VALEDICTORIAN SALUTATORIAN AND HISTORIAN

VALEDICTORIAN, SALUTATORIAN, AND HISTORIAN ARE THREE PROMINENT ROLES THAT STUDENTS CAN HOLD DURING THEIR
GRADUATION CEREMONIES, EACH CARRYING ITS OWN SET OF RESPONSIBILITIES AND HONORS. UNDERSTANDING THE DISTINCTIONS
BETWEEN THESE TITLES CAN HELP STUDENTS NAVIGATE THEIR ACADEMIC JOURNEY AND SET THEIR SIGHTS ON ACHIEVING THESE
PRESTIGIOUS POSITIONS. IN THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE, WE WILL DELVE INTO THE DEFINITIONS, ROLES, AND IMPORTANCE OF
VALEDICTORIANS, SALUTATORIANS, AND HISTORIANS IN THE CONTEXT OF HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE GRADUATION CEREMONIES.

UNDERSTANDING THE ROLES

WHAT IS A V ALEDICTORIAN?

THE VALEDICTORIAN IS TYPICALLY THE STUDENT WITH THE HIGHEST ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT IN THEIR GRADUATING CLASS. THIS
HONOR IS OFTEN DETERMINED BY A COMBINATION OF FACTORS, INCLUDING:

GRADE PoINT Averace (GPA)
o COURSE DIFFICULTY
o STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES

® EXTRACURRICULAR INVOLVEMENT

THE VALEDICTORIAN IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING THE COMMENCEMENT SPEECH, WHICH IS A SIGNIFICANT MOMENT DURING THE
GRADUATION CEREMONY. THIS SPEECH OFTEN REFLECTS ON THE JOURNEY OF THE GRADUATING CLASS, HIGHLIGHTS MEMORABLE
MOMENTS, AND OFFERS WORDS OF WISDOM AS GRADUATES EMBARK ON THE NEXT CHAPTER OF THEIR LIVES.

WHAT IS A SALUTATORIAN?

THE SALUTATORIAN IS THE STUDENT WHO RANKS SECOND IN ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT WITHIN THEIR GRADUATING CLASS. LIKE
THE VALEDICTORIAN, THE SELECTION CRITERIA MAY INCLUDE GPA, COURSE RIGOR, AND OTHER ACADEMIC METRICS.

THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SALUTATORIAN IS TO DELIVER THE SALUTATORY ADDRESS, WHICH SERVES AS A \WELCOME

TO GUESTS AND FELLOW GRADUATES. W/HILE THE VALEDICTORIAN'S SPEECH OFTEN LOOKS BACK, THE SALUTATORIAN'S SPEECH
TYPICALLY FOCUSES ON THE FUTURE AND THE POTENTIAL OF THE GRADUATING CLASS.

WHAT IS A HISTORIAN?

THE HISTORIAN IS A LESS COMMONLY RECOGNIZED TITLE COMPARED TO VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN, BUT IT HOLDS ITS
OWN SIGNIFICANCE. THE HISTORIAN’S ROLE IS TO DOCUMENT THE EVENTS AND EXPERIENCES OF THE GRADUATING CLASS
THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR. THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES MIGHT INCLUDE:

e CREATING A YEARBOOK OR MEMORY BOOK

e GATHERING AND ORGANIZING PHOTOS AND STORIES



o COMPILING A RECORD OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

® PRESENTING A SUMMARY OF THE YEAR DURING THE CEREMONY

THE HISTORIAN'S WORK IS CRUCIAL FOR PRESERVING MEMORIES AND CREATING A LASTING LEGACY FOR THE GRADUATING CLASS.

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION

V ALEDICTORIAN SELECTION CRITERIA

THE CRITERIA FOR SELECTING A VALEDICTORIAN CAN VARY BY SCHOOL, BUT GENERALLY INCLUDE:
1. ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE: A STRONG GPA IS ESSENTIAL, OFTEN WITH ADDITIONAL WEIGHT GIVEN TO HONORS OR
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) COURSES.

2. PARTICIPATION IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: INVOLVEMENT IN CLUBS, SPORTS, OR COMMUNITY SERVICE CAN
ENHANCE A STUDENT'S APPEAL.

3. STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES: SOME SCHOOLS CONSIDER TEST SCORES (LIKE SAT or ACT) ALONGSIDE ACADEMIC
PERFORMANCE.

4. TEACHER RECOMMENDATIONS: SOME SCHOOLS MAY REQUIRE OR CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS FROM FACULTY MEMBERS.

SALUTATORIAN SELECTION CRITERIA

THE SELECTION CRITERIA FOR THE SALUTATORIAN ARE OFTEN SIMILAR TO THOSE OF THE VALEDICTORIAN, WITH A FOCUS ON
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE. THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCES MAY LIE IN THE SPECIFIC ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS THAT SEPARATE THE TWO
POSITIONS.

HisTorIAN SELECTION CRITERIA

THE HISTORIAN IS USUALLY SELECTED BASED ON:
® | EADERSHIP QUALITIES: THE HISTORIAN MUST BE ORGANIZED AND CAPABLE OF OVERSEEING THE DOCUMENTATION
PROCESS.

e CREATIVITY: AN EYE FOR DESIGN AND STORYTELLING IS ESSENTIAL FOR CREATING ENGAGING AND MEMORABLE YEARBOOKS
OR PRESENTATIONS.

® |INVOLVEMENT: ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL EVENTS AND A GENUINE INTEREST IN PRESERVING MEMORIES ARE
IMPORTANT.



THE IMPORTANCE OF EACH ROLE

IMPACT OF THE V ALEDICTORIAN

THE VALEDICTORIAN OFTEN SERVES AS A ROLE MODEL FOR THEIR PEERS. THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS CAN INSPIRE OTHER STUDENTS TO
STRIVE FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE. ADDITIONALLY, THE VALEDICTORIAN'S SPEECH CAN LEAVE A LASTING IMPRESSION ON THE
AUDIENCE, MAKING IT A MEANINGFUL PART OF THE GRADUATION CEREMONY.

IMPACT OF THE SALUTATORIAN

THE SALUTATORIAN PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE GRADUATING CLASS. BY DELIVERING A
THOUGHTFUL AND ENGAGING ADDRESS, THEY CONTRIBUTE TO THE OVERALL ATMOSPHERE OF CELEBRATION AND REFLECTION. THE
SALUTATORIAN'S PERSPECTIVE CAN PROVIDE BALANCE TO THE VALEDICTORIAN'S ADDRESS, EMPHASIZING BOTH PAST
ACHIEVEMENTS AND FUTURE ASPIRATIONS.

IMPACT OF THE HISTORIAN

THE HISTORIAN'S CONTRIBUTIONS ENSURE THAT THE MEMORIES OF THE GRADUATING CLASS ARE PRESERVED FOR YEARS TO COME.
BY DOCUMENTING EVENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS, THE HISTORIAN CREATES A TANGIBLE REMINDER OF THE EXPERIENCES SHARED BY
CLASSMATES. THIS ROLE FOSTERS A SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND BELONGING AMONG GRADUATES, ALLOWING THEM TO LOOK
BACK FONDLY ON THEIR TIME TOGETHER.

How To BECOME A V ALEDICTORIAN, SALUTATORIAN, OR HISTORIAN

TIPS FOR ASPIRING V ALEDICTORIANS AND SALUTATORIANS

1. MAINTAIN A STRONG ACADEMIC RECORD: FOCUS ON ACHIEVING HIGH GRADES IN ALL YOUR CLASSES, PARTICULARLY IN
HONORS OR AP COURSES.

2. GET INVOLVED: PARTICIPATE IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES THAT INTEREST YOU. LEADERSHIP ROLES CAN ENHANCE YOUR
PROFILE.

3. Seek HeLP W/HEN NEEDED: DON’T HESITATE TO REACH OUT TO TEACHERS OR PEERS FOR ASSISTANCE IF YOU STRUGGLE WITH
CERTAIN SUBJECTS.

4. PREPARE FOR STANDARDIZED TESTS: INVEST TIME IN STUDYING FOR TESTS THAT MAY AFFECT YOUR STANDING.

5. BUILD RELATIONSHIPS WITH FACULTY: POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS CAN LEAD TO STRONG RECOMMENDATIONS.

TiPs FOR ASPIRING HISTORIANS

1. Be DETAIL-ORIENTED: PAY ATTENTION TO DETAILS, AS DOCUMENTATION REQUIRES ACCURACY.

2. GET INVOLVED IN ScHooL EVENTS: ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN SCHOOL FUNCTIONS TO GATHER INFORMATION AND MATERIALS
FOR DOCUMENTATION.

3. DeveLor CREATIVE SKILLS: ENHANCE YOUR SKILLS IN PHOTOGRAPHY, WRITING, AND DESIGN TO MAKE YOUR DOCUMENTATION
ENGAGING.

4. NETWORK WITH PEERS: COLLABORATE WITH CLASSMATES TO GATHER STORIES AND MEMORIES, CREATING A MORE
COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY.

5. STAY ORGANIZED: KEEP ALL MATERIALS AND INFORMATION WELL-ORGANIZED TO STREAMLINE THE DOCUMENTATION PROCESS.



CoNcCLUSION

THE ROLES OF VALEDICTORIAN, SALUTATORIAN, AND HISTORIAN ARE VITAL COMPONENTS OF THE GRADUATION EXPERIENCE,
EACH CONTRIBUTING UNIQUELY TO THE CEREMONY AND THE LEGACY OF THE GRADUATING CLASS. BY UNDERSTANDING THESE
POSITIONS, STUDENTS CAN SET MEANINGFUL ACADEMIC AND PERSONAL GOALS AS THEY NAVIGATE THEIR EDUCATIONAL
JOURNEYS. WHETHER AIMING FOR THE TOP ACADEMIC SPOT OR THE ROLE OF HISTORIAN, EACH POSITION OFFERS AN
OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A LASTING IMPACT ON PEERS AND THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE PRIMARY ROLE OF A VALEDICTORIAN?

THE PRIMARY ROLE OF A VALEDICTORIAN IS TO DELIVER A FAREWELL SPEECH AT GRADUATION, REFLECTING ON THE EXPERIENCES
OF THE GRADUATING CLASS AND INSPIRING THEIR PEERS AS THEY MOVE FORW ARD.

How 1S THE VALEDICTORIAN TYPICALLY CHOSEN?

THE VALEDICTORIAN IS USUALLY CHOSEN BASED ON ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE, OFTEN HOLDING THE HIGHEST GPA IN THE
GRADUATING CLASS, ALTHOUGH SOME SCHOOLS MAY HAVE ADDITIONAL CRITERIA.

\W/HAT RESPONSIBILITIES DOES A SALUTATORIAN HAVE?

THE SALUTATORIAN TYPICALLY DELIVERS THE WELCOMING SPEECH AT GRADUATION AND MAY ALSO REPRESENT THE STUDENT
BODY IN CERTAIN CEREMONIAL DUTIES, OFTEN FOCUSING ON GRATITUDE AND THE COMMUNITY.

IS THE ROLE OF SALUTATORIAN ALWAYS SECOND IN ACADEMIC RANKING?

YES/ THE SALUTATORIAN IS GENERALLY THE STUDENT WITH THE SECOND HIGHEST GPA IN THE GRADUATING CLASS, THOUGH
THIS CAN VARY BY SCHOOL.

\W/HAT DOES A HISTORIAN DO IN A SCHOOL CONTEXT?

IN A SCHOOL CONTEXT, A HISTORIAN IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DOCUMENTING EVENTS, MILESTONES, AND ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUT
THE SCHOOL YEAR, OFTEN COMPILING A YEARBOOK OR MAINTAINING A RECORD OF THE SCHOOL’S HISTORY.

CAN A STUDENT HOLD MULTIPLE TITLES LIKE VALEDICTORIAN AND HISTORIAN?

YES/ A STUDENT CAN HOLD MULTIPLE TITLES SUCH AS VALEDICTORIAN, SALUTATORIAN, OR HISTORIAN, DEPENDING ON THEIR
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS AND THE ROLES DESIGNATED BY THE SCHOOL.

\WHAT SKILLS ARE IMPORTANT FOR A VALEDICTORIAN WHEN PREPARING THEIR SPEECH?

IMPORTANT SKILLS FOR A VALEDICTORIAN INCLUDE PUBLIC SPEAKING, WRITING, AND THE ABILITY TO CONNECT EMOTIONALLY
WITH THE AUDIENCE, AS WELL AS REFLECTING ON THE SHARED EXPERIENCES OF THEIR CLASSMATES.

ARE THERE ANY TRADITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE ROLES OF VALEDICTORIAN AND
SALUTATORIAN?

YES, TRADITIONS OFTEN INCLUDE THE VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN WEARING SPECIAL CORDS OR STOLES DURING THE
GRADUATION CEREMONY AND PRESENTING SPEECHES THAT HIGHLIGHT THEIR CLASS/S_JOUENEY.



How DO HISTORIANS CONTRIBUTE TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY?

HISTORIANS CONTRIBUTE TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY BY PRESERVING MEMORIES, FOSTERING SCHOOL SPIRIT, AND PROVIDING A
SENSE OF CONTINUITY AND IDENTITY THROUGH THEIR DOCUMENTATION OF EVENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS.

Valedictorian Salutatorian And Historian

Valedictorian Salutatorian And Historian
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