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The University of Maryland (UMD) is one of the leading institutions for computer science education in the
United States. The university's Computer Science Department is renowned for its rigorous academic
programs, cutting-edge research, and vibrant community of scholars and practitioners. For prospective
students aiming to advance their careers through a graduate degree in computer science, understanding
the application deadlines is crucial. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the University of
Maryland's computer science graduate application deadlines, the application process, requirements, and tips
for prospective applicants.

Overview of the University of Maryland's Computer Science
Graduate Programs

The University of Maryland offers several graduate programs in computer science, including:

- Master of Science (MS) in Computer Science: A flexible program that prepares students for advanced
careers in industry or further academic study.
- Master of Professional Studies (MPS) in Data Science: A program focused on applying data science
techniques to real-world problems, ideal for working professionals.
- Ph.D. in Computer Science: Designed for students interested in research, this program prepares graduates
for academic positions or advanced roles in industry research.

Each of these programs has unique features, but they all share a commitment to providing students with a
solid foundation in computer science principles, hands-on experience, and opportunities for research.

Application Deadlines

The application deadlines for graduate programs in computer science at the University of Maryland vary
depending on the program and the semester for which students are applying. Here is a breakdown of the
key deadlines:



Master of Science (MS) in Computer Science

- Fall Semester:
- Priority Deadline: December 15 of the previous year
- Regular Deadline: January 15 of the previous year
- Spring Semester:
- Application Deadline: September 15 of the previous year
- Summer Semester:
- Application Deadline: February 15 of the same year

Master of Professional Studies (MPS) in Data Science

- Fall Semester:
- Application Deadline: April 1 of the same year
- Spring Semester:
- Application Deadline: October 1 of the previous year

Ph.D. in Computer Science

- Fall Semester:
- Application Deadline: December 15 of the previous year

It is essential for applicants to verify these deadlines on the official University of Maryland website, as they
may change from year to year.

Application Process

The application process for the University of Maryland's computer science graduate programs involves
several key steps. Here is a detailed guide to help applicants navigate the process:

1. Choose a Program

Before applying, prospective students should carefully review the various graduate programs offered by
the Department of Computer Science. Understanding the focus and requirements of each program will
help applicants tailor their materials and select the best fit for their career goals.



2. Prepare Required Documents

The application typically requires the following documents:

- Online Application Form: Complete the application through the University of Maryland Graduate School's
online portal.
- Transcripts: Submit official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended.
- Letters of Recommendation: Most programs require three letters of recommendation from individuals
familiar with the applicant's academic or professional work.
- Statement of Purpose: A written statement outlining the applicant’s academic interests, professional goals,
and reasons for pursuing graduate studies at UMD.
- Resume or Curriculum Vitae (CV): A detailed resume highlighting academic achievements, work
experience, and relevant skills.
- Test Scores (if applicable): Some programs may require GRE scores, though this requirement has been
waived for many applicants recently. Verify specific requirements for the chosen program.

3. Submit the Application

Once all documents have been prepared, applicants should submit their application before the deadline. It is
advisable to submit applications as early as possible to avoid last-minute issues.

4. Monitor Application Status

After submission, applicants can monitor the status of their application through the online portal. It is
essential to ensure that all documents have been received and that the application is complete.

Admission Requirements

Each graduate program at the University of Maryland has specific admission requirements. Generally, the
following criteria are considered:

1. Academic Background

Applicants should have a strong academic background in computer science or a related field. A bachelor’s
degree in computer science or a closely related discipline is typically required.



2. GPA Requirements

Most programs expect a minimum GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. Competitive applicants often have higher
GPAs, especially in relevant coursework.

3. Standardized Test Scores

As mentioned, GRE scores may be required for certain programs, but many have recently adopted a test-
optional policy. Check the specific program's requirements to determine if GRE scores are necessary.

4. Relevant Experience

Professional experience, internships, or research experience in computer science can significantly enhance
an applicant's profile. Highlighting relevant projects or roles in the statement of purpose can be beneficial.

5. Personal Statement

The personal statement is a critical component of the application. This document should clearly articulate
the applicant's motivations, goals, and how the UMD program aligns with their aspirations.

Tips for a Successful Application

Applying to graduate school can be daunting, but with careful preparation, applicants can improve their
chances of success. Here are some tips:

1. Start Early: Begin the application process well in advance of the deadline to ensure ample time for
gathering materials, writing essays, and obtaining letters of recommendation.
2. Tailor Your Application: Customize your statement of purpose and other materials to reflect why you are
specifically interested in the University of Maryland and its programs.
3. Seek Strong Recommendations: Choose recommenders who know you well and can speak to your
abilities and potential in the field of computer science.
4. Proofread: Carefully review all application materials for errors and clarity. Consider having someone else
review your documents as well.
5. Stay Organized: Keep track of deadlines, required documents, and submission statuses to avoid missing
any critical components of the application.



Conclusion

The University of Maryland's Computer Science Graduate Program offers students a wealth of
opportunities to advance their education and careers. Understanding the application deadlines, processes,
and requirements is essential for prospective students aiming to join this esteemed institution. By preparing
thoroughly and following the outlined steps, applicants can enhance their chances of acceptance and take a
significant step toward achieving their academic and professional goals in the field of computer science.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the application deadline for the University of Maryland's
Computer Science graduate program?
The application deadline for the University of Maryland's Computer Science graduate program typically
falls in early January for the Fall semester. It is advisable to check the official website for the exact date.

Are there different application deadlines for the Master's and PhD
programs in Computer Science at the University of Maryland?
No, the application deadlines for both the Master's and PhD programs in Computer Science at the
University of Maryland are generally the same.

Can I apply for the University of Maryland Computer Science graduate
program after the deadline?
Late applications are generally not accepted, but you may contact the admissions office to inquire about any
possible exceptions or future application cycles.

What materials are required for the graduate application to the
University of Maryland Computer Science program?
Required materials typically include a completed application form, official transcripts, letters of
recommendation, a statement of purpose, a resume, and standardized test scores (if required).

Is there an early application deadline for the University of Maryland's
Computer Science graduate program?
The University of Maryland does not typically have an early application deadline for the Computer Science



graduate program; however, applicants are encouraged to apply early to ensure timely processing.

What is the typical timeline for receiving a decision after applying to the
University of Maryland Computer Science graduate program?
Applicants can expect to receive admission decisions within a few months after the application deadline,
often by late March or early April.

What should I do if I need to request an extension for the application
deadline?
If you need an extension for the application deadline, you should contact the admissions office directly to
discuss your circumstances, although extensions are rarely granted.

How can I check my application status for the University of Maryland
Computer Science graduate program?
You can check your application status by logging into the University of Maryland's graduate application
portal using your credentials provided during the application process.
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