
ultrasound guided core biopsy cpt code

ultrasound guided core biopsy cpt code is an essential term in medical billing and coding, particularly for
radiologists and healthcare providers involved in diagnostic procedures. This term refers to the specific
Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes used to document and bill for core biopsy procedures
performed under ultrasound guidance. Understanding the appropriate ultrasound guided core biopsy CPT
code is crucial for accurate medical billing, reimbursement, and compliance with healthcare regulations.
This article will explore the definition, coding guidelines, clinical applications, billing nuances, and
documentation requirements related to ultrasound guided core biopsy CPT codes. Additionally, it will
address common coding challenges and provide best practices for medical professionals to optimize coding
accuracy. The detailed discussion will ensure that healthcare providers, coders, and billing specialists are
well-informed about the nuances of ultrasound guided core biopsy CPT code usage. Below is a structured
overview of the key topics covered in this comprehensive guide.
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Understanding Ultrasound Guided Core Biopsy CPT Code
The ultrasound guided core biopsy CPT code refers to the set of numeric codes established by the American
Medical Association (AMA) to describe and bill for biopsy procedures performed with the assistance of
ultrasound imaging. These codes help standardize communication between healthcare providers and payers
by specifying the exact procedure conducted. Core biopsy involves obtaining a tissue sample from a
suspicious lesion, often within breast, thyroid, or other soft tissue structures, using a hollow needle.
Ultrasound guidance enhances the accuracy of needle placement, improving diagnostic yield and patient
safety. The CPT codes relevant to ultrasound guided core biopsy specifically denote the use of real-time
ultrasonography to guide the biopsy needle during tissue sampling.



Common CPT Codes for Ultrasound Guided Core Biopsy
The most frequently used CPT codes for ultrasound guided core biopsy include codes that describe the
biopsy procedure itself and may be accompanied by separate codes for ultrasound guidance. Typically, these
codes encompass:

19081: Biopsy of breast, percutaneous, needle core, using imaging guidance including ultrasound;

10021: Fine needle aspiration biopsy, without imaging guidance;

10005: Fine needle aspiration biopsy, with ultrasound guidance;

76942: Ultrasonic guidance for needle placement, imaging supervision, and interpretation.

Among these, 19081 is the primary CPT code that specifically addresses ultrasound guided core biopsy of
the breast. Other codes may apply depending on the biopsy site and technique.

Clinical Applications of Ultrasound Guided Core Biopsy
Ultrasound guided core biopsy is a widely utilized diagnostic tool in various clinical scenarios. It facilitates
minimally invasive tissue sampling to aid in the diagnosis of abnormalities detected on imaging or physical
examination. The ultrasound guidance allows for precise targeting of lesions that may not be palpable or
visible on other imaging modalities.

Common Indications for Ultrasound Guided Core Biopsy
Typical clinical indications include but are not limited to:

Evaluation of suspicious breast masses identified on mammography or palpation;

Assessment of thyroid nodules to distinguish benign from malignant lesions;

Sampling of lymph nodes or soft tissue masses accessible by ultrasound;

Investigation of abnormalities in organs such as the liver or kidney when ultrasound visibility is
adequate;

Guidance for biopsy in pediatric patients where radiation exposure is a concern.



The procedure is preferred due to its real-time imaging benefits, minimal invasiveness, and reduced
complication rates compared to surgical biopsy.

Coding Guidelines and Selection Criteria
Accurate selection of the ultrasound guided core biopsy CPT code requires adherence to established coding
guidelines and a clear understanding of procedural details. Coders must differentiate between fine needle
aspiration (FNA) and core needle biopsy, as well as consider the use of imaging guidance.

Distinguishing Fine Needle Aspiration from Core Biopsy
Fine needle aspiration uses a smaller gauge needle to extract cells for cytological evaluation, generally
coded differently than core biopsies which retrieve larger tissue samples for histological analysis. The
presence of ultrasound guidance further specifies the appropriate CPT code selection.

Guidance and Supervision Coding
Ultrasound guidance can be billed separately using code 76942 when the imaging supervision and
interpretation are performed independently of the biopsy procedure. However, if the guidance is integral
to the biopsy code, separate billing may be inappropriate. It is essential to review payer policies regarding
bundling and reimbursement for guidance services.

Site-Specific Considerations
Coding must reflect the anatomical site of the biopsy. For example, breast biopsies use different CPT codes
than thyroid or other soft tissue biopsies. Site specificity ensures correct reimbursement and compliance
with coding regulations.

Documentation Requirements for Ultrasound Guided Core Biopsy
Proper documentation is critical for justifying the use of specific ultrasound guided core biopsy CPT codes
and facilitating accurate billing. Medical records must clearly support the procedure performed, including
the indication, method, and guidance used.



Key Elements to Document
Documentation should include the following details:

Patient’s clinical history and indication for biopsy;

Description of lesion or target area, including size and location;

Type of biopsy performed (core needle vs. fine needle aspiration);

Use of ultrasound guidance, including real-time imaging and needle visualization;

Number of passes or samples obtained;

Complications or difficulties encountered during the procedure;

Interpretation of ultrasound images and procedural findings.

Complete documentation substantiates the procedural coding and supports reimbursement claims.

Billing and Reimbursement Considerations
Billing for ultrasound guided core biopsy requires understanding payer-specific policies, including
Medicare and private insurers. Reimbursement is influenced by accurate CPT code selection, proper
documentation, and compliance with coding conventions.

Bundling and Modifier Usage
In some cases, ultrasound guidance (CPT 76942) is considered part of the biopsy procedure and bundled,
meaning it cannot be billed separately. When guidance is performed independently, a modifier may be
necessary to indicate a distinct procedural service. Common modifiers include:

-26 (Professional component);

-59 (Distinct procedural service);

-52 (Reduced services).

Understanding when to apply these modifiers ensures appropriate reimbursement and prevents claim



denials.

Reimbursement Rates and Variability
Reimbursement rates for ultrasound guided core biopsy CPT codes vary by geographic location, payer
contracts, and healthcare settings. Awareness of these variables assists providers in financial planning and
coding strategy.

Common Coding Challenges and Solutions
Several challenges arise when coding ultrasound guided core biopsy procedures, including code selection
confusion, improper documentation, and payer denial due to bundling issues.

Challenge: Incorrect Code Selection
Misclassification between fine needle aspiration and core biopsy or failure to specify the use of ultrasound
guidance can lead to claim rejections or underpayment. Thorough understanding of procedure details and
CPT code descriptors resolves this issue.

Challenge: Incomplete Documentation
Insufficient clinical details or omission of ultrasound guidance documentation may cause payers to deny
reimbursement. Emphasizing detailed operative notes and imaging reports mitigates this problem.

Challenge: Bundling and Modifier Misuse
Improper billing of ultrasound guidance as a separate service when it is considered inclusive can result in
denials. Familiarity with payer policies and correct modifier application addresses this challenge effectively.

Best Practices for Accurate Coding and Compliance
Adopting best practices in coding ultrasound guided core biopsy ensures compliance, maximizes
reimbursement, and minimizes claim denials. These practices involve continuous education, thorough
documentation, and collaboration between clinical and billing teams.



Recommendations for Healthcare Providers and Coders

Stay updated with the latest CPT code revisions and payer guidelines;

Ensure comprehensive documentation of the biopsy procedure and ultrasound guidance;

Verify the biopsy type and site before selecting the CPT code;

Apply modifiers correctly based on the nature of services rendered;

Maintain clear communication between radiologists, pathologists, and billing staff;

Conduct regular audits to identify and correct coding errors;

Utilize coding resources and professional coding support when needed.

Implementing these practices fosters accurate and efficient billing processes for ultrasound guided core
biopsy services.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for an ultrasound-guided core biopsy?
The CPT code for an ultrasound-guided core biopsy is typically 19083 for breast biopsy, but it may vary
depending on the biopsy site.

How is the CPT code for ultrasound-guided core biopsy determined?
The CPT code is determined based on the biopsy site, guidance modality, and whether it is a fine needle
aspiration or core needle biopsy.

Can ultrasound guidance be billed separately with a core biopsy CPT
code?
No, ultrasound guidance is generally included in the core biopsy CPT code and should not be billed
separately.



What is the difference between CPT codes 19081 and 19083 in
ultrasound-guided core biopsies?
CPT 19081 refers to breast biopsy with placement of a localization device when performed during the same
session, while 19083 is for core needle breast biopsy without localization.

Are there CPT codes specific to ultrasound-guided core biopsies for organs
other than the breast?
Yes, CPT codes vary by organ. For example, liver biopsies may use code 47000, and thyroid biopsies may
use code 10022 with ultrasound guidance included.

Is modifier usage required when billing ultrasound-guided core biopsy
CPT codes?
Modifiers may be required depending on payer guidelines, such as modifier 26 for professional component
or modifier 59 for distinct procedural services.

How should documentation support the use of ultrasound-guided core
biopsy CPT codes?
Documentation should clearly indicate the biopsy site, use of ultrasound guidance, needle type, number of
samples taken, and any placement of localization devices.

Additional Resources
1. Ultrasound-Guided Core Biopsy: Techniques and CPT Coding Essentials
This book provides a comprehensive overview of ultrasound-guided core biopsy procedures with a detailed
explanation of CPT coding. It is designed for radiologists, coders, and billing specialists to accurately
document and code these procedures. The book includes practical tips for improving coding accuracy and
avoiding common billing errors.

2. Mastering Ultrasound-Guided Biopsy: Clinical Applications and CPT Coding
Focusing on clinical applications, this book covers the step-by-step process of performing ultrasound-guided
core biopsies. It includes case studies and coding guidelines aligned with the latest CPT codes. Readers will
gain insights into optimizing procedural techniques while ensuring proper reimbursement.

3. CPT Code Handbook for Ultrasound-Guided Core Biopsy
This handbook serves as a quick reference guide for healthcare professionals involved in ultrasound-guided
core biopsy coding. It explains the CPT codes relevant to these procedures and offers tips on documentation



for compliance. The book is ideal for coders, billers, and clinicians seeking to streamline the coding process.

4. Ultrasound-Guided Core Biopsy in Breast Imaging: Procedure and Coding
Specializing in breast imaging, this text details ultrasound-guided core biopsy techniques specific to breast
tissue. It integrates clinical procedure descriptions with corresponding CPT codes and billing advice. The
book also addresses challenges in coding breast biopsies and provides solutions to common issues.

5. Imaging and Coding for Ultrasound-Guided Core Biopsy: A Practical Guide
This guide combines imaging fundamentals with procedural coding for ultrasound-guided core biopsies. It
offers clear explanations of ultrasound techniques alongside CPT code assignments. The content is tailored
for radiologists, sonographers, and coding professionals to enhance procedural accuracy and billing.

6. Billing and Coding Strategies for Ultrasound-Guided Core Biopsies
Focusing on the financial aspects, this book explores effective billing and coding strategies for ultrasound-
guided core biopsy services. It highlights the importance of proper CPT code selection and documentation
to maximize reimbursement. The text also discusses compliance issues and auditing tips.

7. Comprehensive Review of Ultrasound-Guided Core Biopsy Procedures and CPT Coding
This comprehensive review covers both the technical and administrative sides of ultrasound-guided core
biopsies. It provides an overview of procedural best practices along with detailed CPT coding instructions.
The book is useful for healthcare providers looking to improve both clinical outcomes and coding accuracy.

8. Ultrasound-Guided Core Biopsy: Clinical Protocols and Coding Insights
Offering clinical protocols and coding insights, this book addresses the practical aspects of performing and
coding ultrasound-guided core biopsies. It includes protocols for various anatomical sites and discusses
relevant CPT codes. The book is a valuable resource for clinicians and coding specialists aiming for
procedural excellence.

9. Radiology Coding: Ultrasound-Guided Core Biopsy Procedures and CPT Codes
This radiology-focused text delves into coding for ultrasound-guided core biopsy procedures within
radiology practices. It explains CPT code selection, modifiers, and documentation requirements specific to
radiology. The book helps radiologists and coding teams ensure accurate coding and compliance in their
billing processes.
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