
united methodist hymnal
United Methodist Hymnal is a vital resource in the worship life of the United Methodist Church
(UMC), providing a rich tapestry of music that reflects the church's theology, heritage, and mission.
This collection of hymns, songs, and liturgical resources serves not only as a guide for
congregational singing but also as a means of spiritual nourishment, fostering a deeper connection
to faith and community. The hymnal is an important tool for worship leaders and congregants alike,
and its contents have shaped the worship practices of countless congregations across the globe.

History and Development of the United Methodist
Hymnal

The journey of the United Methodist Hymnal began in the early years of the Methodist movement,
which traces its roots back to the 18th century and the work of John Wesley. Wesley's emphasis on
singing as a form of worship led to the early compilation of hymnals that were used by the
burgeoning Methodist societies.

Early Hymnals

1. Wesley's Contributions: John Wesley published numerous hymn collections, with "Hymns and
Sacred Poems" in 1739 being one of the most notable. His selections emphasized doctrinal teachings
and personal piety.

2. The Methodist Episcopal Church: In 1786, the first official hymnal of the Methodist Episcopal
Church was published. This hymnal included many hymns by Wesley and his contemporaries,
establishing a foundation for future hymnals.

3. Consolidation: Throughout the 19th century, as various branches of Methodism developed,
different hymnals were produced, reflecting the distinct theological emphases and cultural contexts
of the time. The merging of denominations in the 20th century led to a need for a unified hymnal.

The 1989 Hymnal

The current United Methodist Hymnal, published in 1989, is the result of the efforts to create a
comprehensive collection that speaks to the diverse experiences and backgrounds of United
Methodists. It includes:

- Hymns: Traditional and contemporary hymns spanning centuries and cultures.
- Songs: A variety of musical styles, including gospel, spirituals, and contemporary Christian music.
- Liturgical Resources: Prayers, responses, and other liturgical elements that enrich worship
experiences.



Structure of the United Methodist Hymnal

The United Methodist Hymnal is organized in a way that facilitates worship planning and
congregational participation. Its structure can be broken down into several key sections.

Main Sections

1. The Order of Worship: This section includes various liturgical elements such as call to worship,
prayers, and responses that guide the congregation through the worship service.

2. Hymns: The bulk of the hymnal consists of hymns categorized thematically, making it easy for
worship leaders to select appropriate music for specific services.

3. Psalms and Canticles: A selection of psalms set to music, allowing congregations to engage with
scripture in a sung format.

4. Music Resources: This section includes various musical notations, such as hymn tunes, chord
charts, and instructions for congregational singing.

5. Liturgical Songs and Responses: These are short, repetitive songs meant to enhance participation
during specific parts of the service.

Thematic Categories in the Hymnal

The United Methodist Hymnal organizes hymns into thematic categories that align with the church
calendar and key aspects of Christian faith. This thematic organization assists worship leaders in
selecting hymns that complement the message of the service.

Common Themes

1. Advent and Christmas: Hymns that celebrate the anticipation and joy of the coming of Christ.

2. Lent and Easter: Songs that reflect on themes of repentance, sacrifice, resurrection, and new life.

3. Pentecost: Hymns celebrating the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the church.

4. Praise and Worship: Uplifting songs that express adoration and reverence for God.

5. Service and Mission: Hymns that inspire action and commitment to serving others and spreading
the Gospel.



Impact of the United Methodist Hymnal

The United Methodist Hymnal has had a significant impact on the worship life of the church and
beyond. Its influence can be seen in various ways:

Spiritual Formation

- Encouragement of Personal Reflection: The hymns often encourage congregants to reflect on their
faith and relationship with God, providing a means for personal and communal spiritual growth.
- Connecting Generations: Many hymns have been sung for centuries, allowing congregations to
connect with the historical faith of the church while also incorporating contemporary expressions of
worship.

Cultural Relevance

- Diversity of Music: The hymnal includes a wide range of
musical styles, reflecting the diverse cultural backgrounds of
United Methodists around the world. This diversity enriches
worship experiences and fosters inclusivity within the church.
- Global Influence: Many hymns in the hymnal are translations
or adaptations from global Christian traditions, helping to
bridge cultural gaps and promote a sense of unity among
believers.

Challenges and Future of the United Methodist Hymnal

As with any resource, the United Methodist Hymnal faces
challenges in a rapidly changing cultural landscape. The rise
of contemporary worship styles and the proliferation of digital
resources have prompted discussions about the relevance and
future of traditional hymnals.



Adapting to Change

1. Incorporation of Contemporary Music: The UMC has seen a
growing interest in contemporary worship music, prompting
discussions on how to integrate these styles into traditional
worship settings.

2. Digital Resources: With the advent of technology, many
congregations are turning to digital platforms for worship
resources. This shift challenges the traditional printed
hymnal, leading to considerations for electronic versions or
apps.

3. Continued Relevance: The hymnal must continually evolve
to reflect the theological and cultural contexts of the church,
ensuring that it remains a vital resource for worship.

Conclusion

The United Methodist Hymnal is more than just a collection of
songs; it is a testament to the faith, traditions, and diverse
expressions of worship within the United Methodist Church.
Its rich history and carefully curated contents serve as a guide
for congregational life, offering a means for spiritual
formation and connection to the broader Christian
community. As the church moves forward, it will be essential
to navigate the challenges of a changing landscape while
honoring the enduring legacy of hymnody that has shaped the
faith of countless individuals and congregations. Whether
through traditional hymn singing or contemporary worship



styles, the hymnal will continue to play a vital role in fostering
a vibrant and dynamic worship experience for all who gather
in the name of Christ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the United Methodist Hymnal?

The United Methodist Hymnal is a collection of hymns,
liturgies, and prayers used in United Methodist worship
services.

When was the United Methodist Hymnal first published?

The first edition of the United Methodist Hymnal was
published in 1989.

How many hymns are included in the United Methodist
Hymnal?

The United Methodist Hymnal includes over 600 hymns and
songs.

What types of songs are featured in the United Methodist
Hymnal?

The hymnal features traditional hymns, contemporary worship
songs, and spirituals, reflecting a variety of musical styles.



Is the United Methodist Hymnal used outside of the United
Methodist Church?

Yes, many hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal are used
in various Christian denominations and settings.

Are there any notable hymns in the United Methodist Hymnal?

Yes, notable hymns include 'Amazing Grace', 'How Great Thou
Art', and 'Holy, Holy, Holy'.

What revisions have been made to the United Methodist
Hymnal since its original publication?

The hymnal has undergone revisions for inclusivity and to
update language, with the most recent updates being in 2016.

How can congregations access the United Methodist Hymnal?

Congregations can purchase physical copies of the hymnal or
access digital versions through various online platforms.

Does the United Methodist Hymnal include resources for
worship planning?

Yes, it includes liturgies, prayers, and guidance for worship
planning alongside the hymns.



Are there any plans for a new edition of the United Methodist
Hymnal?

As of now, there are discussions about future editions, but no
official plans have been announced for a new hymnal.
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