us history unit 3

US History Unit 3 encompasses a crucial period in American history, spanning the years from the
late 18th century into the early 19th century. This era includes significant events that shaped the
United States, such as the formation of the Constitution, the establishment of the federal
government, the emergence of political parties, and the expansion of the nation through both
diplomacy and conflict. In this article, we will explore these developments and their implications on
the American landscape.

The Formation of the Constitution

The United States Constitution, ratified in 1788, was a pivotal document that laid the foundation for
the country's government and legal system. Its creation was motivated by several factors, including:

e The weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

e The need for a stronger central government

e The desire to maintain individual liberties while ensuring order

The Constitutional Convention

In May 1787, delegates from twelve of the thirteen states convened in Philadelphia to address the
failures of the Articles of Confederation. The convention resulted in a new framework of government
characterized by:

- A system of checks and balances
- Separation of powers among the legislative, executive, and judicial branches
- A bicameral legislature consisting of the Senate and the House of Representatives

The debates during this convention were intense, with key figures like James Madison, Alexander
Hamilton, and George Washington playing pivotal roles. The resulting document was a compromise
that aimed to balance the interests of both large and small states, ultimately leading to the creation
of a government that could effectively govern a diverse nation.



