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Usted and Ustedes Commands Practice: A Comprehensive Guide

The Spanish language is rich with nuances, particularly when it comes to addressing people formally

or informally. In many Spanish-speaking countries, the use of “usted” (singular formal) and “ustedes”

(plural formal) is essential in both written and spoken language. This article aims to provide a thorough

understanding of how to form commands using these pronouns, with practical exercises and examples

for better comprehension.

Understanding Commands in Spanish

In Spanish, commands or imperatives are used to give orders, make requests, or offer advice. The

structure of these commands varies depending on whether you are addressing someone formally or

informally.

Types of Commands

1. Affirmative Commands: These are used to tell someone to do something.

2. Negative Commands: These instruct someone not to do something.

To create commands in Spanish, you typically use the verb in its imperative form. The formation of

commands differs based on the subject pronoun, which is crucial when using "usted" and "ustedes."



Forming Commands with Usted

When forming commands with "usted," the imperative form is derived from the third person singular of

the present subjunctive. Below are the steps to create affirmative and negative commands:

Affirmative Commands

To form an affirmative command using "usted," follow these general rules:

1. Identify the infinitive verb: For example, "hablar" (to speak), "comer" (to eat), "vivir" (to live).

2. Conjugate to the present subjunctive:

- For -ar verbs: Take the stem (habl-) and add -e → "hable."

- For -er and -ir verbs: Take the stem (com-) or (viv-) and add -a → "coma" and "viva."

Examples:

- Hable (Speak!)

- Coma (Eat!)

- Viva (Live!)

Negative Commands

To construct negative commands with "usted," the process is similar, but you include "no" before the

verb.

Examples:

- No hable (Don’t speak!)

- No coma (Don’t eat!)

- No viva (Don’t live!)



Forming Commands with Ustedes

The formation of commands with “ustedes” follows a similar pattern to “usted,” but the conjugation

reflects the plural form.

Affirmative Commands

For affirmative commands with "ustedes," use the third person plural of the present subjunctive:

1. Identify the infinitive verb.

2. Conjugate to the present subjunctive:

- For -ar verbs: Use the stem and add -en → "hablen."

- For -er and -ir verbs: Use the stem and add -an → "coman" and "vivan."

Examples:

- Hablen (Speak!)

- Coman (Eat!)

- Vivan (Live!)

Negative Commands

For negative commands, place "no" before the verb in the same subjunctive form.

Examples:

- No hablen (Don’t speak!)

- No coman (Don’t eat!)

- No vivan (Don’t live!)



Common Verbs and Their Command Forms

Understanding the conjugation of common verbs is essential for effective communication. Here’s a list

of frequently used verbs and their command forms for both "usted" and "ustedes":

| Infinitive | Affirmative (Usted) | Negative (Usted) | Affirmative (Ustedes) | Negative (Ustedes) |

|------------|---------------------|-------------------|------------------------|---------------------|

| Hablar | Hable | No hable | Hablen | No hablen |

| Comer | Coma | No coma | Coman | No coman |

| Vivir | Viva | No viva | Vivan | No vivan |

| Ir | Vaya | No vaya | Vayan | No vayan |

| Ser | Sea | No sea | Sean | No sean |

| Estar | Esté | No esté | Estén | No estén |

Practical Exercises for Mastery

Practice is key to mastering commands using “usted” and “ustedes.” Here are some exercises to

reinforce your learning:

Exercise 1: Fill in the Blanks

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in the imperative (either affirmative or

negative) for "usted" or "ustedes":

1. (hablar) _________, por favor. (Usted)

2. (comer) _________ las verduras. (Ustedes)

3. (vivir) _________ en paz. (Usted)

4. (no ir) _________ a la fiesta. (Ustedes)



5. (no comer) _________ tanto dulce. (Usted)

Answers:

1. Hable

2. Coman

3. Viva

4. No vayan

5. No coma

Exercise 2: Create Your Own Sentences

Write five affirmative and five negative commands using both "usted" and "ustedes." Here’s a format to

follow:

- Affirmative (Usted): _________

- Negative (Usted): _________

- Affirmative (Ustedes): _________

- Negative (Ustedes): _________

Tips for Using Commands Effectively

1. Context Matters: Always consider the context and the relationship with the person you are

addressing. Use "usted" in formal situations and "ustedes" when addressing a group.

2. Be Polite: Commands can sound harsh. Adding “por favor” (please) can soften requests.

3. Practice Regularly: Regular practice will help you become more comfortable in using commands

accurately.



Conclusion

In summary, mastering the use of "usted" and "ustedes" commands is vital for effective communication

in Spanish. Understanding how to form both affirmative and negative commands allows you to express

requests and directives clearly. With practice and application, you will enhance your language skills

and interact more confidently with Spanish speakers. Use the exercises provided, and remember that

practice makes perfect!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between 'usted' and 'ustedes' commands in

Spanish?

'Usted' is the formal singular form used to address one person respectfully, while 'ustedes' is the

formal plural form used to address multiple people. Commands for 'usted' use third-person singular

conjugations, and commands for 'ustedes' use third-person plural conjugations.

How do you form affirmative commands for 'usted'?

To form affirmative commands for 'usted', take the present tense yo form of the verb, drop the -o

ending, and add -e for -ar verbs or -a for -er and -ir verbs. For example, 'hablar' becomes 'hable' and

'comer' becomes 'coma'.

What are the negative command forms for 'usted'?

To form negative commands for 'usted', use 'no' followed by the present subjunctive form of the verb.

For example, 'no hable' (do not speak) and 'no coma' (do not eat).



Can you provide examples of affirmative commands for 'ustedes'?

Certainly! For 'ustedes', you would use the third-person plural form. For example, 'hablar' becomes

'hablen' (speak) and 'comer' becomes 'coman' (eat).

How do you create negative commands for 'ustedes'?

Negative commands for 'ustedes' also use 'no' followed by the present subjunctive form. For example,

'no hablen' (do not speak) and 'no coman' (do not eat).

Are there any irregular verbs in 'usted' and 'ustedes' commands?

Yes, there are several irregular verbs. For example, 'ir' (to go) becomes 'vaya' (usted) and 'vayan'

(ustedes). Similarly, 'ser' (to be) becomes 'sea' (usted) and 'sean' (ustedes).
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