover rates.

Fuel Efficiency: In some cases, experienced drivers can achieve better fuel economy with manual
transmissions, particularly on long hauls.

Drawbacks of Manual Transmissions in Trucking

Despite their advantages, manual transmissions also come with certain drawbacks:

Driver Fatigue: Operating a manual transmission can be tiring, especially on long trips or in stop-and-
go traffic.



Training Requirements: Companies may face challenges in finding and training drivers skilled in
manual transmission operation.

Market Demand: As the industry shifts toward automation, there may be less demand for manual
transmission vehicles, leading to potential resale challenges.

The Future of Manual Transmissions in Trucking

As the trucking industry continues to evolve, the future of manual transmissions remains uncertain. While
many companies are investing in automatic technology for its efficiency and ease of use, there will likely
always be a niche market for manual transmissions. Factors such as:

- Driver preference
- Specialized hauling needs
- Cost considerations

Will continue to keep manual transmissions relevant in specific segments of the trucking industry.

Conclusion

In a rapidly changing industry, trucking companies that still have manual transmissions serve as a
testament to the enduring nature of traditional driving methods. While automatic transmissions dominate,
the reasons for maintaining manual options are compelling. From enhanced driver control to cost savings
and driver engagement, manual transmissions still play a significant role in certain sectors of trucking. As
the industry adapts and grows, it will be fascinating to see how these older technologies coexist with
modern advancements, ensuring that both new and experienced drivers can find the right fit for their
needs.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which trucking companies still use manual transmissions in their fleets?
Some trucking companies that still have manual transmissions include Schneider National, J.B. Hunt, and
Western Express, though many have transitioned to automatics.



Why do some trucking companies prefer manual transmissions?
Some trucking companies prefer manual transmissions for reasons including driver control, cost-
effectiveness in maintenance, and fuel efficiency in certain driving conditions.

What are the advantages of driving a truck with a manual transmission?
Advantages of manual transmissions include better fuel economy, greater control over the vehicle in
various terrains, and potentially lower repair costs compared to automatic systems.

Are manual transmissions becoming rare in the trucking industry?
Yes, manual transmissions are becoming increasingly rare in the trucking industry as many companies opt
for automatic transmissions due to ease of use and driver preference.

What skills are necessary for truck drivers operating manual transmission
vehicles?
Truck drivers operating manual transmission vehicles need good coordination, timing for gear shifts, and an
understanding of engine RPMs to optimize performance and efficiency.

What challenges do drivers face when using manual transmissions?
Drivers may face challenges such as increased physical strain during long hauls, difficulty in heavy traffic
situations, and the learning curve for new drivers unfamiliar with manual shifting.

How can trucking companies train drivers for manual transmission
operation?
Trucking companies can train drivers for manual transmission operation through hands-on training
programs, simulator training, and mentorship from experienced drivers.

Is there a future for manual transmissions in the trucking industry?
While the future may seem limited for manual transmissions due to the rise of automatics, niche markets
and specific applications may still keep manual trucks relevant for some time.
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