
us history ii clep practice test

US History II CLEP practice test is an essential resource for students looking to earn college credit by
demonstrating their knowledge of American history from the post-Civil War era to the present day. The
College Level Examination Program (CLEP) provides students with the opportunity to take exams that can
help them bypass introductory courses, saving both time and money in their educational journey. This
article will delve into the significance of the US History II CLEP exam, provide an overview of the topics
covered, offer study strategies, and suggest resources for practice tests.

Understanding the US History II CLEP Exam

The US History II CLEP exam is designed to assess a student's knowledge of American history from 1865
onward. It covers a wide array of topics, including social, political, and economic developments, as well as
cultural changes and foreign policy issues. The exam is composed of multiple-choice questions that require
students to analyze historical information and apply critical thinking skills.

Key Objectives of the Exam

The primary objectives of the US History II CLEP exam include:

1. Analyzing Key Historical Events: Understanding significant events from the late 19th century to the
present, including wars, social movements, and political changes.
2. Interpreting Historical Sources: Evaluating primary and secondary sources, and understanding the
context in which historical events occurred.
3. Understanding Historical Themes: Identifying themes such as civil rights, economic growth, and foreign
relations that have shaped modern America.
4. Applying Historical Knowledge: Using knowledge of history to make informed decisions and understand
contemporary issues.

Topics Covered in the US History II CLEP Exam

The US History II CLEP exam encompasses a variety of topics. Below is a breakdown of the major themes
and periods you should familiarize yourself with:



1. Reconstruction and the Gilded Age (1865-1900)

- Reconstruction Era: Policies and impacts of Reconstruction on the South and the nation as a whole.
- Industrialization: The rise of industry, the growth of cities, and the emergence of labor movements.
- Immigration: Patterns of immigration and their effects on American society.

2. Progressive Era and World War I (1900-1920)

- Progressivism: Key reforms aimed at addressing social and political issues.
- World War I: America's role in the war and the subsequent Treaty of Versailles.

3. The Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression (1920-1941)

- Cultural Changes: The impact of jazz, prohibition, and the Harlem Renaissance.
- Economic Crisis: Causes and consequences of the Great Depression, including the New Deal.

4. World War II and the Cold War (1941-1991)

- World War II: Key battles, the home front, and the aftermath of the war.
- Cold War Dynamics: Containment, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War.

5. Contemporary America (1991-Present)

- Post-Cold War Era: The rise of globalization and technological advancements.
- Social Movements: The civil rights movement, women's rights, and LGBTQ+ rights.

Study Strategies for the US History II CLEP Exam

Preparing for the US History II CLEP exam requires a comprehensive study plan. Here are some effective
strategies to ensure you are well-prepared:



1. Create a Study Schedule

- Allocate specific times each week for studying.
- Break down topics into manageable sections to avoid feeling overwhelmed.

2. Use Quality Study Materials

- Invest in CLEP study guides that are tailored for the US History II exam.
- Utilize online resources, including videos, podcasts, and articles, to supplement your learning.

3. Take Practice Tests

- Regularly practice with sample questions and full-length practice tests.
- Review your answers to identify areas where you need further study.

4. Join Study Groups

- Collaborate with peers who are also preparing for the exam.
- Discuss key concepts and quiz each other on important topics.

5. Focus on Understanding, Not Memorization

- Aim to understand the connections between historical events rather than just memorizing dates and
names.
- Create timelines or mind maps to visualize relationships and sequences.

Resources for US History II CLEP Practice Tests

A variety of resources are available to help students prepare for the US History II CLEP exam. Consider the
following options:



1. Official CLEP Resources

- The College Board website offers official study guides and practice questions for each CLEP exam,
including US History II.

2. Online Test Prep Companies

- Companies such as Peterson's and InstantCert provide comprehensive test prep materials, including
practice tests and flashcards.

3. Books and Study Guides

- Look for books specifically designed for the US History II CLEP exam. Titles such as "CLEP US History II
Books" or "Barron's CLEP" can be particularly helpful.

4. Educational Platforms

- Websites like Khan Academy offer free resources on US history, including videos and practice exercises.

Conclusion

Preparing for the US History II CLEP practice test is a valuable endeavor for students seeking to earn
college credit efficiently. By understanding the exam's structure, familiarizing yourself with key topics,
employing effective study strategies, and utilizing available resources, you can enhance your chances of
success. Remember that thorough preparation not only helps you pass the exam but also deepens your
understanding of American history, which is essential for informed citizenship and critical thinking in
today's complex world. With dedication and the right tools, you can confidently approach the US History II
CLEP exam and unlock new opportunities in your academic journey.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the purpose of the US History II CLEP exam?
The US History II CLEP exam assesses knowledge of American history from the end of the Civil War to
the present, allowing students to earn college credit.

What topics are covered in the US History II CLEP exam?
The exam covers topics such as Reconstruction, industrialization, World Wars, the Great Depression, the
Cold War, civil rights movements, and contemporary America.

How many questions are on the US History II CLEP exam?
The US History II CLEP exam consists of approximately 120 multiple-choice questions.

What is the time limit for completing the US History II CLEP exam?
Test-takers have 90 minutes to complete the US History II CLEP exam.

What score do I need to pass the US History II CLEP exam?
Most colleges require a score of 50 or higher to earn college credit for the US History II CLEP exam.

Can I use study guides for the US History II CLEP exam?
Yes, using study guides, textbooks, and online resources can help you prepare for the US History II CLEP
exam effectively.

Are there any recommended resources for studying for the US History II
CLEP exam?
Recommended resources include the Official CLEP Study Guide, online practice tests, and AP US History
textbooks.

Is the US History II CLEP exam offered year-round?
Yes, the US History II CLEP exam can be taken at any time during the year at approved testing centers.

What is the best way to prepare for the US History II CLEP exam?
The best way to prepare includes studying key historical events, practicing with sample questions and
tests, and reviewing major themes in US history.



Can I retake the US History II CLEP exam if I am not satisfied with my
score?
Yes, you can retake the US History II CLEP exam, but there is a waiting period of at least six months
before retaking the same exam.
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