UW MADISON FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT

UW MADISON FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT IS AN ESSENTIAL COMPONENT OF THE ACADEMIC CURRICULUM DESIGNED TO
ENSURE THAT STUDENTS DEVELOP PROFICIENCY IN A SECOND LANGUAGE. THIS REQUIREMENT REFLECTS THE UNIVERSITY’S
COMMITMENT TO FOSTERING A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE AMONG ITS GRADUATES. AS ONE OF THE LEADING INSTITUTIONS IN THE
UNITED STATESI THE UNIVERSITY OF \W/ISCONSIN-MADISON RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF LANGUAGE SKILLS IN TODAY’S
INTERCONNECTED WORLD. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE DETAILS OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT, INCLUDING ITS
PURPOSE, IMPLEMENTATION, AVAILABLE LANGUAGES, AND HOW STUDENTS CAN FULFILL THIS REQUIREMENT EFFECTIVELY.

PURPOSE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT

THe UW MADISON FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT SERVES SEVERAL KEY PURPOSES:

1. CuLTURAL COMPETENCE: LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE HELPS STUDENTS APPRECIATE AND UNDERSTAND DIVERSE CULTURES.
THIS CULTURAL COMPETENCE IS VITAL IN A GLOBALIZED SOCIETY WHERE UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES CAN ENHANCE
PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL RELATIONSHIPS.

2. COGNITIVE BENEFITS: STUDIES HAVE SHOWN THAT LEARNING A SECOND LANGUAGE CAN IMPROVE COGNITIVE ABILITIES.
MULTILINGUAL INDIVIDUALS OFTEN DEMONSTRATE BETTER PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS, ENHANCED MEMORY, AND IMPROVED
CRITICAL THINKING.

3. CAreer OPPORTUNITIES: IN AN INCREASINGLY GLOBAL JOB MARKET, PROFICIENCY IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CAN GIVE
GRADUATES A COMPETITIVE EDGE. MANY EMPLOYERS VALUE LANGUAGE SKILLS, PARTICULARLY IN FIELDS SUCH AS

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, BUSINESS, EDUCATION, AND HEALTHCARE.

4. ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT: L ANGUAGE STUDY CONTRIBUTES TO A WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATION. |T ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO
THINK CRITICALLY ABOUT LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION, ENHANCING THEIR OVERALL ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REQUIREMENT

THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT AT UW MADISON IS IMPLEMENTED IN A STRUCTURED MANNER, ENSURING THAT STUDENTS
HAVE CLEAR GUIDELINES ON HOW TO FULFILL IT. HERE ARE THE KEY ASPECTS OF THIS IMPLEMENTATION:

\WHo IS AFFECTED

THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT APPLIES TO:

- UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS IN MOST DEGREE PROGRAMS
- STUDENTS PURSUING CERTAIN MAJORS OR MINORS MAY HAVE ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

ProFICIENCY LEVEL

STUDENTS ARE TYPICALLY REQUIRED TO DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY AT THE LEVEL EQUIVALENT TO:

- COMPLETING FOUR SEMESTERS OF COLLEGE-LEVEL LANGUAGE STUDY
- ACHIEVING A SCORE ON STANDARDIZED TESTS (LIKE AP orR SAT SUBJECT TESTS) THAT MEET SPECIFIED BENCHMARKS



EXeEMPTIONS

CERTAIN STUDENTS MAY BE EXEMPT FROM THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT, INCLUDING:

- STUDENTS WHOSE NATIVE LANGUAGE IS NOT ENGLISH AND WHO CAN DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY IN THEIR NATIVE LANGUAGE
- STUDENTS WITH DOCUMENTED LEARNING DISABILITIES THAT SIGNIFICANTLY IMPEDE THEIR ABILITY TO LEARN A FOREIGN
LANGUAGE

AVAILABLE LANGUAGES

AT UW MADISON, STUDENTS HAVE A WIDE RANGE OF LANGUAGES TO CHOOSE FROM, ALLOWING THEM TO SELECT ONE THAT
ALIGNS WITH THEIR PERSONAL INTERESTS OR PROFESSIONAL GOALS. SOME OF THE LANGUAGES OFFERED INCLUDE:

- SPANISH

- FRENCH

- GERMAN

- ITALIAN

- CHINESE

- JAPANESE

- RussiaN

- ARABIC

- PorTUGUESE

ADDITIONALLY, STUDENTS MAY HAVE THE OPTION TO STUDY LESS COMMONLY TAUGHT LANGUAGES, DEPENDING ON
DEPARTMENTAL OFFERINGS AND RESOURCES.

How To FULFILL THE REQUIREMENT

THERE ARE SEVERAL PATHWAYS THROUGH WHICH STUDENTS CAN FULFILL THE UW MADISON FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT:

COURSEWORK

ONE OF THE MOST COMMON METHODS IS THROUGH TAKING COURSES AT UW MADISON. THE PROCESS GENERALLY INVOLVES:

1. PLACEMENT TESTS: STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO TAKE A LANGUAGE PLACEMENT TEST TO DETERMINE THEIR STARTING
LEVEL. THIS ENSURES THAT STUDENTS ENROLL IN THE APPROPRIATE COURSE, OPTIMIZING THEIR LEARNING EXPERIENCE.

2. COURSE SEQUENCE: STUDENTS TYPICALLY FOLLOW A SEQUENCE OF COURSES THAT MAY INCLUDE:
- INTRODUCTORY COURSES (E.G., LANGUAGE 101, 102)

- INTERMEDIATE COURSES (E.G., LANGUAGE 203, 204)

- ADVANCED courses (E.G., Lancuace 301, 302)

3. CREDITS EARNED: SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING THE REQUIRED NUMBER OF CREDITS IN LANGUAGE COURSES WILL SATISFY THE
REQUIREMENT.

STANDARDIZED TESTING

For soMe STUDENTS, PROFICIENCY CAN BE DEMONSTRATED THROUGH STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES. OPTIONS INCLUDE:



- ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) ExAMS: A SCORE OF 3 OR HIGHER IN AP LANGUAGE EXAMS CAN FULFILL THE REQUIREMENT.
- SAT SujecT TESTS: A QUALIFYING SCORE ON A LANGUAGE SAT SUBJECT TEST MAY ALSO MEET THE REQUIREMENT.

L ANGUAGE IMMERSION PROGRAMS

PARTICIPATING IN STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS OR LANGUAGE IMMERSION EXPERIENCES CAN ALSO HELP STUDENTS FULFILL THEIR
FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT. THIS OPTION PROVIDES REAL-WORLD PRACTICE AND CULTURAL EXPOSURE, ENHANCING
LANGUAGE ACQUISITION.

ONLINE Courses AND CoMMUNITY CoLLEGE CLASSES

STUDENTS MAY ALSO CONSIDER TAKING FOREIGN LANGUAGE CLASSES THROUGH ACCREDITED ONLINE PLATFORMS OR LOCAL
COMMUNITY COLLEGES. THESE CLASSES CAN OFTEN BE TRANSFERRED FOR CREDIT AT UW/ MADISON, PROVIDED THEY MEET THE
UNIVERSITY’S STANDARDS.

ADVISING AND SUPPORT

NAVIGATING THE UW MADISON FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT CAN BE CHALLENGING, BUT STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO
VARIOUS RESOURCES FOR SUPPORT:

1. ACADEMIC ADVISING: THE UNIVERSITY OFFERS ACADEMIC ADVISORS WHO CAN HELP STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THEIR LANGUAGE
REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDE THEM IN COURSE SELECTION.

2. LANGUAGE TUTORING: UW MADISON PROVIDES TUTORING SERVICES FOR STUDENTS NEEDING EXTRA HELP WITH LANGUAGE
COURSES, ENSURING THEY CAN SUCCEED AND MEET THEIR REQUIREMENTS.

3. LANGUAGE L ABS: THE UNIVERSITY FEATURES LANGUAGE LABS EQUIPPED WITH RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS TO PRACTICE THEIR
LANGUAGE SKILLS, INCLUDING MULTIMEDIA MATERIALS AND CONVERSATION PARTNERS.

CoNCLUSION

THe UW MADISON FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT IS A VITAL ASPECT OF THE EDUCATIONAL FRAMEWORK, ENSURING THAT
STUDENTS DEVELOP THE NECESSARY SKILLS TO THRIVE IN A GLOBALIZED WORLD. BY FOSTERING CULTURAL COMPETENCE,
ENHANCING COGNITIVE ABILITIES, AND OPENING DOORS TO DIVERSE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES, THIS REQUIREMENT PREPARES
STUDENTS FOR THE COMPLEXITIES OF MODERN SOCIETY. W/ITH VARIOUS PATHWAYS TO FULFILL THE REQUIREMENT, INCLUDING
COURSEWORK, STANDARDIZED TESTING, AND IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCES, STUDENTS HAVE THE FLEXIBILITY TO CHOOSE THE BEST
ROUTE BASED ON THEIR INTERESTS AND GOALS. BY TAKING ADVANTAGE OF AVAILABLE RESOURCES AND SUPPORT, STUDENTS
CAN SUCCESSFULLY MEET THIS REQUIREMENT AND ENRICH THEIR ACADEMIC JOURNEY AT UW MADISON.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS AT
UW-MaAbDIsonN?

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS AT UW-MADISON MUST COMPLETE A FOREIGN LANGUAGE THROUGH THE SECOND SEMESTER OF THE
SECOND YEAR (TYPICALLY EQUIVALENT TO THE 204 LEVEL) OR DEMONSTRATE EQUIVALENT PROFICIENCY.



CAN | FULFILL THE UW/-MADISON FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT WITH HIGH SCHOOL
COURSEWORK?

YES, STUDENTS CAN FULFILL THE REQUIREMENT WITH HIGH SCHOOL FOREIGN LANGUAGE CREDITS IF THEY HAVE COMPLETED AT
LEAST TWO YEARS OF THE SAME LANGUAGE WITH A GRADE OF 'C’ OR BETTER.

ARE THERE ANY EXEMPTIONS TO THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT AT UW-
MADISON?

YES, STUDENTS WHO HAVE DOCUMENTED LEARNING DISABILITIES OR WHO ARE NATIVE SPEAKERS OF A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN
ENGLISH MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR EXEMPTIONS FROM THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT.

\WHAT OPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FULFILLING THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT
AT UW-MADISON?

STUDENTS CAN FULFILL THE REQUIREMENT THROUGH COURSEWORK IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE, BY PASSING A PROFICIENCY EXAM,
OR BY STUDYING ABROAD IN A PROGRAM THAT EMPHASIZES LANGUAGE ACQUISITION.

How CAN STUDENTS DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY TO SATISFY THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE
REQUIREMENT AT U\W/-MADISON?

STUDENTS CAN DEMONSTRATE PROFICIENCY THROUGH VARIOUS MEANS, INCLUDING PLACEMENT TESTS, STANDARDIZED EXAMS
LIkE AP or IB TESTS, OR BY COMPLETING COURSES AT THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL.
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