ultrasound guided breast biopsy cpt code

ultrasound guided breast biopsy cpt code is a critical component in medical billing and coding for procedures
involving minimally invasive breast tissue sampling. This article provides an in-depth exploration of the
ultrasound guided breast biopsy CPT code, detailing its specific coding guidelines, clinical applications, and
billing considerations. Understanding the correct CPT code for ultrasound guided breast biopsy ensures
accurate reimbursement and compliance with healthcare regulations. The article also addresses common
questions related to coding nuances, documentation requirements, and the differences between ultrasound
guided and other breast biopsy techniques. Additionally, the importance of using precise procedural
terminology and adhering to payer policies is emphasized. This comprehensive guide serves as a valuable
resource for medical coders, billing specialists, and healthcare providers involved in breast biopsy
procedures. The following sections will cover the CPT coding specifics, clinical indications, procedural

details, and billing tips related to ultrasound guided breast biopsy.
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Understanding Ultrasound Guided Breast Biopsy CPT Code

The ultrasound guided breast biopsy CPT code is essential for accurately reporting the procedure where
breast tissue is sampled using ultrasound imaging to guide needle placement. The primary CPT code used
is 19083, which specifically refers to biopsy procedures performed under ultrasound guidance. This code
encompasses the placement of the needle and retrieval of tissue samples from suspicious breast lesions
identified during imaging studies. Correct application of this CPT code is paramount to ensure appropriate

reimbursement and to reflect the complexity of the procedure performed.

Definition of CPT Code 19083

CPT code 19083 is defined as the “Biopsy, breast, with placement of breast localization device(s) when

performed, and imaging of the biopsy specimen, if performed; with ultrasound guidance.” This code covers



the biopsy procedure conducted using ultrasound to precisely locate and sample abnormal breast tissue. It
includes all necessary components such as needle placement, tissue extraction, and any localization devices

used during the procedure.

Distinguishing Ultrasound Guidance from Other Imaging Modalities

Ultrasound guided breast biopsy must be differentiated from biopsies performed using stereotactic or MRI
guidance. Each imaging technique has specific CPT codes associated with it. For example, stereotactic breast
biopsies are reported with CPT codes 19081 and 19082, while MRI guided biopsies use codes 19085 and
19086. Accurate identification of the imaging modality used is critical for selecting the proper CPT code and

avoiding claim denials.

Clinical Indications and Procedure Overview

Ultrasound guided breast biopsy is commonly indicated when suspicious findings on breast ultrasound
suggest malignancy or other pathological abnormalities requiring histological evaluation. This minimally
invasive procedure allows for precise sampling of lesions that are visible on ultrasound, improving

diagnostic accuracy while minimizing patient discomfort.

Common Clinical Indications

Typical clinical scenarios warranting ultrasound guided breast biopsy include:

Palpable breast masses with corresponding ultrasound abnormalities

Non-palpable lesions detected on screening ultrasound

Complex cystic or solid breast lesions requiring tissue diagnosis

Follow-up biopsy after abnormal mammogram findings not visible on mammography

o Assessment of suspicious axillary lymph nodes

Procedure Details

The procedure involves the use of real-time ultrasound imaging to guide a biopsy needle into the targeted

breast lesion. Local anesthesia is typically administered to minimize discomfort. The biopsy needle, often a



core needle or vacuume-assisted device, extracts tissue samples for pathological examination. In some cases, a
localization device such as a wire or radioactive seed may be placed at the biopsy site to assist in subsequent
surgical procedures. Post-procedure imaging of the biopsy specimen may be performed to confirm adequate

sampling.

Billing and Coding Guidelines

Proper billing for ultrasound guided breast biopsy requires adherence to specific coding guidelines and
payer policies. Understanding the components included in CPT code 19083 and recognizing what services

may be billed separately is critical for accurate reimbursement.

Components Included in CPT Code 19083

CPT 19083 is a comprehensive code that includes:

e Ultrasound guidance during the biopsy
¢ Placement of a breast localization device, if performed

¢ Imaging of the biopsy specimen, if performed

Because these elements are bundled into the code, separate billing for ultrasound guidance or localization

devices is generally not appropriate unless documentation supports additional procedures.

Modifiers and Additional Codes

Modifiers may be necessary to indicate bilateral procedures or multiple lesions biopsied during the same
session. For instance, modifier -50 is used for bilateral procedures, and modifier -59 may be applied to
denote distinct procedural services. Additional codes may be required if multiple lesions are biopsied or if

separate procedures such as lymph node biopsy are performed concurrently.

Insurance and Reimbursement Considerations

Insurance payers may have specific requirements for preauthorization or documentation supporting
medical necessity. Accurate coding combined with thorough documentation helps minimize claim denials
and facilitates timely reimbursement. It is important to verify payer policies regarding coverage of

ultrasound guided breast biopsy services.



Documentation Requirements and Compliance

Accurate and complete documentation is vital to support the use of the ultrasound guided breast biopsy
CPT code and to comply with coding standards and payer audits. Proper documentation ensures that the

procedure is medically necessary and that all components of the service are clearly recorded.

Key Elements to Document

Documentation should include:

Clinical indication and findings necessitating the biopsy

Details of the ultrasound guidance procedure

Type of biopsy needle and technique used

Number and location of tissue samples obtained

Use of any localization devices

Imaging of the biopsy specimen, if performed

Patient consent and any complications

Compliance with Coding and Regulatory Standards

Compliance requires that coding accurately reflects the services rendered and that documentation supports
the CPT code selection. Coding professionals must stay current with CPT code updates and payer-specific
rules. Regular audits and training are recommended to maintain coding accuracy and regulatory

compliance.

Common Coding Challenges and Solutions

Coding ultrasound guided breast biopsy can present challenges, particularly in complex cases or when
multiple procedures are involved. Awareness of common pitfalls and solutions aids in reducing errors and

ensuring proper reimbursement.



Multiple Lesions and Bilateral Procedures

‘When multiple lesions are biopsied in the same breast or both breasts are involved, coders must apply
appropriate modifiers and use additional CPT codes as needed. Failure to differentiate these scenarios can

lead to underpayment or overbilling.

Distinguishing Between Biopsy and Localization Procedures

Sometimes localization device placement is performed without biopsy or vice versa. Coders must carefully
review documentation to determine if separate codes are warranted or if services are bundled within a
single CPT code.

Ensuring Accurate Use of Ultrasound Guidance Codes

Ultrasound guidance is integral to the biopsy procedure and is included in CPT 19083. Separate billing for
ultrasound guidance should be avoided unless a distinct diagnostic ultrasound is performed. Clarifying this

distinction prevents claim denials and audit issues.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for ultrasound guided breast biopsy?

The CPT code for an ultrasound guided breast biopsy is typically 19083, which covers breast biopsy,

percutaneous, with placement of breast localization device when performed, including ultrasound guidance.

Are there different CPT codes for ultrasound guided breast biopsies based
on the type of procedure?

Yes, CPT codes can vary based on the specific procedure. For example, 19081 covers breast biopsy,
percutaneous, needle core, using imaging guidance other than stereotactic guidance, and 19083 includes
placement of localization device. It's important to select the code that matches the exact procedure

performed.

Can ultrasound guidance be billed separately when performing a breast
biopsy?

Ultrasound guidance is generally included in the CPT code for the breast biopsy procedure, such as 19083.
Separate billing for ultrasound guidance (e.g., 76942) is typically not allowed when it is an integral part of
the biopsy procedure.



How should modifiers be used with ultrasound guided breast biopsy CPT
codes?

Modifiers may be used if multiple procedures are performed or if the biopsy is performed on multiple
lesions. For example, modifier 59 can be used to indicate a distinct procedural service. However, proper

documentation is necessary to support the use of modifiers.

Is ultrasound guided breast biopsy CPT coding different for fine needle

aspiration versus core needle biopsy?

Yes, CPT codes differ between fine needle aspiration (FNA) and core needle biopsy. FNA under
ultrasound guidance is coded as 10021 or 10022, while core needle biopsy with ultrasound guidance is coded

as 19081 or 19083 depending on additional procedures performed.

Additional Resources

1. Ultrasound-Guided Breast Biopsy: Techniques and CPT Coding

This book provides a comprehensive guide to performing ultrasound-guided breast biopsies, focusing on the
technical aspects and best practices. It includes detailed explanations of CPT codes relevant to breast biopsy
procedures, helping clinicians and coders ensure accurate billing. The text is designed for radiologists,

technologists, and medical coders aiming to improve both procedural skills and coding accuracy.

2. CPT Coding for Breast Imaging and Biopsy Procedures

This resource focuses on the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes associated with breast imaging
and biopsy, including ultrasound-guided techniques. It offers step-by-step guidance for selecting appropriate
codes and explains the nuances of documentation requirements. Ideal for medical coders, billers, and

healthcare providers involved in breast cancer diagnosis workflows.

3. Breast Ultrasound: Diagnostic and Interventional Techniques

Covering both diagnostic imaging and interventional procedures, this book offers detailed insight into
ultrasound-guided breast biopsies. It discusses patient preparation, equipment selection, and procedural steps,
alongside coding considerations like CPT codes. The text is a valuable tool for radiologists and breast

surgeons aiming to master ultrasound techniques with coding compliance.

4. Interventional Breast Procedures: Ultrasound-Guided Biopsy and Beyond

This text delves into various interventional breast procedures, prominently featuring ultrasound-guided
biopsies. It highlights clinical indications, procedural protocols, and billing practices, including CPT coding
specifics. Healthcare professionals will find practical advice on improving procedural outcomes and

navigating coding complexities.

5. Practical CPT Coding for Breast Biopsy and Imaging Services



Designed as a practical manual, this book emphasizes accurate CPT coding for breast biopsies performed
under ultrasound guidance. It includes case studies and real-world coding scenarios to enhance
understanding. The book is valuable for coders, billing specialists, and clinicians seeking to minimize errors

and optimize reimbursement.

6. Breast Biopsy Techniques: Ultrasound Guidance and CPT Coding Essentials

Bridging clinical practice and administrative requirements, this book explains ultrasound-guided breast
biopsy methods alongside essential CPT coding information. It covers procedural indications, equipment
use, and documentation standards critical for proper coding. Suitable for radiology departments aiming to

streamline biopsy workflows and billing processes.

1. Diagnostic and Interventional Breast Ultrasound: Coding and Clinical Perspectives

This comprehensive resource covers the spectrum of breast ultrasound applications, with a focus on
interventional procedures like biopsy. It addresses clinical considerations and integrates coding guidelines,
including CPT codes for ultrasound-guided biopsies. The book supports clinicians and coders in delivering

accurate diagnostic services and appropriate billing.

8. Ultrasound-Guided Breast Biopsy: Clinical Protocols and CPT Coding Guide

Focusing on clinical protocols, this book outlines best practices for ultrasound-guided breast biopsy and pairs
them with detailed CPT coding instructions. It aids healthcare providers in understanding procedural steps
and the importance of accurate code selection for reimbursement. The guide is useful for multidisciplinary

teams involved in breast health management.

9. Mastering CPT Coding for Ultrasound-Guided Breast Biopsy

This specialized text offers an in-depth review of CPT codes related to ultrasound-guided breast biopsies,
emphasizing coding rules, modifiers, and reimbursement strategies. It also provides clinical context to help
coders and clinicians appreciate the procedure's nuances. The book is an essential tool for professionals

seeking mastery in both clinical and coding aspects of breast biopsy services.
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