US STATES HISTORY 199 1 DBQ SCORING GUIDE

US StATES HisTorY 1991 DBQ Scoring GUIDE

THe 1991 DocuMeNnT-BAaseD QUEsTION (DBQ) WAS A CRUCIAL ELEMENT IN THE ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) U.S. HisTory
EXAM, SERVING AS A MEANS TO ASSESS STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORICAL EVENTS AND THEIR ABILITY TO ANALYZE
PRIMARY SOURCES. THE SCORING GUIDE ESTABLISHED SPECIFIC CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING STUDENT RESPONSES, FOCUSING ON
THEIR ABILITY TO CONSTRUCT COHERENT ARGUMENTS, UTILIZE HISTORICAL EVIDENCE, AND DEMONSTRATE A COMPREHENSIVE
UNDERSTANDING OF THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE 1991 DBQ SCORING GUIDE, ITS SIGNIFICANCE,
AND THE METHODS USED TO EVALUATE STUDENT ESSAYS.

UNDERSTANDING THE DBQ FORMAT

THE DOoCUMENT-BASED QUESTION FORMAT IS DESIGNED TO TEST STUDENTS' SKILLS IN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS AND WRITING.
UNLIKE TRADITIONAL MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, A DBQ REQUIRES STUDENTS TO FORMULATE A THESIS STATEMENT AND
SUPPORT IT WITH EVIDENCE DRAWN FROM PROVIDED DOCUMENTS. THE KEY COMPONENTS OF THE DBQ FORMAT INCLUDE:

- DOCUMENTS: A SELECTION OF PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES, INCLUDING LETTERS, SPEECHES, MAPS, AND STATISTICAL
DATA, WHICH STUDENTS MUST ANALYZE.

- THESIS STATEMENT: A CLEAR, CONCISE STATEMENT THAT OUTLINES THE ARGUMENT OR PERSPECTIVE THE STUDENT WILL
DEFEND THROUGHOUT THE ESSAY.

- HisToricAL CONTEXT: THE BACKGROUND INFORMATION SURROUNDING THE TIME PERIOD IN QUESTION, WHICH MUST BE
INTEGRATED INTO THE ARGUMENT.

- COHESION AND STRUCTURE: THE ESSAY SHOULD FOLLOW A LOGICAL STRUCTURE, WITH WELL-ORGANIZED PARAGRAPHS THAT
FLOW SMOOTHLY FROM ONE POINT TO THE NEXT.

ScorING CRITERIA OVERVIEW

THE 1991 DBQ SCORING GUIDE UTILIZED A RUBRIC THAT ASSIGNED SCORES BASED ON SPECIFIC CRITERIA. ESSAYS WERE
SCORED ON A SCALE OF 0 TO @, WITH 9 REPRESENTING AN EXCEPTIONAL RESPONSE AND O INDICATING A COMPLETE FAILURE TO
ADDRESS THE PROMPT. THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES WERE CONSIDERED IN THE EVALUATION PROCESS:

1. THESIS AND ARGUMENT DEVELOPMENT

- THESIS STATEMENT (O‘] POINT)Z A CLEAR AND HISTORICALLY DEFENSIBLE THESIS IS ESSENTIAL. A WELL-ARTICULATED
THESIS SETS THE TONE FOR THE ENTIRE ESSAY AND REFLECTS THE STUDENT'S UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROMPT.

- ARGUMENT DEVELOPMENT (0‘2 POINTS)Z THE ESSAY MUST DEVELOP AN ARGUMENT THAT RESPONDS TO THE PROMPT. THIS
INVOLVES PROVIDING A PERSUASIVE NARRATIVE SUPPORTED BY EVIDENCE FROM THE DOCUMENTS.

2. Use oF DOCUMENTS

- DOCUMENT INTERPRETATION (0‘2 POINTS)I STUDENTS MUST ACCURATELY INTERPRET THE PROVIDED DOCUMENTS AND
INTEGRATE THEM INTO THEIR ARGUMENT. THIS INCLUDES ANALYZING THE SIGNIFICANCE AND RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT.

- SUPPORTING EVIDENCE (0‘2 POINTS)I THE ESSAY SHOULD INCORPORATE EVIDENCE FROM THE DOCUMENTS TO SUBSTANTIATE
CLAIMS. A HIGHER SCORE IS AW ARDED FOR A MORE THOROUGH INTEGRATION OF SOURCES.



3. HisTorICAL CONTEXTUALIZATION

- CONTEXTUAL UNDERSTANDING (0‘2 POINTS)Z STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO PLACE THEIR ARGUMENTS WITHIN A BROADER
HISTORICAL CONTEXT, DEMONSTRATING AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE TIME PERIOD AND ITS EVENTS.

4. ORGANIZATION AND WRITING QUALITY

- STRUCTURE AND CoHESION (O-1 POINT): THE ESSAY SHOULD BE WELL-ORGANIZED, WITH A LOGICAL FLOW OF IDEAS AND
COHERENT TRANSITIONS BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS.

- WRITING MecHANICS (O-1 PoINT): CLARITY, GRAMMAR, AND SPELLING ARE CONSIDERED. THE WRITING SHOULD BE POLISHED
AND FREE OF SIGNIFICANT ERRORS.

SCcorING GUIDE BREAKDOWN

THE SCORING GUIDE PROVIDED SPECIFIC DESCRIPTIONS FOR EACH POINT VALUE, ALLOWING GRADERS TO ASSESS STUDENT
ESSAYS CONSISTENTLY. HERE’S A BREAKDOWN OF THE SCORING CATEGORIES:

SCORE OF 9

- EXCEPTIONAL THESIS THAT DIRECTLY ADDRESSES THE PROMPT.

- THOROUGHLY DEVELOPED ARGUMENT WITH MULTIPLE LAYERS OF ANALYSIS.
- EXTENSIVE AND INSIGHTFUL USE OF DOCUMENTS, EFFECTIVELY INTEGRATED.
- STRONG HISTORICAL CONTEXTUALIZATION.

- WELL-ORGANIZED ESSAY WITH CLEAR AND SOPHISTICATED WRITING.

Score oF 7-8

- CLEAR THESIS THAT ADDRESSES THE PROMPT.

- WELL-DEVELOPED ARGUMENT WITH SOLID ANALYSIS.

- Goob USE OF DOCUMENTS, BUT MAY LACK DEPTH IN SOME AREAS.
- ADEQUATE HISTORICAL CONTEXT PROVIDED.

- GENERALLY WELL-ORGANIZED, WITH MINOR WRITING ISSUES.

Score oF 5-6

- BASIC THESIS PRESENT BUT MAY BE VAGUE OR OVERLY SIMPLISTIC.
- ARGUMENT IS PRESENT BUT LACKS DEPTH OR SOPHISTICATION.

- LIMITED USE OF DOCUMENTS, WITH SOME MISINTERPRETATIONS.

- SOME HISTORICAL CONTEXT PROVIDED BUT MAY BE TOO GENERAL.
- ORGANIZATION IS PRESENT, BUT WRITING MAY LACK CLARITY.

Scoke oF 3-4

- WEAK OR UNCLEAR THESIS THAT DOES NOT FULLY ADDRESS THE PROMPT.
- ARGUMENT IS POORLY DEVELOPED OR LACKS A CLEAR FOCUS.



- MINIMAL USE OF DOCUMENTS, WITH SIGNIFICANT MISINTERPRETATIONS.
- LITTLE TO NO HISTORICAL CONTEXT PROVIDED.
- POORLY ORGANIZED WITH NUMEROUS WRITING ISSUES.

Score oF 0-2

- NO THESIS OR A THESIS THAT IS COMPLETELY OFF-TOPIC.

- NO COHERENT ARGUMENT PRESENT.

- NoO USE OF DOCUMENTS OR COMPLETE MISINTERPRETATION OF ALL DOCUMENTS.
- NO HISTORICAL CONTEXT PROVIDED.

- DISORGANIZED AND POORLY WRITTEN.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 1991 DBQ ScorING GUIDE

THe 1991 DBQ SCORING GUIDE PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE ASSESSMENT OF HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING IN AP
U.S. HISTORY COURSES. ITS EMPHASIS ON CRITICAL THINKING, ANALYSIS, AND WRITING SKILLS REFLECTED BROADER
EDUCATIONAL GOALS AIMED AT PREPARING STUDENTS FOR COLLEGE-LEVEL COURSEWORK. THE GUIDE ALSO ENCOURAGED
EDUCATORS TO FOCUS ON TEACHING STRATEGIES THAT FOSTERED THESE SKILLS, LEADING TO ENHANCED STUDENT OUTCOMES.

PREPARING FOR THE DBQ

STUDENTS PREPARING FOR THE DBQ SHOULD CONSIDER SEVERAL STRATEGIES TO ENHANCE THEIR PERFORMANCE:

1. PRACTICE ANALYZING DOCUMENTS: ENGAGE WITH A VARIETY OF PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES TO DEVELOP SKILLS IN
INTERPRETATION AND ANALYSIS.

2. DEVELOP THESIS STATEMENTS: PRACTICE WRITING CLEAR AND CONCISE THESIS STATEMENTS THAT DIRECTLY ADDRESS
POTENTIAL DBQ PROMPTS.

3. STupY HisTorICAL CONTEXT: FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH KEY EVENTS, FIGURES, AND THEMES IN U.S. HISTORY TO PROVIDE
DEPTH IN YOUR ESSAYS.

4. OrGANIZE PRACTICE EssAYs: WRITE PRACTICE DBQIS UNDER TIMED CONDITIONS TO IMPROVE ORGANIZATION AND TIME
MANAGEMENT.

5. Review FEEDBACK: SEEK FEEDBACK ON PRACTICE ESSAYS TO IDENTIFY STRENGTHS AND AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT.

CoNcLUSION

THE 1991 DBQ SCORING GUIDE WAS A LANDMARK TOOL IN EVALUATING STUDENTS' HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING AND WRITING
CAPABILITIES. BY EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF A CLEAR THESIS, EFFECTIVE USE OF DOCUMENTS, AND STRONG
ORGANIZATION, IT SET A STANDARD THAT WOULD INFLUENCE THE TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT OF U.S. HISTORY FOR YEARS TO
COME. FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS ALIKE, MASTERING THE DBQ FORMAT REMAINS ESSENTIAL IN CULTIVATING A DEEPER
APPRECIATION FOR HISTORY AND ENHANCING CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE 199 1 DBQ SCORING GUIDE FOR US STATES HISTORY?

THE 1991 DBQ SCORING GUIDE PROVIDES A FRAMEWORK FOR EVALUATING STUDENTS' WRITTEN RESPONSES TO DOCUMENT=-
Basep QUESTIONS IN US HISTORY, EMPHASIZING ANALYTICAL SKILLS AND HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING.



How poes THE DBQ) FORMAT ASSESS STUDENT KNOWLEDGE OF US STATES HISTORY?

THE DBQ FORMAT ASSESSES STUDENT KNOWLEDGE BY REQUIRING THEM TO ANALYZE HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, FORMULATE A
THESIS, AND SUPPORT IT WITH EVIDENCE, DEMONSTRATING THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORICAL EVENTS AND CONTEXTS.

\WHAT ARE THE KEY COMPONENTS OF THE 199 1 DBQ SCORING GUIDE?

KEY COMPONENTS INCLUDE THE THESIS STATEMENT, USE OF DOCUMENTS, HISTORICAL ACCURACY, ANALYSIS, AND OVERALL
COHERENCE OF THE ESSAY, WHICH COLLECTIVELY DETERMINE THE SCORE.

\WHAT TYPES OF DOCUMENTS MIGHT BE INCLUDED IN A DBQ RELATED TO US STATES
HISTORY?

DOCUMENTS MAY INCLUDE HISTORICAL TEXTS, SPEECHES, LETTERS, MAPS, CHARTS, AND PHOTOGRAPHS THAT PROVIDE EVIDENCE
FOR STUDENTS TO ANALYZE AND CONSTRUCT THEIR ARGUMENTS.

How cAN TEACHERS USE THE 199 1 DBQ SCORING GUIDE TO IMPROVE STUDENT
PERFORMANCE?

TEACHERS CAN USE THE GUIDE TO PROVIDE CLEAR EXPECTATIONS FOR ASSIGNMENTS, OFFER TARGETED FEEDBACK ON STUDENTS'
WRITING, AND CREATE RUBRICS THAT ALIGN WITH THE SCORING CRITERIA.

\WHAT HISTORICAL THEMES ARE OFTEN EXPLORED IN DBQs ABouT US sTATES
HISTORY?

COMMON THEMES INCLUDE FEDERALISM, CIVIL RIGHTS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, IMMIGRATION, AND SOCIAL CHANGE, REFLECTING
KEY DEVELOPMENTS IN US HISTORY.

WHY IS UNDERSTANDING THE DBQ FORMAT IMPORTANT FOR STUDENTS STUDYING US
STATES HISTORY?

UNDERSTANDING THE DBQ FORMAT IS CRUCIAL AS IT PREPARES STUDENTS FOR STANDARDIZED TESTS AND COLLEGE-LEVEL
HISTORY COURSES, WHERE ANALYTICAL WRITING AND CRITICAL THINKING ARE ESSENTIAL.

\WHAT CHALLENGES DO STUDENTS FACE WHEN RESPONDING TO A DBQ IN US sTATES
HISTORY?

STUDENTS OFTEN STRUGGLE WITH INTERPRETING HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, CONSTRUCTING A COHERENT ARGUMENT, AND
INTEGRATING THEIR OWN KNOWLEDGE WITH THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED IN THE DOCUMENTS.

How HAS THE DBQ FORMAT EVOLVED SINCE THE 199 1 SCORING GUIDE WAS
PUBLISHED?

THE DBQ FORMAT HAS EVOLVED WITH CHANGES IN EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS, INCORPORATING MORE DIVERSE SOURCES AND
EMPHASIZING SKILLS LIKE SOURCING AND CONTEXTUALIZATION IN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS.
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