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The Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT) is an essential assessment for students
entering Florida colleges, including Valencia College. The PERT evaluates students' math, reading,
and writing skills to determine their readiness for college-level coursework. This article is a
comprehensive Valencia PERT Math study guide designed to help students prepare effectively for
the math portion of the test.

Understanding the PERT Math Test

The PERT Math test is structured to assess students’ mathematical abilities across various topics.
The test is not timed, allowing students to work at their own pace, which can alleviate some
pressure.

Test Structure

The PERT Math section covers several key areas, including:

1. Arithmetic: Basic operations, fractions, decimals, and percentages.

2. Algebra: Solving equations, inequalities, and understanding algebraic expressions.
3. Geometry: Understanding shapes, areas, volumes, and basic geometric properties.
4. Data Analysis: Interpreting graphs, statistics, and probability.

The test consists of multiple-choice questions, and students can take it multiple times if needed. The
highest score will be considered for placement.

Score Ranges and Placement

The PERT Math test scores range from 107 to 150. The following score ranges typically determine
placement in courses:

- Scores 107-113: Developmental mathematics

- Scores 114-122: Intermediate algebra or developmental mathematics with some college-level
courses

- Scores 123-150: College-level courses, such as College Algebra or Statistics

Understanding these ranges is crucial for students to set their study goals.



Preparation Strategies

Preparing for the PERT Math test requires a strategic approach. Here are some effective study
strategies:

1. Review Basic Math Concepts

Start by revisiting foundational math concepts. Focus on the following areas:

- Arithmetic: Review addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division, including operations with
fractions and decimals.

- Algebra: Study solving linear equations, working with polynomials, and understanding functions.
- Geometry: Familiarize yourself with the properties of shapes, the Pythagorean theorem, and
calculations for area and volume.

- Statistics: Learn how to read charts, calculate averages, and understand basic probabilities.

2. Utilize Study Resources

A variety of study resources are available to help students prepare:

- Textbooks: Use college-level algebra and geometry textbooks that cover the necessary content.

- Online Resources: Websites like Khan Academy, Coursera, and others offer free courses and
practice problems.

- Study Guides: Consider purchasing or downloading specific PERT study guides that focus on math.

3. Practice with Sample Questions

Practicing with sample questions is one of the most effective ways to prepare. Here are some
resources:

- Official PERT Practice Tests: Valencia College may offer practice tests on their website. These are

invaluable as they provide insight into the actual test format.
- Math Workbooks: Consider using workbooks that are specifically designed for PERT preparation.

4. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can enhance your understanding. Joining a study group allows you to:

- Discuss challenging concepts.
- Share resources and strategies.
- Stay motivated and accountable.



Time Management and Test-Taking Strategies

Effective time management and test-taking strategies can significantly improve performance on the
PERT Math test.

1. Develop a Study Schedule

Create a study schedule that:
- Allocates specific times for math review.

- Breaks down topics into manageable sections.
- Incorporates regular practice tests to track progress.

2. Familiarize Yourself with the Test Format

Understanding the format of the PERT Math test can help reduce anxiety. Pay attention to:
- The types of questions (multiple choice).

- The structure of the test (number of questions, topics covered).
- The use of a calculator (only specific calculators may be allowed).

3. Read Questions Carefully

During the test, make sure to read each question carefully. Key tips include:
- Identify what is being asked before looking at the answer choices.

- Eliminate clearly wrong answers to increase the likelihood of selecting the correct one.
- Watch for tricky wording, especially in word problems.

4, Manage Your Time Wisely

Though the test is not timed, managing your time effectively is still important. Here’s how:

- Spend an appropriate amount of time on each question.
- Don’t dwell too long on difficult questions—move on and return if time permits.
- Keep track of your progress to ensure you answer all questions.

Common Math Topics on the PERT

Focusing on common topics can improve your chances of success. Below is a list of frequently



encountered topics:

¢ Order of operations (PEMDAS)

¢ Solving linear equations and inequalities
e Graphing linear equations

e Working with polynomials and factoring
¢ Basic statistics (mean, median, mode)

e Understanding ratios and proportions

e Basic trigonometric functions

Final Thoughts

Preparing for the Valencia PERT Math test can be a fulfilling but challenging endeavor. With the
right study strategies, resources, and mindset, you can enhance your mathematical skills and
improve your chances of achieving a score that meets your college course requirements.

Remember, consistent practice and a clear understanding of the test format are crucial components
of your preparation. Utilize the resources available at Valencia College, seek help when needed, and
maintain a positive attitude throughout your study journey. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Valencia PERT Math Study Guide?

The Valencia PERT Math Study Guide is a resource designed to help students prepare for the
Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT) in mathematics, which assesses readiness for
college-level coursework.

What topics are covered in the Valencia PERT Math Study
Guide?

The guide covers various topics including algebra, geometry, statistics, and basic mathematical
operations, aligned with the PERT test requirements.



How can I access the Valencia PERT Math Study Guide?

The Valencia PERT Math Study Guide can typically be accessed through Valencia College's official
website or at their academic resource centers.

Is the Valencia PERT Math Study Guide free?

Yes, the Valencia PERT Math Study Guide is usually available for free to students enrolled at
Valencia College.

Are there practice questions included in the Valencia PERT
Math Study Guide?

Yes, the guide includes practice questions and exercises to help students familiarize themselves with
the types of questions they will encounter on the PERT.

How should I use the Valencia PERT Math Study Guide
effectively?

To use the guide effectively, study each section thoroughly, complete the practice problems, and
review any areas where you struggle to ensure a solid understanding of the material.

Can I find additional resources alongside the Valencia PERT
Math Study Guide?

Yes, in addition to the study guide, students can find supplemental resources such as tutoring
services, online tutorials, and math workshops offered by Valencia College.

What is the format of the PERT test that the study guide
prepares you for?

The PERT test is a computer-based assessment featuring multiple-choice questions that adapt to the
student's skill level, covering arithmetic, algebra, and college-level math.

How often should I study using the Valencia PERT Math Study
Guide before taking the test?

It's recommended to start studying several weeks in advance, dedicating regular study sessions to
ensure comprehensive coverage of the material and adequate practice.
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