
us and them david sedaris answer key
Us and Them David Sedaris Answer Key is a phrase that resonates with readers
familiar with the witty and poignant essays of David Sedaris. In his works,
Sedaris often explores the complexities of human relationships, cultural
differences, and the quirks of everyday life. In "Us and Them," part of his
acclaimed collection "Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim," Sedaris
reflects on his childhood experiences with the eccentric and reclusive family
that lived next door. This article will delve into the themes, characters,
and insights found in this essay, providing an analysis and answer key to
enhance your understanding and appreciation of Sedaris's work.

Overview of "Us and Them"

In "Us and Them," Sedaris narrates his experiences growing up in a suburban
neighborhood and his fascination with the Tomkey family, who are known for
their unconventional lifestyle. The essay is rich with humor and irony,
showcasing Sedaris's unique voice and perspective. He contrasts the lives of
his own family with those of the Tomkeys, highlighting their differences in
behavior, values, and social interactions.

Thematic Elements

The essay delves into several key themes that are prevalent in Sedaris's
writing:

Isolation and Alienation: The Tomkeys' reclusive nature creates a sense
of isolation both for themselves and for those around them. Sedaris
explores how this alienation can breed misunderstanding and resentment.

Judgment and Prejudice: Sedaris often reflects on the judgments people
make about others based on appearances and behavior. His childhood
perspective reveals the innocence of these judgments, as well as their
potential harm.

Family Dynamics: The contrast between Sedaris's family and the Tomkeys
serves to highlight the complexities of family life, including the ways
in which families can be both supportive and dysfunctional.

Humor in the Mundane: Sedaris has a talent for finding humor in everyday
situations. His observations about the Tomkeys often elicit laughter
while also prompting deeper reflection.



Character Analysis

The characters in "Us and Them" serve as representations of broader societal
archetypes. Understanding these characters can enhance your appreciation of
Sedaris's narrative style and thematic concerns.

David Sedaris

As the narrator, David Sedaris provides a candid and often self-deprecating
account of his childhood. His reflections are marked by a keen sense of
observation and a subtle wit that draws readers into his world. Sedaris's
ability to convey vulnerability and humor makes him a relatable figure,
allowing readers to empathize with his experiences.

The Tomkey Family

The Tomkeys are depicted as an odd and reclusive family who reject societal
norms. Key characteristics include:

Quirkiness: Their eccentric behavior, such as not allowing their
children to watch television, sets them apart from the other families in
the neighborhood.

Isolation: The Tomkeys' refusal to engage with the community creates a
barrier that Sedaris struggles to understand as a child.

Judgment: The Tomkeys are often judged by Sedaris and his family,
reflecting a broader theme of societal judgment against those who are
different.

Key Moments in the Essay

Several moments in "Us and Them" stand out as pivotal for both character
development and thematic exploration:

The Halloween Incident

One of the most memorable moments in the essay occurs during Halloween when
the Sedaris family attempts to engage with the Tomkeys. The contrast between



the excitement of trick-or-treating and the Tomkeys' strict adherence to
their own beliefs about the holiday highlights the tension between conformity
and individuality. Sedaris's humorous yet poignant portrayal of this event
exemplifies the misunderstandings that arise from differing worldviews.

Reflections on Television

Sedaris's commentary on the Tomkeys' aversion to television serves as a
metaphor for broader societal issues. He uses this aspect of their family
life to discuss the impact of media on childhood development, societal norms,
and family unity. This reflection prompts readers to consider their own
relationships with technology and entertainment.

Lessons from "Us and Them"

David Sedaris's "Us and Them" offers valuable insights into human behavior
and societal norms. Here are some lessons that can be drawn from the essay:

Embrace Differences: The essay encourages readers to embrace diversity1.
and recognize that differences in lifestyle and beliefs can enrich our
lives rather than divide us.

Question Prejudices: Sedaris's reflections prompt us to question our own2.
prejudices and judgments about others, reminding us that understanding
often requires empathy.

Find Humor in the Ordinary: Sedaris's ability to find humor in mundane3.
situations teaches us to look for joy in everyday life, even in moments
of discomfort or confusion.

Appreciate Family Dynamics: The complexities of family life are explored4.
through Sedaris's narrative, encouraging readers to reflect on their own
family relationships and the unique dynamics that shape them.

Conclusion

Us and Them David Sedaris Answer Key serves as a gateway to understanding the
deeper themes and characters within Sedaris's work. Through humor, irony, and
keen observation, Sedaris invites readers to explore the intricacies of human
relationships and the impact of societal norms. By examining the contrasts
between families, the judgments we make, and the lessons we learn, readers
can gain a greater appreciation for Sedaris's unique voice and the insights



he offers into the human experience. Whether you are a long-time fan of
Sedaris or new to his work, "Us and Them" is an essay that resonates on many
levels, encouraging reflection and dialogue long after the final words have
been read.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Us and Them' by David
Sedaris?
The main theme revolves around the concept of social differences and the
absurdity of human behavior, particularly in the context of class and family
dynamics.

How does Sedaris use humor in 'Us and Them'?
Sedaris employs humor to highlight the quirks and oddities of his family's
interactions, making the narrative both entertaining and insightful.

What does Sedaris critique about suburban life in
'Us and Them'?
Sedaris critiques the pretentiousness and superficiality often found in
suburban life, showcasing how these traits can lead to misunderstandings and
social divides.

In 'Us and Them', what does Sedaris reveal about his
childhood experiences?
He reveals a sense of alienation and confusion regarding social norms,
particularly through his observations of his neighbors, the Tomkeys.

How does Sedaris portray the Tomkey family in 'Us
and Them'?
Sedaris portrays the Tomkey family as eccentric and somewhat out of touch
with societal norms, which serves as a contrast to his own family's behavior.

What literary techniques does Sedaris use in 'Us and
Them'?
Sedaris uses irony, vivid imagery, and anecdotal storytelling to convey his
messages and engage readers.



What lesson can be drawn from 'Us and Them'
regarding human relationships?
The lesson suggests that understanding and empathy are crucial in bridging
social divides and that differences often stem from misunderstandings rather
than inherent flaws.
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