
underbelly a tale of two cities
underbelly a tale of two cities is a gripping Australian television drama series that explores the
dark, complex world of organized crime in two distinct cities. This captivating series is known for its
intense storytelling, rich character development, and its portrayal of real-life criminal events. The
show delves into the underworld of crime, focusing on the contrasting environments and criminal
enterprises in Sydney and Melbourne, hence the subtitle "a tale of two cities." This article provides an
in-depth analysis of the series, its background, themes, and impact on Australian television and true
crime storytelling. Additionally, it examines the cultural significance of underbelly a tale of two cities
and its contribution to the genre of crime drama. The following sections will guide readers through the
origins, plot overview, characters, and legacy of this influential series.
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Background and Development of Underbelly: A Tale of
Two Cities
Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities is the second season of the acclaimed Australian Underbelly series,
which originally premiered in 2008. The series was developed by Screentime and aired on the Nine
Network, quickly becoming one of Australia's most popular and talked-about television dramas. Based
on real criminal events, the show draws from investigative journalism and court records to provide an
accurate yet dramatized portrayal of the criminal underworld.

The development of this season was inspired by the desire to explore the criminal activities and law
enforcement efforts in two major Australian cities: Sydney and Melbourne. The title "a tale of two
cities" reflects the dual narrative structure, contrasting the different criminal networks and the socio-
political environments that shaped them. The series was created with a strong emphasis on
authenticity, which involved extensive research and consultation with experts in the field of crime and
law enforcement.

Plot Overview and Setting
Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities is set primarily in the 1970s and 1980s, a period marked by
significant changes in Australian society and the rise of organized crime. The narrative follows two



parallel storylines: one centered on the criminal underworld of Sydney, and the other on Melbourne’s
burgeoning crime scene. This dual setting allows the series to explore how different cities faced
unique challenges with crime and corruption.

The Sydney storyline focuses on the infamous drug trade and violent conflicts between rival gangs,
while the Melbourne plotline delves into the activities of the Carlton Crew, a notorious criminal
organization involved in racketeering, extortion, and murder. The series intricately weaves these
storylines together, highlighting the interconnectedness of criminal enterprises across state borders.
The stark differences and occasional overlaps between the two cities provide viewers with a
comprehensive understanding of the complexities of crime during this era.

Key Locations
The series features a range of authentic locations that enhance its realism. From the gritty streets of
Sydney’s western suburbs to the inner-city alleys of Melbourne, the setting plays a crucial role in
establishing the atmosphere and tone of the narrative. These locations are not only backdrops but
also act as characters themselves, representing the socio-economic conditions that influenced
criminal behavior.

Main Characters and Real-Life Inspirations
Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities boasts a large ensemble cast, many of whom are based on real-life
figures from the Australian criminal world. The characters are portrayed with depth and complexity,
avoiding simplistic villain stereotypes to instead depict their motivations, loyalties, and personal
struggles.

Prominent characters include George Freeman, a Sydney crime kingpin known for his involvement in
gambling and drug trafficking, and Robert Trimbole, a key figure in the Melbourne heroin trade. Other
notable personalities include Detective Sergeant Joe Messina, who represents the law enforcement
perspective and the challenges faced in combating organized crime.

Real-Life Inspirations
The series is grounded in factual events, drawing heavily from real court cases, police investigations,
and media reports. This foundation lends credibility to the narrative and allows audiences to gain
insight into the actual historical context of Australian crime. The creators took care to balance
dramatic storytelling with factual accuracy, which has been praised by critics and viewers alike.

Thematic Elements and Storytelling Techniques
Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities employs various thematic elements and narrative techniques to
engage its audience and provide a nuanced portrayal of crime. Central themes include power
dynamics, loyalty and betrayal, the impact of crime on communities, and the blurred lines between
legality and illegality.

The series uses a non-linear storytelling approach at times, incorporating flashbacks and multiple
viewpoints to build suspense and deepen character development. This technique allows for a more



complex and layered narrative, reflecting the intricate nature of organized crime.

Use of Realism and Dramatization
While grounded in true events, the series incorporates dramatized scenes to enhance emotional
impact and narrative flow. This blend of realism and creative license helps maintain viewer interest
while respecting the factual basis of the story. The attention to period detail, dialogue, and costume
design contributes to the immersive experience.

Crime and Law Enforcement Perspectives
The juxtaposition of criminal enterprises with law enforcement efforts is a recurring motif. The series
portrays police officers not just as enforcers of the law but as individuals grappling with moral
dilemmas, corruption, and personal risk. This balanced depiction adds depth and complexity to the
narrative.

Reception and Cultural Impact
Upon release, Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities received widespread critical acclaim for its compelling
storytelling, strong performances, and historical accuracy. It attracted high viewership ratings and
sparked renewed public interest in the history of Australian organized crime. The series also garnered
several awards and nominations, solidifying its status as a landmark in Australian television.

The show’s cultural impact extends beyond entertainment, influencing public discourse on crime,
justice, and media representation of criminal figures. It has been credited with raising awareness
about the socio-economic factors contributing to crime and the challenges faced by law enforcement
agencies during the period depicted.

Controversies and Challenges
Despite its success, the series faced controversies, including legal challenges from individuals
portrayed in the show and debates over the glamorization of criminals. These issues highlighted the
tensions inherent in adapting real-life crime stories for entertainment purposes.

Legacy and Influence on Crime Drama Genre
Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities has left a lasting legacy within the crime drama genre, both in
Australia and internationally. Its innovative approach to storytelling and commitment to authenticity
set new standards for television dramas based on true crime. The success of the series paved the way
for subsequent seasons and inspired other productions to explore similar themes.

The series also influenced how crime dramas integrate historical events with fictionalized narratives,
encouraging a more serious and respectful treatment of true crime stories. Its impact is evident in the
continued popularity of the Underbelly franchise and the growing interest in documentary-style crime
dramas worldwide.



Key Contributions to Television

Blending factual events with engaging dramatization

Highlighting complex character portrayals beyond stereotypes

Raising production values for crime drama series

Encouraging regional storytelling with local crime histories

Influencing future true crime adaptations and series

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities' about?
'Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities' is an Australian crime drama series that explores the notorious drug
trade and criminal activities in Sydney and Melbourne during the 1970s and 1980s.

Is 'Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities' based on a true story?
Yes, the series is based on real events and true crime stories involving the infamous drug barons and
criminal networks operating in Australia during that era.

Who are the main characters in 'Underbelly: A Tale of Two
Cities'?
The main characters include Terry Clark and Robert Trimbole, who are central figures in the drug
trade depicted in the series, along with law enforcement officers trying to bring them to justice.

How many episodes are there in 'Underbelly: A Tale of Two
Cities'?
The series consists of 12 episodes, each detailing various aspects of the criminal underworld and
related law enforcement efforts.

Where can I watch 'Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities'?
'Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities' is available on several streaming platforms, including Australian
services like Foxtel and sometimes available on international platforms depending on licensing.

What makes 'Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities' stand out from



other crime dramas?
The series is praised for its gritty and realistic portrayal of historical crime events, strong character
development, and its detailed depiction of the socio-political environment in Australia during the 70s
and 80s.

Additional Resources
1. Underbelly: Shadows of the City
This gripping novel delves into the hidden criminal networks that operate beneath the surface of two
bustling cities. It explores the lives of those caught between law enforcement and organized crime,
revealing the complexities of loyalty and survival. Through intertwined stories, readers experience the
raw and gritty reality of urban underworlds.

2. Underbelly: Echoes Between the Skyscrapers
Set against the backdrop of two contrasting cities, this book uncovers the secrets that lie beneath the
glimmering facades. It follows a detective and a journalist as they navigate corruption, betrayal, and
unexpected alliances. The narrative highlights the stark differences and surprising similarities in the
cities’ underbellies.

3. Underbelly: The Dual City Chronicles
A tale of two cities locked in a dangerous dance of crime and justice, this story reveals the parallels in
their underground worlds. From drug cartels to black-market dealings, the book portrays the shadow
economies thriving in the cracks of urban life. Characters from both cities find their fates intertwined
in a high-stakes game.

4. Underbelly: Crossroads of Deception
At the intersection of two metropolitan giants lies a web of deceit and power struggles. This novel
weaves together the perspectives of criminals, victims, and law enforcers as they collide in
unexpected ways. The narrative exposes the human cost of corruption and the fight for redemption.

5. Underbelly: Two Cities, One Darkness
Exploring the dark undercurrents that connect two seemingly disparate cities, this book dives deep
into organized crime, poverty, and the fight for control. It showcases the resilience of communities
trying to survive amidst chaos. The story challenges readers to consider the blurred lines between
good and evil.

6. Underbelly: Secrets Beneath the Skyline
Amid towering skyscrapers and bustling streets, hidden stories unfold in the shadows. This novel
uncovers the silent battles waged by those living on the fringes of two major cities. Themes of trust,
betrayal, and survival are explored through richly drawn characters.

7. Underbelly: The City Divide
Focusing on the social and economic divides that foster crime, this book contrasts the lives of people
in two urban environments. It follows multiple storylines that intersect around a pivotal event shaking
both cities. The narrative highlights how environment shapes destiny and choices.

8. Underbelly: Web of the Twin Cities
In this suspenseful thriller, a network of criminals operates across two cities, challenging law
enforcement at every turn. The story unravels the complex connections between gangs, politicians,



and everyday citizens. Tension mounts as secrets threaten to bring both cities to their knees.

9. Underbelly: Bloodlines of Two Cities
This intense drama traces the lineage of crime families entrenched in two cities over generations. It
explores themes of legacy, power, and the cyclical nature of violence. Through multi-generational
storytelling, the book reveals how history shapes the present underworld.
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