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Used RV Buying Guide: Navigating the Purchase of a Pre-Owned Recreational Vehicle

Purchasing a used RV can be an exciting venture, offering you the chance to explore the great outdoors
without the hefty price tag of a new model. However, it also requires careful consideration and research to
ensure you’re making a sound investment. This used RV buying guide aims to equip you with essential
knowledge and tips to help you navigate the used RV market effectively.

Understanding Your Needs

Before diving into the world of used RVs, it's crucial to assess your personal needs and preferences.

1. Determine Your RV Type

RVs come in various types, each catering to different lifestyles and travel preferences. Consider the
following options:

- Class A Motorhomes: Large, bus-like vehicles offering ample living space and amenities. Ideal for families
or long-term travelers.
- Class B Motorhomes: Compact vans that are easy to drive and park. Great for solo travelers or couples.
- Class C Motorhomes: Mid-sized RVs that provide a balance between space and maneuverability. Suitable
for families who need extra sleeping areas.
- Travel Trailers: Towable RVs that come in various sizes. They need a compatible vehicle for towing, but
often offer more living space for the price.
- Fifth-Wheel Trailers: Larger towable units that provide more living space and amenities, requiring a
truck with a special hitch.

2. Assess Your Budget

Setting a budget is crucial when purchasing a used RV. Consider the following factors:

- Purchase Price: Determine how much you can afford upfront. Research the average price range for the
type of RV you’re interested in.
- Insurance Costs: RV insurance can vary greatly, so get quotes to understand the ongoing expense.
- Maintenance Costs: Factor in potential repairs or upgrades needed for older models.
- Fuel Costs: Consider how fuel efficiency will impact your travel expenses.



Researching the Market

Once you have a clear understanding of your needs and budget, start researching the used RV market.

1. Online Resources

Utilize online platforms to gather information about available RVs:

- RV Trader: A comprehensive site for buying and selling RVs.
- Craigslist: Local listings that may offer good deals.
- Facebook Marketplace: A growing platform for buying and selling used items, including RVs.
- Manufacturer Websites: Check for certified pre-owned options.

2. Attend RV Shows and Dealerships

Visiting RV shows and dealerships can provide valuable insight:

- Hands-on Experience: Get a feel for different models and layouts.
- Expert Advice: Speak with sales representatives who can answer your questions.
- Networking: Connect with other RV enthusiasts for recommendations and tips.

Inspecting the RV

Once you’ve narrowed down your options, it’s time to inspect the RV thoroughly.

1. Exterior Inspection

Pay attention to the following aspects:

- Body Condition: Look for dents, scratches, or rust. Check for signs of previous accidents.
- Roof Condition: Inspect for leaks, worn seals, or damaged vent covers.
- Tires: Check the tread depth and look for signs of dry rot or uneven wear.
- Windows and Doors: Ensure they open and close properly, and check for any signs of leaks.



2. Interior Inspection

The interior is where you'll spend most of your time, so inspect it carefully:

- Appliances: Test the refrigerator, stove, microwave, and air conditioning/heating systems.
- Plumbing: Check for leaks under sinks, and test the water pump and toilet.
- Electrical Systems: Ensure lights, outlets, and any entertainment systems function properly.
- Condition of Upholstery: Look for stains, rips, or odors that may indicate mold or water damage.

3. Test Drive

If you’re purchasing a motorhome, a test drive is essential:

- Handling: Pay attention to how the RV handles on the road, including acceleration and braking.
- Blind Spots: Check visibility from the driver's seat.
- Noise Levels: Listen for any unusual sounds while driving.

Understanding RV History

Before making a purchase, understanding the RV's history can help prevent future headaches.

1. Request Maintenance Records

Ask the seller for any maintenance records. Regular maintenance is a good sign of a well-cared-for RV.
Look for:

- Oil Changes: Frequency and last service date.
- Appliance Repairs: Any issues or replacements made.
- Tire Changes: When they were last replaced.

2. Check for Title and Ownership Issues

Verify that the seller has a clear title:

- VIN Check: Use the Vehicle Identification Number to check for any past accidents or issues.
- Lien Status: Ensure there are no outstanding liens on the RV.



Negotiating the Price

Once you’ve done your due diligence, it’s time to negotiate the price.

1. Know Your Market Value

Research similar models to understand their market value. Websites like NADA Guides and Kelley Blue
Book can provide insights into fair pricing.

2. Be Prepared to Walk Away

If the seller is unwilling to negotiate, be ready to walk away. There are plenty of used RVs available, and
you don’t want to overpay for one.

Finalizing the Purchase

Once you’ve settled on a price, there are a few final steps to take before driving off in your new RV.

1. Complete the Paperwork

Ensure all paperwork is in order:

- Bill of Sale: Document the transaction details.
- Title Transfer: Complete the title transfer to officially change ownership.
- Registration: Check local regulations for RV registration requirements.

2. Consider a Pre-Purchase Inspection

For added peace of mind, consider hiring an RV technician for a pre-purchase inspection. They can
identify potential issues you may have missed during your inspection.



Post-Purchase Considerations

After purchasing your used RV, there are a few important steps to consider:

1. Insurance

Shop for RV insurance to protect your investment. Compare policies and coverage options to find the best
fit for your needs.

2. Maintenance Plan

Establish a maintenance plan to keep your RV in top shape. Regular checks on the roof, tires, plumbing,
and appliances can save you money in the long run.

3. Enjoy Your RV

Now that you’ve successfully navigated the used RV market, it’s time to hit the road! Plan your first
adventure, explore new destinations, and create lasting memories.

In conclusion, buying a used RV can be a rewarding experience if approached with careful consideration
and thorough research. This used RV buying guide equips you with the knowledge necessary to make an
informed decision, ensuring that you find the perfect RV that meets your needs and budget. Happy travels!

Frequently Asked Questions

What should I consider when setting a budget for a used RV?
When setting a budget for a used RV, consider not just the purchase price but also insurance, maintenance,
registration fees, and potential repairs. It's also wise to factor in ongoing costs like fuel and campground fees.

How can I check the condition of a used RV before buying?
To check the condition of a used RV, inspect the exterior for signs of damage, check the roof for leaks, assess
the tires for wear, and look inside for any water damage or mold. A comprehensive inspection by a
qualified RV technician is also recommended.



What are the most common issues to look for in a used RV?
Common issues to look for in a used RV include signs of water damage, mold or mildew, electrical
problems, issues with the plumbing system, and the condition of the tires and brakes. Always request a full
history of the RV's maintenance.

Is it better to buy from a dealer or a private seller?
Buying from a dealer often provides more security, such as warranties and the ability to finance. However,
private sellers may offer lower prices. Weigh the pros and cons based on your comfort level and the
specific RV.

What documents should I request when buying a used RV?
When buying a used RV, request the title, maintenance records, service history, any warranties, and the
owner's manual. Ensure the title is clear and not branded as salvage or rebuilt.

How can I determine the fair market value of a used RV?
To determine the fair market value of a used RV, research online marketplaces, check RV pricing guides
like NADA or Kelley Blue Book, and compare similar models and conditions. Consider the RV's age,
mileage, and features.

What financing options are available for purchasing a used RV?
Financing options for purchasing a used RV include traditional bank loans, credit union loans, RV-specific
lenders, and dealer financing. Be sure to compare interest rates and terms to find the best fit for your
budget.
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