uncommon lectionary a companion to
common lectionaries

uncommon lectionary a companion to common lectionaries offers a unique perspective on the
structured readings used in many Christian worship services around the world. While common
lectionaries like the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) or the Roman Catholic Lectionary are widely
adopted, there exist less familiar or uncommon lectionaries that serve as valuable companions,
enriching the liturgical experience. This article explores what sets uncommon lectionaries apart,
how they complement the more prevalent systems, and their significance in diverse ecclesiastical
contexts. By examining their historical development, theological emphases, and practical
applications, readers will gain an insightful understanding of their role alongside common
lectionaries. The discussion also highlights specific examples of uncommon lectionary systems and
offers guidance on integrating them effectively within worship planning. This comprehensive
overview is intended for clergy, liturgists, and scholars interested in expanding their knowledge of
lectionary resources beyond the standard offerings.
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Understanding Lectionaries: Common vs. Uncommon

Lectionaries are organized collections of scripture readings appointed for use in worship services
throughout the liturgical year. The most widely recognized are the common lectionaries, such as the
Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), which provide a structured schedule of readings from the Old
Testament, Psalms, Epistles, and Gospels. These common lectionaries are designed for broad
ecumenical use and facilitate uniformity across congregations.

In contrast, uncommon lectionaries function as companions to these standard systems, offering
alternative or supplementary readings that may emphasize different themes, traditions, or liturgical
calendars. They are often tailored to specific denominational, cultural, or theological contexts,
enriching the worship experience by introducing less frequently heard scriptural passages.



Defining Common Lectionaries

Common lectionaries are characterized by their widespread acceptance and systematic approach.
They typically follow a three-year cycle, ensuring a comprehensive coverage of biblical texts. These
lectionaries prioritize inclusivity and balance, allowing congregations to engage with a broad
spectrum of scripture in a predictable rhythm.

Characteristics of Uncommon Lectionaries

Uncommon lectionaries may diverge in cycle length, selection criteria, or liturgical emphasis. They
often highlight particular theological themes, regional saints’ days, or scriptural passages
overlooked in common lectionaries. Their diversity reflects the richness of Christian liturgical
heritage and provides flexibility for worship planners seeking to deepen scriptural engagement.

Historical Background of Uncommon Lectionaries

The development of lectionaries dates back to early Christian worship when scripture readings were
organized to support the liturgical calendar. While common lectionaries have evolved through
ecumenical collaboration, uncommon lectionaries often preserve ancient traditions or local customs
that differ from mainstream practices.

Throughout history, various Christian communities have created distinct lectionary systems to
address their unique spiritual needs, cultural contexts, or theological priorities. These uncommon
lectionaries serve as valuable windows into the diversity of Christian liturgical expression through
the ages.

Origins and Evolution

Many uncommon lectionaries trace their origins to early church traditions, such as the Mozarabic,
Ambrosian, or Byzantine lectionaries, which predate the widespread adoption of the common
lectionaries used today. These systems often include unique feast days, specific readings for local
saints, or different arrangements of scripture passages.

Preservation of Liturgical Heritage

Uncommon lectionaries play a crucial role in preserving distinct liturgical heritages and theological
perspectives. By maintaining these traditions, they offer contemporary worshipers a connection to
historical practices and enrich the broader Christian liturgical landscape.

Key Features of Uncommon Lectionary Systems

Uncommon lectionaries exhibit several defining features that distinguish them from common
lectionaries. These include variations in cycle length, thematic focus, and the inclusion of particular
scriptural texts or liturgical observances. Understanding these features aids in appreciating their
complementary nature.



Cycle Structure and Duration

Unlike the typical three-year cycle of common lectionaries, some uncommon lectionaries utilize one-
year or even multi-year cycles tailored to specific liturgical or pastoral needs. This flexibility allows
for deeper exploration of certain biblical books or themes.

Thematic and Liturgical Emphasis

Uncommon lectionaries often prioritize themes such as social justice, creation care, or particular
doctrinal emphases. They may also incorporate readings for local saints or regional feasts, reflecting
the cultural and ecclesiastical context of their communities.

Selection of Scripture Readings

These lectionaries sometimes feature scriptural passages that are less commonly used in
mainstream cycles, providing fresh insights and spiritual nourishment. This approach encourages a
broader engagement with the Bible and can challenge congregations to contemplate new scriptural
perspectives.

Examples of Uncommon Lectionaries as Companions

Several uncommon lectionaries have been developed to serve as companions to common
lectionaries, offering alternative readings or additional resources for worship planning. Below are
notable examples that illustrate the diversity and utility of these systems.

e The Narrative Lectionary: Structured around the overarching story of scripture, it focuses
on a chronological reading of biblical narratives, complementing the thematic approach of
common lectionaries.

e The Revised Anglican Lectionary: Maintains traditional Anglican liturgical emphases and
feast days, providing a distinct but harmonious alternative to the RCL.

e The African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Lectionary: Reflects the theological and cultural
perspectives of the AME Church, including readings that highlight the African American
spiritual heritage.

e The Orthodox Lectionary: Centers on the Byzantine liturgical calendar and patristic
readings, offering a rich complement to Western lectionary traditions.

Comparative Benefits

Each of these uncommon lectionaries enriches worship by providing fresh theological perspectives,
emphasizing particular scriptural themes, or honoring unique liturgical traditions. They serve as



valuable companions by broadening the scriptural and spiritual horizons of congregations
accustomed to common lectionaries.

Practical Benefits of Using an Uncommon Lectionary

Incorporating an uncommon lectionary as a companion to common lectionaries offers numerous
practical advantages for worship leaders and congregations. These benefits enhance liturgical
creativity, scriptural engagement, and community identity.

Enhanced Scriptural Diversity

Uncommon lectionaries introduce readings that may be absent from common cycles, increasing the
breadth of biblical exposure and encouraging fresh reflections on scripture.

Liturgical Flexibility and Adaptability

Using an uncommon lectionary allows worship planners to adapt the liturgical calendar to better
reflect local traditions, cultural contexts, or theological emphases, fostering a more relevant worship
experience.

Deepened Theological Reflection

Alternative readings can prompt deeper theological inquiry and spiritual growth by highlighting
neglected or challenging passages, enriching sermon preparation and teaching.

Strengthening Community Identity

Uncommon lectionaries often incorporate elements unique to specific faith communities, helping
congregations affirm their heritage and distinctiveness within the broader Christian tradition.

Integrating Uncommon Lectionaries with Common
Lectionaries

Effective integration of uncommon lectionaries as companions to common lectionaries requires
thoughtful planning and pastoral sensitivity. This section outlines practical strategies for harmonious
use.

Planning and Coordination

Worship leaders should carefully review both lectionaries to identify complementary readings and
thematic alignments. Coordinated planning ensures that the uncommon lectionary enhances rather



than conflicts with established liturgical patterns.

Contextualizing Scripture Readings

Providing congregational education about the origins and significance of uncommon lectionary
readings fosters appreciation and engagement. Sermons and liturgical materials can highlight the
unique insights these readings offer.

Flexibility in Worship Design

Uncommon lectionaries can be used selectively, such as during special seasons, feast days, or
thematic sermon series. This approach allows congregations to experience the richness of
alternative readings without abandoning familiar structures.

Collaborative Leadership

Engaging clergy, music ministers, and liturgical planners in the process promotes cohesive worship
experiences. Collaboration ensures that all elements—scripture, music, and prayers—reflect the
chosen lectionary’s character.

1. Review both lectionaries’ calendars and readings in advance.

2. Select readings from the uncommon lectionary that complement or enhance the common
lectionary’s themes.

3. Educate the congregation about the purpose and background of the uncommon lectionary.
4. Integrate uncommon readings into worship services thoughtfully and intentionally.

5. Evaluate the impact and adjust future planning accordingly.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Uncommon Lectionary: A Companion to Common
Lectionaries'?

‘Uncommon Lectionary: A Companion to Common Lectionaries' is a resource designed to
supplement traditional lectionaries by offering alternative scripture readings and themes that
encourage fresh perspectives in worship planning.



How does the 'Uncommon Lectionary' differ from traditional
common lectionaries?

Unlike traditional common lectionaries that follow a fixed set of scripture readings, the 'Uncommon
Lectionary' provides less commonly used passages and thematic options to enrich and diversify
worship experiences.

Who would benefit most from using the 'Uncommon
Lectionary'?

Clergy, worship leaders, and liturgists seeking to expand their preaching and worship resources
beyond standard scripture selections would benefit from using the 'Uncommon Lectionary.'

Can the 'Uncommon Lectionary' be integrated with existing
lectionary systems like the Revised Common Lectionary?

Yes, the 'Uncommon Lectionary' is designed as a companion resource, allowing users to integrate its
readings alongside or in place of those found in the Revised Common Lectionary and other
traditional systems.

What are the advantages of incorporating the 'Uncommon
Lectionary' in church worship planning?

Incorporating the 'Uncommon Lectionary' can bring renewed engagement by introducing fresh
biblical texts, helping congregations encounter scripture in new ways, and fostering deeper
theological reflection.

Does the 'Uncommon Lectionary' cover the entire liturgical
year?

Typically, the 'Uncommon Lectionary' offers readings that correspond to key seasons and themes
throughout the liturgical year, providing alternatives that complement standard cycle readings.

Where can one access or purchase the 'Uncommon Lectionary:
A Companion to Common Lectionaries'?

The 'Uncommon Lectionary' can usually be found through religious bookstores, online retailers, or
directly from publishers specializing in liturgical resources.

Additional Resources

1. Uncommon Lectionary Insights: Exploring Alternative Scripture Readings

This book offers an in-depth exploration of lesser-known lectionary cycles from various Christian
traditions. It provides pastors and lay readers with fresh perspectives and alternative scripture
readings to enrich worship services. The author highlights the theological and pastoral benefits of



integrating uncommon lectionaries alongside standard ones.

2. A Companion to the Common Lectionary: Expanding Liturgical Horizons

Designed as a practical guide, this companion book supplements the common lectionary with
additional scriptural options and reflections. It encourages worship planners to diversify their
readings and engage congregations with a broader biblical narrative. The book includes historical
context and suggestions for thematic worship planning.

3. Beyond the Common Lectionary: A Guide to Alternative Worship Cycles

This volume introduces readers to various alternative lectionaries used around the world, including
those from lesser-known denominations and cultural contexts. It discusses how these lectionaries
can complement or replace the common lectionary to reflect local traditions and contemporary
issues. The book is ideal for ministers seeking to contextualize scripture in unique ways.

4. Lectionary Alternatives: A Resource for Creative Preaching and Worship

Focusing on creativity in worship, this resource presents a range of uncommon lectionary options,
complete with sermon ideas and liturgical suggestions. It supports clergy and worship leaders in
crafting meaningful services that break away from the routine scripture readings. The book also
addresses pastoral considerations for introducing new lectionary patterns.

5. The Uncommon Lectionary Companion: Enriching the Liturgical Year

This companion volume offers an extensive collection of scripture selections from non-mainstream
lectionaries, organized by liturgical seasons. It emphasizes the benefits of diversifying scripture
readings to deepen congregational engagement and theological reflection. The author provides
commentary on how these readings can enhance traditional worship frameworks.

6. Exploring Rare Lectionaries: A Handbook for Pastors and Worship Leaders

A practical handbook that introduces rare and historic lectionary traditions, this book equips church
leaders with tools to incorporate these readings thoughtfully. It includes background information,
thematic connections, and suggestions for adapting uncommon lectionaries to modern worship
contexts. The focus is on broadening the spiritual and educational impact of scripture readings.

7. Uncommon Lectionary Paths: Navigating Scripture Beyond the Familiar

This book encourages readers to explore scripture through less familiar lectionary routes, providing
fresh insights and renewed spiritual vitality. It features comparative analyses of various lectionary
systems and their theological implications. Ideal for clergy, seminary students, and liturgists seeking
to expand their scriptural repertoire.

8. The Companion Guide to Ecumenical Lectionaries

Highlighting ecumenical efforts in scripture reading, this guide presents a range of lectionaries
developed for interdenominational use. It discusses the challenges and opportunities of adopting
uncommon lectionaries that promote unity and diversity within the body of Christ. The book also
offers practical advice for implementing ecumenical readings in worship.

9. Uncommon Lectionary Resources for Contemporary Worship

This resource book compiles unique lectionary materials tailored for modern worship settings,
including digital and multimedia suggestions. It aims to assist worship leaders in integrating
uncommon scripture readings with contemporary worship styles and technologies. The text includes
case studies and testimonials from churches that have embraced alternative lectionaries.
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