
uspa a license exam

USPA A License Exam is a significant milestone for aspiring skydivers who wish to take their skills to the
next level. Achieving the A License is an essential step in a skydiving career, representing a commitment
to safety, knowledge, and proficiency in the sport. In this article, we will explore the details of the USPA
A License Exam, what it entails, its importance, and how aspiring skydivers can prepare to succeed.

What is the USPA A License?

The United States Parachute Association (USPA) is the national governing body for skydiving in the
United States. The A License is the first of four skydiving licenses issued by the USPA and is crucial for
anyone looking to engage in solo skydiving and more advanced jump activities.

Requirements for the A License

To obtain the USPA A License, a skydiver must meet specific requirements, which include:

1. Jump Requirements: Completion of a minimum of 25 jumps.
2. Training: Successful completion of a USPA-recognized training program, typically through an
Accelerated Freefall (AFF) course or Static Line Jump program.
3. Skills Demonstration: Must demonstrate essential skydiving skills, including stable freefall, deployment of
the parachute, and safe landing techniques.
4. Written Exam: Pass the USPA A License written exam, which tests knowledge of skydiving safety,
equipment, and procedures.
5. Recommendation: Obtain a recommendation from a certified instructor.

The Importance of the USPA A License Exam

The USPA A License Exam plays a vital role in ensuring that jumpers possess the necessary knowledge
and skills to participate safely in skydiving. Here are several reasons why the exam is important:

1. Safety

Skydiving is an exhilarating sport, but it comes with inherent risks. The A License Exam helps ensure that
skydivers understand the safety protocols and emergency procedures required to minimize risks during



jumps.

2. Knowledge Validation

The written exam assesses a skydiver's understanding of crucial topics, such as:

- Equipment operation and maintenance
- Aerodynamics and body position in freefall
- Emergency procedures
- Weather conditions and their impact on skydiving

This knowledge is essential for making informed decisions while in the air.

3. Skill Proficiency

Passing the A License Exam indicates that a skydiver has achieved a certain level of proficiency in their
skills. This prepares them for future jumps and more advanced licenses, ultimately contributing to their
growth as a skydiver.

Preparing for the USPA A License Exam

Preparation for the USPA A License Exam involves both practical skills and theoretical knowledge. Here
are some effective strategies to prepare:

1. Complete Required Jumps

Before taking the exam, ensure you have completed the required 25 jumps. Focus on practicing essential
skills during these jumps, such as:

- Stable freefall
- Proper parachute deployment
- Controlled landings



2. Study the USPA Resources

The USPA provides numerous resources to help skydivers prepare for the A License Exam. These include:

- USPA Skydiver's Information Manual: A comprehensive guide covering essential topics in skydiving.
- Online Courses: USPA offers online courses that cover various aspects of skydiving, including safety
protocols and emergency procedures.

3. Join Study Groups

Studying with fellow skydivers can enhance your understanding of the material and provide support.
Consider forming study groups to review key concepts and quiz each other on important topics.

4. Take Practice Exams

Practice exams can be invaluable in preparing for the actual written test. They help familiarize you with
the format of the questions and identify areas where you may need additional study.

5. Consult with Instructors

Don’t hesitate to reach out to your instructors for guidance. They can provide insights into the exam
content and offer tips on how to approach various topics effectively.

What to Expect on Exam Day

On the day of the USPA A License Exam, you should be prepared for a structured assessment. Here’s what
you can expect:

1. Written Exam Format

The written exam typically consists of multiple-choice and true/false questions that cover the following
areas:

- Equipment and safety



- Freefall techniques
- Landing procedures
- Emergency protocols

2. Time Limit

Examinees are usually given a specific time limit to complete the exam, often around 60 minutes. Make
sure to manage your time effectively and read each question carefully.

3. Passing Score

To pass the exam, you typically need to achieve a score of at least 80%. If you do not pass on your first
attempt, don’t be discouraged; you can retake the exam after additional study.

After Passing the USPA A License Exam

Upon successful completion of the exam and meeting all other A License requirements, you will receive
your A License. This license opens up new opportunities for you as a skydiver, including:

1. Solo Skydiving

With your A License, you can now jump solo without the supervision of an instructor, allowing you to
progress in your skydiving journey.

2. Access to Advanced Training

An A License is a prerequisite for pursuing advanced skydiving training, including the B License and
other specialized courses.

3. Community and Networking

Becoming a licensed skydiver allows you to connect with a broader community of skydivers, participating
in events, jumps, and networking opportunities.



Conclusion

The USPA A License Exam is a crucial step in the journey of any aspiring skydiver. Understanding its
requirements, importance, and preparation strategies can help ensure success. By taking the time to study
and practice, you can achieve your A License and unlock new adventures in the thrilling world of
skydiving. Whether you aspire to jump solo, participate in advanced training, or simply enjoy the
camaraderie of the skydiving community, the A License is your gateway to an exhilarating experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the USPA A License Exam and what does it signify?
The USPA A License Exam is a certification exam offered by the United States Parachute Association that
signifies a skydiver has achieved a basic level of proficiency in skydiving. It indicates that the individual
has completed a minimum of 25 jumps and is knowledgeable about safety protocols and canopy control.

What are the prerequisites to take the USPA A License Exam?
To take the USPA A License Exam, candidates must have a minimum of 25 jumps, including at least 10
jumps with an instructor and successful completion of a USPA-affiliated training program. Additionally,
candidates must have logged all jumps in their logbook and completed the required ground school.

What topics are covered in the USPA A License Exam?
The USPA A License Exam covers topics such as parachute equipment, emergency procedures, canopy
control, drop zone operations, and safety regulations. It also assesses the candidate's understanding of basic
skydiving principles and their ability to respond to emergencies.

How is the USPA A License Exam structured?
The USPA A License Exam typically consists of a written test and a practical demonstration of skills. The
written test includes multiple-choice and true/false questions related to skydiving knowledge, while the
practical portion requires candidates to demonstrate their skills in a jump.

What are the benefits of obtaining a USPA A License?
Obtaining a USPA A License provides several benefits, including the ability to jump at USPA-affiliated
drop zones, eligibility for advanced training courses, and recognition within the skydiving community as a
qualified and knowledgeable skydiver. It also enhances safety awareness and encourages responsible
jumping practices.
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