
underbelly the tale of two cities

underbelly the tale of two cities is a gripping Australian television drama that delves into the

intertwined criminal underworlds of Melbourne and Sydney during the late 1970s and early 1980s. This

series offers a stark and compelling portrayal of organized crime, law enforcement efforts, and the

social dynamics that shaped two of Australia's largest cities. It is renowned for its meticulous attention

to historical detail, complex characters, and intense storytelling that captures the essence of a

transformative era in Australian history. This article explores the origins, plot, characters, and cultural

significance of Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities, providing an in-depth understanding of its thematic

elements and impact. Readers will also find an analysis of the show's reception, production quality,

and its place within the broader Underbelly franchise. The following sections present a comprehensive

overview of this influential crime drama.
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Production and Filming Details
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Reception and Critical Analysis
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Overview of Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities

Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities is the second season of the popular Australian crime drama series

Underbelly. It originally aired in 2009 and is based on real-life events involving organized crime in

Sydney and Melbourne. The series spans from 1976 to 1987, depicting the violent clashes between

criminal syndicates and the efforts of law enforcement to bring them to justice. Unlike the first season,

which focused primarily on Melbourne's gangland wars in the 1990s, this installment explores an

earlier period and the origins of many criminal figures featured later in the franchise.

Plot Summary

The narrative centers on the rise of two notorious crime families—the Calabrian mafia in Melbourne

and the Sydney-based criminal syndicates. The storyline follows major events such as drug trafficking,

murders, and the infiltration of organized crime into legitimate businesses and politics. Central to the

plot are the criminal activities of figures like Robert Trimbole and the infamous Mr. Asia drug syndicate,

which operated across both cities, linking the tale of two urban centers through a shared underworld.

Relation to the Underbelly Franchise

This season serves as a prequel to the original Underbelly series, providing background and context to

the criminal networks that shaped the later gangland wars. It maintains the franchise's signature style

of dramatizing true crime stories with a focus on authenticity and complex character development.

Historical Context and Background

The series is grounded in actual events that occurred during a turbulent period in Australian criminal

history. The late 1970s and 1980s saw the expansion of drug trafficking, particularly heroin, and the

consolidation of mafia-style organizations. The show captures the socio-political environment of the

time, including law enforcement challenges and legislative responses to organized crime.



Drug Trade and Organized Crime

The rise of the Mr. Asia drug syndicate marked a significant escalation in heroin importation and

distribution in Australia. This network operated internationally, connecting Asian drug producers with

Australian markets through key figures portrayed in the series. The depiction of these criminal

enterprises highlights the complexity and reach of underworld operations in both Melbourne and

Sydney.

Law Enforcement Efforts

The series also illustrates the efforts of police units and government agencies to dismantle these

syndicates. It reflects on the limitations and corruption within law enforcement during the era, as well

as the eventual implementation of more coordinated approaches to combat organized crime.

Main Characters and Storylines

The strength of Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities lies in its richly developed characters and

interwoven narratives that bring the historical context to life. The series balances multiple perspectives,

from notorious criminals to dedicated law enforcement officers.

Key Criminal Figures

Robert Trimbole: A central figure in the Melbourne mafia, Trimbole is portrayed as a ruthless and

strategic leader deeply involved in drug trafficking.

Tony Mokbel: Although more prominent in later series, his early criminal activities are

foreshadowed in this season.

Kim Hollingsworth: A notable character whose story intersects with the criminal world and law



enforcement.

Mr. Asia Syndicate Members: Various characters involved in the international drug trade are

depicted, illustrating the network’s complexity.

Law Enforcement and Legal Figures

On the opposite side, the series showcases the challenges faced by police officers and prosecutors.

These characters provide insight into the systemic issues and personal sacrifices involved in tackling

organized crime.

Production and Filming Details

Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities was produced by Screentime and aired on the Nine Network. The

production is noted for its high-quality cinematography, accurate period settings, and strong

performances by the cast.

Filming Locations

The series was primarily filmed in Melbourne, with locations carefully chosen to represent both

Melbourne and Sydney during the 1970s and 1980s. The attention to detail in set design and

costumes contributes to the authenticity of the period portrayal.

Casting and Direction

The casting brought together experienced actors who delivered compelling portrayals of complex

characters. Direction focused on a gritty, realistic style that emphasizes tension and character-driven

storytelling.



Themes and Cultural Significance

The series explores themes of power, loyalty, corruption, and the impact of crime on communities. It

also reflects on the social changes occurring in Australia during the era, including shifting attitudes

toward law enforcement and justice.

Crime and Society

Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities illustrates how organized crime infiltrated everyday life, influencing

politics, business, and public perception. The show raises questions about morality and the

consequences of criminal activity on society.

Representation of Dual Cities

The title emphasizes the parallel yet interconnected criminal worlds of Melbourne and Sydney. The

series contrasts the cultural and operational differences between the two cities while highlighting their

shared challenges.

Reception and Critical Analysis

The series received positive reviews for its compelling storytelling, historical accuracy, and production

values. Critics praised its ability to humanize criminal figures without glamorizing their actions,

maintaining a careful balance of entertainment and factual representation.

Audience Response

Viewership was strong, with audiences drawn to the intense drama and complex characters. The show

contributed to renewed interest in Australia's criminal history and the Underbelly franchise as a whole.



Critical Perspectives

While lauded for its quality, some critiques focused on the graphic violence and the ethical implications

of dramatizing real criminal events. Nonetheless, it remains a significant work within Australian

television crime drama.

Impact on Australian Television and Crime Drama Genre

Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities helped solidify the Underbelly series as a landmark in Australian

television. Its success influenced subsequent crime dramas and demonstrated the audience’s appetite

for true crime storytelling rooted in national history.

Legacy within the Franchise

This season expanded the franchise’s scope by exploring earlier historical periods, enriching the

overall narrative continuity. It set a precedent for future series to delve deeper into the origins and

evolution of criminal networks.

Influence on Crime Drama Production

The show’s high production standards and narrative complexity influenced how crime stories were

produced in Australia, encouraging more nuanced and historically informed approaches to the genre.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities' about?

'Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities' is a crime drama series that explores the real-life events and



criminal underworld of Sydney and Melbourne during the late 1970s and early 1980s, focusing on

notorious figures and the rise of organized crime.

Is 'Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities' based on a true story?

Yes, the series is based on true events and real-life criminals, dramatizing the conflicts and key

moments in Australian crime history during the specified period.

Who are the main characters in 'Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities'?

The show features key figures such as Terry Clark, a New Zealand drug lord, and other criminals and

law enforcement officers involved in the criminal underworld and drug trade between Sydney and

Melbourne.

How many episodes are there in 'Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities'?

'Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities' consists of 13 episodes, each detailing different aspects and

events of the crime saga.

Where can I watch 'Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities'?

The series is available on various streaming platforms depending on your region, including Australian

services like 9Now and international platforms that host Australian dramas.

What time period does 'Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities' cover?

The series covers the late 1970s to early 1980s, highlighting the escalation of drug trafficking and

gang conflicts in Sydney and Melbourne.

How does 'Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities' connect to other

Underbelly series?

'The Tale of Two Cities' is the second season of the Underbelly franchise, continuing the theme of

dramatizing Australia's criminal history but focusing on a different era and set of events compared to



the first season.

Additional Resources

1. Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities – The Untold Crimes

This book delves deeper into the criminal activities that shaped the narrative of "Underbelly: The Tale

of Two Cities." It explores the major crime syndicates operating in both cities, their key players, and

the law enforcement efforts to bring them down. The book provides a detailed analysis of the socio-

political environment that allowed crime to flourish.

2. Underbelly: Brothers in Crime

Focusing on the relationships and rivalries between the main characters in "Underbelly: The Tale of

Two Cities," this book uncovers the personal stories behind the crime wars. It highlights the bonds of

loyalty and betrayal that defined the underworld, giving readers a closer look at the human side of

organized crime.

3. The Rise and Fall of the Underworld Empires

This title examines the historical development of the criminal organizations depicted in "Underbelly:

The Tale of Two Cities." It traces their origins, expansion, and eventual decline, providing context to

the events portrayed in the series. The book also discusses the impact of these empires on the cities’

communities.

4. Law and Disorder: Policing the Underbelly

This book provides an inside look at the police strategies and operations used to combat crime in the

two cities featured in "Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities." It includes interviews with law enforcement

officers and explores the challenges of tackling organized crime amidst corruption and limited

resources.

5. Women of the Underworld

Highlighting the often-overlooked female figures in "Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities," this book tells

the stories of women who played crucial roles in the criminal world. From masterminds to informants, it



sheds light on their influence and struggles within a male-dominated environment.

6. Underbelly: The True Stories Behind the Fiction

This investigative book separates fact from fiction by comparing the dramatized events of "Underbelly:

The Tale of Two Cities" with real-life cases. It reveals the true stories that inspired the series and

offers insights into the accuracy of the show's portrayal of crime and law enforcement.

7. Corruption and Power: Politics in the Underbelly

Exploring the intersection of crime and politics, this book discusses how corruption allowed the

underworld to thrive in the two cities. It investigates political scandals, bribery, and the complicity of

officials, providing a comprehensive view of the systemic issues depicted in the series.

8. The Underbelly Code: Crime Culture and Language

This title delves into the unique culture and language of the criminal underworld featured in

"Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities." It analyzes slang, symbols, and rituals, offering readers a deeper

understanding of how criminals communicate and maintain loyalty within their ranks.

9. Aftermath: The Legacy of Underbelly

Focusing on the aftermath of the events in "Underbelly: The Tale of Two Cities," this book explores

how the cities and their residents have been impacted long-term. It discusses reforms, ongoing

challenges, and the lingering effects of the crime wars on communities and families.
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