
uss scorpion sunk by soviets

USS Scorpion sunk by Soviets is a topic that has intrigued historians,
military enthusiasts, and conspiracy theorists alike. The tragic sinking of
the USS Scorpion (SSN-589) remains shrouded in mystery and controversy, with
many theories surrounding its demise. This article delves into the details of
the Scorpion's last voyage, the official investigations, and the various
theories regarding its sinking, including the contentious idea that it was
sunk by Soviet forces during the Cold War.

Background of the USS Scorpion

Commissioned in 1960, the USS Scorpion was a Skipjack-class submarine, one of
the most advanced submarines of its time. With a length of 252 feet and a
displacement of approximately 3,000 tons, the Scorpion was designed for anti-
submarine warfare, reconnaissance, and attack missions. Equipped with
advanced sonar and torpedoes, the submarine played a crucial role in the U.S.
Navy’s Cold War strategy.

Operational History

The USS Scorpion had a relatively short but eventful operational history,
marked by several deployments and significant exercises. Key points include:

1961-1962: The Scorpion participated in various NATO exercises and
training missions.

1963: The submarine was part of operations involving the Mediterranean
and the Atlantic.

1966: The Scorpion underwent a major overhaul, enhancing its
capabilities.

1967: It completed several intelligence-gathering missions near Soviet
waters.

Despite its achievements, the Scorpion faced challenges, including mechanical
issues and the inherent dangers of submarine warfare.

The Final Voyage

The USS Scorpion embarked on its last voyage in May 1968. The submarine left
Norfolk, Virginia, for a routine patrol in the Mediterranean Sea. The mission
was expected to last several weeks, but communication with the submarine
ceased on May 21, 1968.



Last Communications

Before its disappearance, the Scorpion sent several messages to its home
base. Some notable points include:

On May 20, the Scorpion reported mechanical issues, specifically related
to its battery.

Final communication received on May 21, indicating that they were
preparing to surface.

The abrupt end to these communications raised concerns within the Navy,
prompting an immediate search operation.

The Search and Discovery

Once the Scorpion was reported missing, the U.S. Navy initiated an extensive
search operation, which lasted for several weeks. Search efforts included:

Deploying aircraft and surface ships to scour vast areas of the Atlantic1.
Ocean.

Utilizing sonar technology to locate the submarine.2.

Engaging international allies for assistance in the search efforts.3.

On October 5, 1968, the wreckage of the USS Scorpion was discovered
approximately 1,000 miles southwest of the Azores at a depth of about 3,000
feet. The discovery revealed that the submarine had broken up on the ocean
floor, with debris scattered over a wide area.

Investigations into the Sinking

Following the recovery of the wreckage, the U.S. Navy conducted an
investigation to determine the cause of the sinking. The investigation
focused on several factors:

Possible Causes of the Sinking

The Navy's investigation considered various scenarios that could have led to
the submarine's demise:

Mechanical Failure: The Scorpion had reported mechanical issues prior to
its last communication, leading to speculation that it may have suffered
a catastrophic failure.



Accidental Torpedo Launch: Some theories suggest that the Scorpion may
have accidentally launched a torpedo, which could have caused a
catastrophic explosion.

Collision: Another possibility was a collision with another vessel,
although there was no evidence to support this theory.

The official report concluded that a combination of factors, including
mechanical issues and possibly an explosion, led to the sinking of the USS
Scorpion.

The Soviet Theory

Despite the official findings, conspiracy theories emerged suggesting that
the USS Scorpion was sunk by Soviet forces. Proponents of this theory argue
that:

The Cold War context created a hostile environment, with both sides
engaged in intense submarine operations.

Some reports claimed that Soviet submarines were seen in the vicinity of
the Scorpion during its last mission.

There were historical precedents of Soviet submarines engaging U.S.
vessels covertly.

Supporters of this theory often cite a lack of concrete evidence from the
investigation, claiming that the true cause of the sinking was covered up.

Legacy and Impact

The sinking of the USS Scorpion had a lasting impact on the U.S. Navy and
submarine operations. Key takeaways include:

Changes in Submarine Operations

In response to the incident, the Navy implemented several changes:

Enhanced Safety Protocols: New measures were introduced to improve the
safety and reliability of submarine operations.

Increased Communication: Protocols for maintaining communication with
submarines were tightened to ensure that any issues could be reported
more effectively.

Improved Training: Submarine crews received additional training to
handle emergencies and mechanical failures.



Memorialization

The memory of the USS Scorpion and its crew is honored in various ways:

Annual memorial services are held to commemorate the 99 crew members who
lost their lives.

The U.S. Navy maintains a memorial at the Naval Submarine Base New
London in Groton, Connecticut.

Conclusion

The sinking of the USS Scorpion remains one of the most enigmatic events in
naval history. While the official investigations pointed to mechanical
failures as the cause, the theories surrounding its sinking, particularly the
notion that it was USS Scorpion sunk by Soviets, continue to captivate the
public's imagination. As more information and declassified documents emerge,
the true story behind the Scorpion's tragic end may one day come to light,
providing closure to a mystery that has lingered for decades.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the USS Scorpion?

The USS Scorpion was a nuclear-powered attack submarine of the United States
Navy that sank in May 1968.

When did the USS Scorpion sink?

The USS Scorpion sank on May 22, 1968, while returning to its home port in
Norfolk, Virginia.

What were the circumstances surrounding the sinking
of the USS Scorpion?

The USS Scorpion sank under mysterious circumstances, with its last
communication indicating it was experiencing technical difficulties before it
disappeared.

What theories exist about the sinking of the USS
Scorpion?

There are several theories including mechanical failure, a collision with
another submarine, and speculation that it was sunk by Soviet forces,
although no conclusive evidence supports this.



What was found during the recovery of the USS
Scorpion?

When the wreck was located in October 1968, it was found at a depth of about
10,000 feet, with the submarine showing signs of damage, including a presumed
implosion.

How many crew members were aboard the USS Scorpion
when it sank?

There were 99 crew members aboard the USS Scorpion when it sank, and none
survived.

Did the Soviet Union claim responsibility for the
sinking of the USS Scorpion?

The Soviet Union did not officially claim responsibility for the sinking of
the USS Scorpion, and the U.S. government has not confirmed any direct
involvement.

What impact did the sinking of the USS Scorpion have
on U.S. naval strategy?

The sinking of the USS Scorpion raised concerns about submarine safety and
led to changes in operational protocols and increased focus on anti-submarine
warfare.

Are there any documentaries or books about the USS
Scorpion?

Yes, there are several documentaries and books that explore the sinking of
the USS Scorpion, including investigations into its cause and implications
for Cold War naval operations.

What can be learned from the sinking of the USS
Scorpion?

The sinking of the USS Scorpion highlights the risks associated with
submarine operations, the importance of safety protocols, and the ongoing
mysteries of Cold War-era military incidents.
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