trucking companies with manual trucks

Trucking companies with manual trucks have carved out a niche in the logistics and
transportation industry. While the prevalence of automatic transmissions has surged in recent years,
many trucking companies continue to rely on manual trucks for their operations. This article will
explore the reasons behind this choice, the benefits and drawbacks of manual trucks, and a list of
notable trucking companies that still utilize manual transmission in their fleets.

Why Some Trucking Companies Prefer Manual Trucks

Trucking companies with manual trucks often cite several reasons for their preference.
Understanding these motivations can help shed light on the ongoing relevance of manual trucks in
the modern logistics landscape.

Cost-Effectiveness

One of the primary reasons trucking companies opt for manual trucks is cost-effectiveness. Manual
transmissions typically have lower purchase prices compared to their automatic counterparts.
Additionally, maintenance costs for manual trucks can be lower, as they are generally simpler
machines with fewer components that can fail.

Fuel Efficiency

Manual trucks often provide better fuel efficiency than automatic trucks, especially in certain
driving conditions. Skilled drivers can optimize gear shifts to maximize fuel economy. This
advantage can lead to significant cost savings over long hauls, making manual trucks an appealing
option for companies looking to streamline their operational expenses.

Driver Control and Skill

Many experienced drivers prefer manual transmissions for the control they offer. Manual trucks
allow drivers to select gears based on their preferences and driving conditions. This can be
particularly beneficial in mountainous terrains or during adverse weather conditions, where having
control over gear selection can enhance safety and performance.

Benefits of Manual Trucks

While the trucking industry is gradually shifting towards automated solutions, manual trucks still
hold several advantages that appeal to many companies.



Durability and Longevity

Manual trucks are often considered more durable than automatic trucks. Their simpler design and
robust components can lead to a longer lifespan, making them a solid investment for trucking
companies. Many fleets have reported that manual transmissions perform better under heavy loads
and challenging driving conditions.

Driver Training and Skill Development

For trucking companies, training drivers to operate manual trucks can be beneficial in developing
their skills. Driving a manual truck requires a deeper understanding of vehicle mechanics and
dynamics, which can translate to better overall driving habits. This skill development can lead to
safer driving and reduced accident rates.

Resale Value

Manual trucks can have a higher resale value in certain markets. While the demand for automatic
trucks continues to grow, there remains a dedicated market for manual trucks, particularly among
companies that prioritize control and fuel efficiency. This demand can lead to favorable resale
conditions for trucking companies looking to upgrade their fleets.

Drawbacks of Manual Trucks

Despite their advantages, trucking companies must also consider the drawbacks of manual trucks.

Driver Shortage

The trucking industry is facing a significant driver shortage, and many new drivers are more
comfortable with automatic transmissions. This trend can make it challenging for companies that
rely on manual trucks to find qualified drivers. Many younger drivers may lack the experience or
training needed to operate manual transmissions effectively.

Increased Driver Fatigue

Driving a manual truck can be more physically demanding than driving an automatic. Constantly
shifting gears can lead to increased fatigue, especially on long hauls. This fatigue can affect driver
performance and safety, making it essential for companies to consider the well-being of their
drivers.



Limited Technological Integration

As the industry moves toward advanced technologies, including telematics and automated driving
systems, many manual trucks may lack the integration capabilities found in automatic trucks. This
limitation can hinder companies from fully leveraging data analytics and fleet management tools,
which are becoming increasingly important for operational efficiency.

Notable Trucking Companies with Manual Trucks

Several reputable trucking companies continue to operate manual trucks in their fleets. Below is a
list of notable companies that have embraced manual transmissions:

¢ Schneider National: Known for its diverse fleet, Schneider offers a mix of manual and
automatic trucks, allowing drivers to choose based on their preferences.

e Swift Transportation: Swift has maintained a portion of its fleet with manual trucks,
particularly for drivers who prefer the control that manual transmissions provide.

e J.B. Hunt: ].B. Hunt operates a wide range of vehicles, including manual trucks, for
specialized transportation needs.

e CRST International: This company has a reputation for training new drivers on manual
trucks, emphasizing skill development and control.

* Western Express: Western Express continues to utilize manual trucks, especially in regions
where driving conditions demand greater control.

The Future of Manual Trucks in the Trucking Industry

As the trucking industry evolves, the future of manual trucks remains uncertain. However, there are
several factors that could influence their ongoing relevance:

Regulatory Changes

Changes in regulations regarding emissions and fuel efficiency may impact the adoption of manual
trucks. Companies that prioritize compliance may opt for newer automatic models that meet stricter
standards, potentially reducing the prevalence of manual trucks in the industry.



Driver Training Programs

The establishment of more comprehensive driver training programs that focus on manual
transmission operation could help alleviate the driver shortage. By promoting the skills necessary to
drive manual trucks, companies could attract a new generation of skilled drivers who appreciate the
advantages of manual transmissions.

Technological Advancements

As technology continues to advance, the integration of automated systems with manual trucks may
become more commonplace. This fusion could allow trucking companies to enjoy the benefits of both
manual control and modern technological solutions, creating a hybrid model that appeals to a
broader range of drivers.

Conclusion

In conclusion, while the trend in the trucking industry is leaning toward automatic transmissions,
trucking companies with manual trucks still play a vital role. Their cost-effectiveness, fuel
efficiency, and driver control make them a valuable choice for many fleets. However, the industry
must address challenges such as driver shortages and increased fatigue to ensure that manual
trucks remain a viable option for the future. As the landscape evolves, it will be interesting to see
how manual trucks adapt to the changing needs of the trucking industry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the benefits of using manual trucks in trucking
companies?

Manual trucks often provide better control and fuel efficiency, allowing drivers to optimize their
driving techniques. They can also be less expensive to maintain and repair compared to automatic
trucks.

Are there specific trucking companies that still use manual
transmission trucks?

Yes, many companies, especially those focused on cost efficiency and performance, still operate
manual transmission trucks. Companies in industries like construction and agriculture tend to favor
manual trucks.

What skills are needed to drive a manual truck in the trucking



industry?

Drivers must have strong coordination skills, a good understanding of gear shifting, and the ability
to handle various driving conditions. Training and practice are essential to become proficient in
driving manual trucks.

How do manual trucks impact fuel consumption compared to
automatic trucks?

Manual trucks can offer better fuel economy since experienced drivers can select the optimal gear
for the driving conditions, potentially leading to lower fuel consumption compared to automatic
trucks.

What challenges do trucking companies face when using
manual trucks?

Challenges include a shrinking pool of drivers trained to operate manual trucks, potential for
increased driver fatigue due to more physical effort, and difficulty in recruiting younger drivers who
may prefer automatics.

Are manual trucks becoming less popular in the trucking
industry?

Yes, the trend is shifting towards automatic trucks due to their ease of use and the growing
preference of new drivers. However, manual trucks are still valued in specific sectors for their
performance and cost advantages.
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