
ur murktide sideboard guide
ur murktide sideboard guide is an essential resource for players looking to
optimize their gameplay with the popular UR Murktide deck in Magic: The
Gathering. This comprehensive article will explore the strategic
considerations when building and utilizing a sideboard tailored specifically
for UR Murktide. Understanding the deck’s strengths, weaknesses, and common
matchups informs effective sideboarding decisions that can turn the tide of
competitive play. The guide covers the best sideboard cards, matchup
strategies, and practical tips to enhance post-sideboard games. Whether
facing control, aggro, or combo decks, this article provides detailed
insights into adjusting your sideboard plan for maximum impact. Read on to
master your sideboard strategy and elevate your UR Murktide performance.
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Understanding UR Murktide Deck
The UR Murktide deck is a powerful tempo and control hybrid that leverages
efficient spells, counterspells, and aggressive threats such as Murktide
Regent. It primarily uses blue and red colors to exert pressure while
maintaining control over the board state. The deck’s core lies in its ability
to disrupt opponents with counterspells and removal while deploying threats
that grow in power as the game progresses. Familiarity with the deck’s main
components and playstyle is crucial for crafting a sideboard that complements
and enhances its game plan. This understanding forms the foundation for
making informed sideboarding choices to adapt against diverse opponents.

Key Considerations for Sideboard Construction
Constructing a sideboard for UR Murktide requires careful evaluation of the
metagame and potential matchups. The sideboard should address the deck’s
weaknesses, shore up bad matchups, and capitalize on opportunities to disrupt
opposing strategies. Common threats to UR Murktide include graveyard hate,
artifact and enchantment removal, and decks that can outpace or outvalue it
in the late game. Effective sideboards include flexible answers and proactive



threats that maintain tempo advantage. Additionally, the sideboard must
maintain synergy with the deck’s core plan without diluting its primary
strengths.

Identifying Meta Threats
Analyzing the current competitive environment helps determine which decks and
strategies are prevalent and how UR Murktide fares against them. Common meta
threats include aggressive red decks, control archetypes with powerful
counters and sweepers, and combo decks that can bypass disruption.
Recognizing these threats guides the inclusion of targeted cards in the
sideboard to improve matchup odds.

Balancing Reactive and Proactive Cards
A successful sideboard balances reactive cards like counterspells and removal
with proactive threats or disruption. Reactive cards help neutralize opponent
strategies, while proactive cards maintain pressure and tempo. This balance
ensures UR Murktide remains versatile and resilient across different
matchups.

Top Sideboard Cards for UR Murktide
The selection of sideboard cards is pivotal in enhancing UR Murktide’s post-
sideboard game plan. Below are some of the most effective sideboard
inclusions that address a range of matchups and strategic needs.

Dragon’s Claw: Excellent against burn and aggressive decks, providing
life gain to stabilize.

Flusterstorm: A powerful counterspell against other control decks and
combo strategies.

Engineered Explosives: Versatile removal that can handle tokens,
artifacts, and other low-cost permanents.

Force of Vigor: Efficient artifact and enchantment removal to combat
problematic permanents.

Fry: Targeted removal for problematic creatures and planeswalkers,
particularly those that are red or white.

Snapcaster Mage: Provides additional utility by reusing key spells from
the graveyard.

Electrodominance: Flexible removal and potential to win the game



outright by bouncing threats and dealing damage.

Card Synergy and Impact
Each sideboard card is chosen not only for its standalone effect but also for
how it synergizes with UR Murktide’s core strategy. For example, Snapcaster
Mage enhances the deck’s spell recursion, while Engineered Explosives offers
flexible answers that don’t disrupt the tempo plan. Including such cards
ensures the sideboard strengthens the deck’s overall performance.

Sideboarding Strategies Against Popular
Matchups
Tailoring the sideboard plan based on the opponent’s deck is critical for
competitive success. Below are strategies for common matchups where UR
Murktide’s sideboard choices can significantly influence the outcome.

Against Control Decks
Control matchups require increasing counterspell density and disruption to
outlast opponent resources. Cards like Flusterstorm and additional
counterspells help maintain control over the game’s pace. Removing slower or
less impactful threats in favor of more interaction improves resilience.
Prioritize cards that protect Murktide Regent and other key threats.

Against Aggro Decks
When facing aggressive decks, including Dragon’s Claw and additional removal
such as Fry or Electrodominance is essential. These cards help stabilize life
total and clear early threats. Bolstering defensive options while maintaining
pressure with efficient creatures and spells ensures the deck can survive
early aggression and transition into a winning late game.

Against Combo Decks
Combo decks often require proactive disruption to prevent their game-winning
sequences. Flusterstorm and other counterspells become critical, alongside
cards that can interact with graveyards or specific combo pieces. Sideboard
flexibility is key, as some combos may require unique answers or additional
disruption.



Practical Tips for Effective Sideboarding
Maximizing the effectiveness of the UR Murktide sideboard involves more than
just card selection; strategic deployment is equally important. These
practical tips help ensure sideboarding decisions translate into post-game
improvements.

Analyze Opponent’s Deck Quickly: Early identification of opponent
strategy helps tailor sideboarding accurately.

Adjust Spell Counts: Increase or decrease counterspells and removal
based on matchup speed and threats.

Maintain Core Synergy: Avoid overloading the sideboard with cards that
disrupt UR Murktide’s tempo and synergy.

Practice Sideboarding Plans: Familiarity with common sideboarding
scenarios improves in-game decision-making.

Be Flexible: Adapt sideboarding based on local meta and tournament
environment changes.

Timing and Sequencing
Effective sideboarding also involves understanding when to bring in and take
out specific cards during games. Sequencing plays a crucial role in
maintaining momentum and exploiting opponent weaknesses. Proper timing can
enhance the impact of sideboard cards and secure victories in close matches.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the sideboard in a UR
Murktide deck?
The sideboard in a UR Murktide deck is designed to provide answers and
flexible options against various matchups, allowing players to adapt their
strategy and improve their chances against specific opponents.

Which cards are commonly included in a UR Murktide
sideboard?
Common sideboard cards for UR Murktide include Mystical Dispute for
countering blue decks, Abrade or Lightning Helix for artifact and creature



removal, Dragon's Claw for life gain against burn decks, and additional
counterspells or removal spells tailored to the meta.

How should you sideboard against aggressive decks
when playing UR Murktide?
Against aggressive decks, it's effective to bring in cards like Dragon's Claw
to gain life, additional removal spells such as Abrade or Lightning Helix to
control early threats, and possibly Bloodchief's Thirst to efficiently deal
with creatures.

What are the best cards to sideboard against control
decks in UR Murktide?
Against control decks, including cards like Mystical Dispute helps counter
their counterspells, and additional threats or cards that protect your key
creatures or spells can be useful. Also, cards like Flusterstorm or Dispel
may be included to disrupt their interaction.

How does the sideboard strategy change in UR
Murktide for a metagame with many graveyard decks?
In a meta with many graveyard-centric decks, the UR Murktide sideboard often
includes graveyard hate cards such as Soul-Guide Lantern or Leyline of the
Void to prevent opponents from leveraging their graveyards effectively.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Murktide: The Ultimate Sideboard Strategy
This book dives deep into the nuances of playing Murktide in competitive
formats, focusing specifically on sideboard choices. It offers detailed
analyses of common matchups and how to adjust your sideboard to counter
popular decks. Players will find practical tips and card-by-card breakdowns
to enhance their game plan.

2. Sideboard Secrets for Murktide Aggro
Explore the secrets behind effective sideboarding for Murktide Aggro decks in
this comprehensive guide. The author explains how to anticipate your
opponent's strategies and tailor your sideboard accordingly. With strategic
advice and sample sideboard lists, this book is perfect for players looking
to improve their post-board games.

3. The Murktide Sideboard Compendium
A thorough compendium dedicated to every card that can fit into a Murktide
sideboard. It covers the strengths and weaknesses of various sideboard
options and explains when and why to include them. This resource is
invaluable for players who want to customize their sideboards for different



tournament environments.

4. Winning with Murktide: Sideboard Tactics and Techniques
This book provides tactical insights into sideboarding with Murktide decks,
focusing on maximizing win rates in competitive play. It includes case
studies from high-level tournaments and discusses the metagame implications
of sideboard choices. Readers will learn how to adapt their sideboards to
evolving meta trends.

5. Adaptive Sideboarding for Murktide Players
Learn how to adapt your Murktide sideboard dynamically based on your local
metagame and evolving formats. The book emphasizes flexibility and
understanding your opponent's deck archetypes. It offers practical frameworks
that help players make confident sideboarding decisions on the fly.

6. Murktide Sideboard Essentials: Cards and Combos
This guide highlights the essential cards and powerful combos that can be
incorporated into a Murktide sideboard. It explains card synergies and how to
leverage them against various popular strategies. Perfect for players seeking
to build a robust and versatile sideboard arsenal.

7. Advanced Sideboard Play with Murktide
Designed for experienced Murktide players, this book explores advanced
sideboarding strategies including bluffing, tempo plays, and disruption. It
discusses psychological aspects of sideboarding and how to gain an edge
through unexpected card choices. The book aims to elevate your sideboard game
to a professional level.

8. Murktide vs The Meta: Sideboard Solutions
Confront the current metagame head-on with tailored sideboard solutions for
Murktide decks. This book analyzes the top decks in the meta and provides
strategic sideboard plans to counter them effectively. It is an essential
read for competitive players who want to stay ahead of the curve.

9. Building the Perfect Murktide Sideboard
This book guides readers through the process of constructing an optimal
Murktide sideboard from scratch. It covers principles of balance, card
selection, and synergy to ensure your sideboard complements your main deck.
With practical examples and sideboard-building exercises, it is ideal for
players new to the Murktide archetype.
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