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Trust by Susan Kinsolving Answer Key is a piece that delves into the complexities of human
relationships, emotions, and the concept of trust itself. As a prominent poet, Kinsolving's work often
explores themes of vulnerability, connection, and the inherent fragility of trust in interpersonal
dynamics. In this article, we will analyze the poem, discuss its themes, and provide an answer key
that breaks down the poem's deeper meanings, literary devices, and key interpretations.

Thematic Overview of "Trust" by Susan Kinsolving

In "Trust," Kinsolving navigates the intricate web of human connections. The poem serves as a
reflection on the nature of trust—how it can be cultivated, tested, and sometimes irrevocably broken.
The speaker grapples with the implications of trust, revealing the emotional stakes involved in
forming deep connections with others.

Key Themes

1. Vulnerability: Trust inherently requires vulnerability. Kinsolving illustrates how opening oneself up
to another person can lead to both emotional fulfillment and potential pain.

2. Betrayal: The fear of betrayal looms large in the poem. Kinsolving examines how past experiences
can shape a person's ability to trust.

3. Connection: Trust is explored as a fundamental aspect of human relationships, emphasizing the
importance of bonds formed through understanding and mutual respect.

4. Insecurity: The poem touches on the insecurities that often accompany trust, highlighting the
internal conflicts faced by individuals when deciding to trust someone.

Literary Devices in "Trust"

Kinsolving employs a variety of literary devices to enhance the poem’s emotional impact and convey
complex ideas surrounding trust.

Imagery

Imagery plays a crucial role in the poem, as Kinsolving paints vivid pictures that evoke feelings of
both safety and danger. For example, she might describe a serene landscape contrasted with darker
elements, symbolizing the duality of trust.

Metaphor



Metaphors are interwoven throughout the poem, allowing readers to grasp abstract concepts through
relatable comparisons. Trust may be likened to a fragile object, emphasizing its delicate nature and
the care required to maintain it.

Personification

Kinsolving often personifies trust, giving it characteristics and emotions that make it relatable. This
technique invites readers to engage with the concept on a personal level, fostering a deeper
understanding of its complexities.

Answer Key Breakdown

The answer key for "Trust" provides critical insights into the poem's structure, themes, and literary
devices. Below are key components and interpretations that can guide readers through a
comprehensive understanding.

Section 1: Structure and Form

- Stanza Organization: The poem may consist of several stanzas, each focusing on different aspects of
trust. Analyzing the transitions between stanzas can reveal shifts in tone and perspective.

- Line Breaks: Pay attention to Kinsolving's use of line breaks. These pauses can create emphasis on
particular words or phrases, enhancing emotional resonance.

Section 2: Key Lines and Their Meanings

1. Opening Lines: The beginning often sets the tone for the entire poem. Kinsolving may introduce the
concept of trust in a way that immediately engages the reader.

2. Climactic Moments: Identify lines that serve as the emotional climax of the poem. These moments
often encapsulate the struggle or realization regarding trust.

3. Closing Lines: The final lines can provide closure or leave the reader with lingering questions.
Analyzing the ending can offer insights into Kinsolving’s overall message.

Section 3: Character Analysis

- The Speaker: The speaker’s voice is central to the poem. Examine their background, emotions, and
experiences that shape their view on trust.

- Other Characters: If present, consider how other characters influence the speaker's understanding of
trust. Are they sources of support or betrayal?



Section 4: Symbolism

- Objects and Images: Identify any objects or images that serve as symbols within the poem. For
instance, a broken object may symbolize betrayal, while a nurturing scene may represent trust.

- Nature References: Nature often symbolizes broader themes in poetry. Explore how Kinsolving uses
natural imagery to reflect the state of trust.

Interpretations and Reflections

Understanding "Trust" requires readers to engage with their own experiences and perceptions of
trust. Kinsolving's exploration of this theme resonates on multiple levels, prompting introspection and
dialogue.

Personal Reflections

Readers may find themselves reflecting on their own relationships and experiences with trust.
Consider the following questions:

- Have you ever experienced betrayal that affected your ability to trust others?

- How do you define trust in your relationships?

- What role does vulnerability play in your connections with others?

Literary Impact

Kinsolving’'s exploration of trust is not only a personal journey but also a universal one. The poem
prompts readers to consider the broader implications of trust in society, relationships, and personal
identity.

Conclusion

In "Trust," Susan Kinsolving artfully navigates the delicate balance of human relationships, shedding
light on the complexities of trust, vulnerability, and connection. Through her use of literary devices
and poignant imagery, she invites readers to reflect on their own experiences with trust and betrayal.
The answer key provided serves as a valuable tool for dissecting the poem's deeper meanings and
themes, enhancing the reader's appreciation of Kinsolving's work. Ultimately, "Trust" stands as a
powerful meditation on the significance of trust in our lives, encouraging us to forge connections while
remaining aware of the risks involved.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the main themes explored in Susan Kinsolving's
poem 'Trust'?

The main themes include vulnerability, the complexity of relationships, and the struggle between
hope and disappointment.

How does Kinsolving use imagery in 'Trust' to convey her
message?

Kinsolving employs vivid imagery to illustrate emotional states and create a visceral connection with
the reader, enhancing the poem's exploration of trust.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Trust' by Susan
Kinsolving?

Prominent literary devices include metaphor, simile, and personification, which help to deepen the
emotional impact of the poem.

In what ways does 'Trust' reflect personal experiences of the
author?

The poem reflects Kinsolving's personal experiences with trust and betrayal, offering insights into her
inner thoughts and emotional landscape.

Can you explain the structure of the poem 'Trust'?

The poem is structured in free verse, allowing for a natural flow of thoughts and emotions without the
constraints of a fixed rhyme scheme.

What is the significance of the title 'Trust' in Kinsolving's
poem?

The title 'Trust' encapsulates the central theme of the poem, emphasizing the delicate nature of trust
in human relationships and its potential for both strength and fragility.

How does Kinsolving address the notion of betrayal in 'Trust'?

Kinsolving addresses betrayal as a pivotal element that challenges the concept of trust, illustrating
how it can lead to profound emotional turmoil.

What emotions does 'Trust' evoke in its readers?

The poem evokes a range of emotions, including sadness, introspection, and a longing for connection,
making readers reflect on their own experiences with trust.



How does the tone of 'Trust' contribute to its overall impact?

The tone of the poem is contemplative and introspective, which enhances its emotional depth and
encourages readers to engage with the complexities of trust.

What is the overall message of Susan Kinsolving's 'Trust'?

The overall message of the poem suggests that while trust is essential for meaningful relationships, it
is also fraught with challenges and requires careful navigation.
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