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umass amherst economics major is a highly regarded academic program designed to provide students

with a strong foundation in economic theory, quantitative methods, and real-world applications. This

major prepares students for diverse career paths in business, government, and academia by equipping

them with analytical skills and a deep understanding of economic principles. The University of

Massachusetts Amherst offers a comprehensive curriculum that balances theoretical coursework with

practical experiences, fostering critical thinking and problem-solving abilities. Students benefit from

access to experienced faculty, research opportunities, and a collaborative learning environment. This

article provides an in-depth overview of the UMass Amherst economics major, covering its curriculum

structure, faculty expertise, career prospects, and unique program features. Readers will gain valuable

insights into why this major stands out for prospective economics students. The following sections

outline the key aspects of pursuing an economics degree at UMass Amherst.

Overview of the UMass Amherst Economics Major

Curriculum and Course Structure

Faculty and Research Opportunities

Career Paths and Job Prospects

Extracurricular and Support Resources

Admission Requirements and Application Process



Overview of the UMass Amherst Economics Major

The UMass Amherst economics major is designed to provide students with a comprehensive

understanding of economic concepts and their applications in various sectors. The program

emphasizes both microeconomics and macroeconomics, enabling students to analyze individual and

aggregate economic behaviors. Its interdisciplinary approach includes aspects of finance, public policy,

and international economics, preparing graduates for the complexities of the global economy. The

major is housed within the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences and benefits from a well-

established academic framework. Students engage in theoretical study complemented by empirical

analysis, leveraging statistical and econometric tools essential for economic research. The program

aims to cultivate analytical rigor and effective communication skills.

Program Objectives

The primary objectives of the UMass Amherst economics major include developing critical thinking,

quantitative analysis capabilities, and a thorough understanding of economic systems. The curriculum

is structured to help students:

Comprehend foundational economic theories and models.

Apply quantitative techniques to analyze economic data.

Understand policy implications and market dynamics.

Develop problem-solving skills relevant to economic challenges.

Prepare for graduate studies or professional careers in economics-related fields.



Unique Features

UMass Amherst’s economics major offers unique features that enhance the student experience, such

as small class sizes for advanced courses, opportunities for independent research, and access to

economic data resources. The program also supports interdisciplinary studies, allowing students to

combine economics with fields like political science, environmental studies, or business administration.

Curriculum and Course Structure

The curriculum for the UMass Amherst economics major is carefully designed to balance foundational

knowledge with specialization options. Students typically complete a set of core courses before

selecting electives tailored to their interests and career goals. The program encourages the

development of strong analytical and quantitative skills through rigorous coursework.

Core Courses

Core courses cover essential economic theories and quantitative methods, including:

Principles of Microeconomics

Principles of Macroeconomics

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Mathematics for Economics



These courses provide a solid foundation in understanding how markets operate, economic policy

impacts, and data analysis techniques.

Elective Options

UMass Amherst offers a wide range of electives that allow students to explore specialized topics such

as:

Labor Economics

Public Economics

Environmental Economics

International Trade and Finance

Development Economics

Health Economics

Electives enable students to tailor their education to specific interests or emerging economic fields.

Capstone Experience

The economics major often culminates in a capstone project or senior seminar, where students apply

their knowledge to real-world economic problems. This experience fosters research skills, critical

analysis, and effective presentation abilities.



Faculty and Research Opportunities

The UMass Amherst economics major is supported by distinguished faculty members actively engaged

in research across numerous economic disciplines. Their expertise enriches classroom instruction and

provides students with opportunities to participate in cutting-edge research projects.

Faculty Expertise

Faculty members specialize in areas including labor economics, environmental policy, econometrics,

international economics, and economic development. Their research contributions are published in

reputable academic journals, and many hold leadership positions in professional economic

associations.

Undergraduate Research

Students have access to research assistantships and independent study options, allowing them to

collaborate with faculty on ongoing projects. These opportunities enhance critical thinking and provide

practical experience in data analysis and economic modeling.

Research Centers and Resources

UMass Amherst hosts several research centers that support economics students, such as the Political

Economy Research Institute (PERI) and the Center for Public Policy and Administration. These centers

offer seminars, workshops, and access to economic data sets, fostering an active academic

community.



Career Paths and Job Prospects

A degree in economics from UMass Amherst opens diverse career avenues in both the public and

private sectors. Graduates are equipped to tackle complex economic challenges and contribute to

policy formulation, business strategy, and research.

Employment Sectors

Economics majors from UMass Amherst find employment in areas including:

Financial services and banking

Government agencies and public policy organizations

Consulting firms

Nonprofit organizations

International organizations and trade bodies

Technology and data analytics companies

Graduate and Professional Studies

Many graduates pursue advanced degrees in economics, business administration, law, or public policy.

The program’s strong quantitative and analytical training facilitates admission to competitive graduate

programs nationwide.



Skills Developed

Students graduate with skills highly valued by employers, including:

Data analysis and econometrics

Critical thinking and problem-solving

Economic modeling and forecasting

Effective written and oral communication

Understanding of economic policy and market dynamics

Extracurricular and Support Resources

The UMass Amherst economics major is complemented by numerous extracurricular activities and

support services that enhance student learning and professional development.

Economics Club and Organizations

The Economics Club provides networking opportunities, guest lectures, and workshops that connect

students with professionals in the field. Participation helps build leadership skills and industry contacts.

Career Services

The university’s career center offers tailored services for economics majors, including resume reviews,

interview preparation, internship placement, and job search assistance.



Tutoring and Academic Support

Students benefit from tutoring programs, study groups, and advising services that support academic

success and course planning within the economics major.

Admission Requirements and Application Process

Prospective students interested in the UMass Amherst economics major must meet specific admission

criteria and follow the application process outlined by the university.

Academic Prerequisites

Applicants should demonstrate strong performance in mathematics, particularly algebra and calculus,

as well as solid preparation in social sciences. High school coursework in economics or related fields

is advantageous.

Application Components

The application typically includes:

Completed application form1.

Official high school transcripts2.

Standardized test scores (if required)3.

Personal statement or essay4.

Letters of recommendation5.



Transfer Students

Transfer applicants from other institutions should provide college transcripts and meet the university’s

transfer credit policies. Advising is available to facilitate the transition into the economics major.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core courses required for an Economics major at UMass

Amherst?

The core courses for an Economics major at UMass Amherst typically include Principles of

Microeconomics, Principles of Macroeconomics, Intermediate Microeconomic Theory, Intermediate

Macroeconomic Theory, Econometrics, and Mathematics for Economists, along with various electives.

Does UMass Amherst offer any specialized tracks or concentrations

within the Economics major?

Yes, UMass Amherst offers specialized tracks within the Economics major such as Environmental

Economics, International Economics, Labor Economics, and Financial Economics, allowing students to

tailor their studies to specific interests.

What career opportunities are available for graduates with an

Economics major from UMass Amherst?

Graduates with an Economics major from UMass Amherst pursue careers in finance, government,

consulting, data analysis, public policy, and further academic research, benefiting from the

department's strong emphasis on quantitative skills and economic theory.



Are there research or internship opportunities for Economics majors at

UMass Amherst?

Yes, UMass Amherst provides various research opportunities through faculty-led projects and offers

internship programs with local businesses, government agencies, and non-profits to give Economics

majors practical experience.

How does UMass Amherst support Economics majors in graduate

school preparation?

UMass Amherst offers advising, GRE preparation resources, and research assistant positions for

Economics majors aiming for graduate studies, helping students build strong applications and gain

relevant experience.

What skills do students develop by majoring in Economics at UMass

Amherst?

Students majoring in Economics at UMass Amherst develop analytical thinking, quantitative and

statistical skills, economic modeling, data analysis, and critical problem-solving abilities applicable

across various industries.

Additional Resources

1. Principles of Economics by N. Gregory Mankiw

This textbook is widely used in economics courses, including those at UMass Amherst. It provides a

comprehensive introduction to microeconomics and macroeconomics, explaining fundamental concepts

such as supply and demand, market structures, and economic policy. The clear writing and real-world

examples make it an essential resource for economics majors.

2. Microeconomics by Robert S. Pindyck and Daniel L. Rubinfeld



Pindyck and Rubinfeld’s Microeconomics offers an in-depth analysis of consumer behavior, firm

production decisions, and market equilibrium. It balances theory and practical applications, making it

ideal for students looking to deepen their understanding of microeconomic principles relevant to UMass

Amherst’s curriculum.

3. Macroeconomics by Olivier Blanchard

This book is a leading text in macroeconomics that covers topics like economic growth, inflation,

unemployment, and fiscal and monetary policy. Blanchard’s approach integrates contemporary

research with policy debates, helping economics majors at UMass Amherst connect theory to real-

world economic issues.

4. Development Economics by Debraj Ray

For students interested in economic development, this book offers a thorough examination of the

challenges and strategies in developing countries. It covers topics such as poverty, inequality, and

growth, providing insights that complement courses focused on global economic issues at UMass

Amherst.

5. Game Theory for Applied Economists by Robert Gibbons

Gibbons’ book introduces game theory concepts in a clear and accessible manner, emphasizing their

application in economics. UMass Amherst economics majors will find it valuable for understanding

strategic interactions in markets, bargaining, and auctions.

6. Econometrics by Fumio Hayashi

This text is a rigorous introduction to econometric theory and methods, essential for empirical

economic analysis. Hayashi covers topics from basic regression to advanced time series analysis,

making it a critical resource for UMass Amherst students conducting data-driven economic research.

7. The Wealth of Nations by Adam Smith

A classic foundational work in economics, this book lays the groundwork for modern economic thought.

UMass Amherst economics majors benefit from understanding Smith’s ideas on free markets, division

of labor, and the invisible hand, which continue to influence contemporary economic theories.



8. Behavioral Economics: When Psychology and Economics Collide by Scott Huettel

This book explores how psychological insights affect economic decision-making. It is especially

relevant for UMass Amherst students interested in behavioral economics, offering perspectives on how

cognitive biases and emotions shape market outcomes.

9. Public Finance and Public Policy by Jonathan Gruber

Gruber’s text covers the role of government in the economy, including taxation, public expenditure, and

social insurance programs. UMass Amherst economics majors studying public economics will find this

book useful for understanding policy design and its economic implications.
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