
twas the night before kindergarten
poem
Twas the Night Before Kindergarten is a heartwarming poem that captures the
excitement and apprehension experienced by children and their families on the
eve of a significant milestone: the start of kindergarten. This poem, often
read aloud to children, serves as a comforting and playful introduction to
the school experience, highlighting the blend of emotions that accompany this
transition. In this article, we will explore the themes, significance, and
impact of "Twas the Night Before Kindergarten," as well as its literary
elements and how it has become a cherished tradition for many families.

Overview of the Poem

"Twas the Night Before Kindergarten," written by Natasha Wing and illustrated
by Anne Kennedy, is a modern twist on the classic Christmas poem "A Visit
from St. Nicholas" by Clement Clarke Moore. The poem is structured in a
similar rhyming scheme and maintains a playful tone throughout, making it
engaging for children. It tells the story of a young child who is filled with
a mix of excitement and nervousness on the night before starting school.

Content Summary

The poem begins with a description of the child’s restless night, filled with
anticipation. As the child prepares for the first day of school, various
familiar and comforting elements are introduced:

- Bedtime Rituals: The child engages in a bedtime routine, showcasing the
comforting aspects of home that contrast with the unknown of school.
- Excitement for New Experiences: The child dreams of meeting new friends,
learning new things, and participating in fun activities.
- Nervousness and Anxieties: The poem also touches on the natural fears
children may have, such as worrying about fitting in or being away from their
parents.

As the narrative unfolds, the child drifts off to sleep, ultimately waking up
to embark on the thrilling adventure of kindergarten.

Thematic Elements

"Twas the Night Before Kindergarten" explores several key themes that
resonate with both children and parents. These themes include:



1. Anticipation and Excitement

The poem captures the joy and eagerness associated with starting something
new. For many children, kindergarten represents a significant step towards
independence and new adventures. The excitement is palpable as the child
imagines the possibilities that await them.

2. Fear of the Unknown

While excitement is a dominant emotion, the poem also acknowledges the
anxiety that can accompany new experiences. Children often fear the unknown,
whether it's making new friends, navigating a new environment, or dealing
with separation from their parents. This duality of emotions is essential, as
it reflects the real feelings children may have.

3. Family and Comfort

The poem emphasizes the importance of family and the comfort of home. The
child’s bedtime routine serves as a reminder of the safe and loving
environment from which they are transitioning. This theme highlights the role
of parents in helping children navigate their emotions and prepare for new
challenges.

Literary Elements

The poem employs various literary devices that enhance its appeal and
effectiveness:

1. Rhyme and Rhythm

The poem follows a consistent rhyming scheme, making it enjoyable to read
aloud. The rhythmic quality mimics the flow of nursery rhymes, capturing the
attention of young readers and listeners.

2. Imagery

Vivid imagery is used throughout the poem to create a sense of anticipation
and excitement. Descriptions of school supplies, new experiences, and
nighttime rituals paint a picture that resonates with children’s own
experiences.



3. Personification

The poem uses personification to bring inanimate objects to life, allowing
readers to connect emotionally. For instance, the school supplies and
classroom elements are depicted as friendly and welcoming, easing the child's
apprehension about starting school.

The Significance of the Poem

"Twas the Night Before Kindergarten" has become an essential part of many
families' back-to-school traditions. Its significance can be observed in
several ways:

1. Transition Tool

The poem serves as a helpful tool for parents to discuss the upcoming
transition with their children. By reading this poem together, families can
open up conversations about feelings, expectations, and fears related to
starting kindergarten.

2. Building Excitement

Reading the poem can help build excitement for the new adventure ahead. By
focusing on the fun aspects of school, children can shift their perspective
and embrace the upcoming changes with enthusiasm.

3. Creating Memories

The act of reading "Twas the Night Before Kindergarten" can create lasting
memories for families. It becomes a cherished ritual that marks a significant
milestone in a child’s life, fostering a sense of tradition and connection.

Practical Applications

Parents and educators can utilize the poem in various practical ways to
enhance the experience of starting school:



1. Story Time Activities

- Read-Aloud Sessions: Organize read-aloud sessions at home or in the
classroom, where parents and teachers can read the poem together with
children.
- Discussion Prompts: After reading, encourage children to share their
thoughts and feelings about starting kindergarten, helping them articulate
their emotions.

2. Thematic Crafts and Activities

- Art Projects: Create art projects related to the poem, such as drawing
their ideal classroom or crafting their own school supplies.
- Role-Playing: Set up role-playing scenarios where children can practice
social interactions, such as meeting new friends or introducing themselves to
their teachers.

3. Parent Workshops

- Transition Workshops: Organize workshops for parents to discuss strategies
for easing their child's anxiety about starting school. Incorporating the
poem into these discussions can provide a relatable reference point.

Conclusion

"Twas the Night Before Kindergarten" is more than just a charming poem; it is
a celebration of a pivotal moment in a child's life. By capturing the essence
of excitement and nervousness that comes with starting school, the poem
serves as a comforting guide for children and parents alike. Its rhythmic
verses and relatable themes make it a treasured read for families, fostering
discussions and traditions that can last a lifetime. As children prepare to
step into the world of kindergarten, this poem remains a beloved reminder of
the joy and adventure that awaits them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Twas the Night Before
Kindergarten'?
The main theme of 'Twas the Night Before Kindergarten' is the anticipation
and excitement children feel on the eve of starting kindergarten,



highlighting both their nervousness and eagerness for the new adventure.

Who is the author of 'Twas the Night Before
Kindergarten'?
The book 'Twas the Night Before Kindergarten' is authored by Natasha Wing.

What literary style is 'Twas the Night Before
Kindergarten' written in?
The poem is written in a rhyming style, reminiscent of the classic poem 'Twas
the Night Before Christmas,' with a rhythmic and playful tone.

How does the poem address children's fears about
starting school?
The poem acknowledges children's fears and anxieties about starting school by
portraying their thoughts and feelings, ultimately reassuring them that
kindergarten will be a fun and welcoming experience.

Can 'Twas the Night Before Kindergarten' be used as
a teaching tool?
Yes, the poem can be used as a teaching tool to discuss emotions, prepare
children for school, and introduce themes of friendship and new experiences.

What sort of illustrations accompany 'Twas the Night
Before Kindergarten'?
The book features colorful and engaging illustrations that depict various
scenes of children preparing for kindergarten, enhancing the narrative and
making it visually appealing.

Is 'Twas the Night Before Kindergarten' suitable for
all ages?
While primarily targeted at preschoolers and children about to start school,
it can be enjoyed by younger children and even parents looking to ease their
child's transition into kindergarten.

What impact has 'Twas the Night Before Kindergarten'
had on children's literature?
The poem has become a popular choice for back-to-school reading, helping to
normalize the feelings of anxiety and excitement that come with starting
school, and it has inspired a series of similar themed books.



Are there any sequels or related books to 'Twas the
Night Before Kindergarten'?
Yes, Natasha Wing has created a series of similar books, including titles
like 'Twas the Night Before First Grade' and others that explore different
school-related themes.
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