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Van Morrison's "Wild Night" Tab: A Comprehensive Guide

Van Morrison, the legendary Northern Irish singer-songwriter, has captivated audiences
with his unique blend of rock, blues, and jazz. One of his most popular songs, "Wild Night,"
showcases his exceptional songwriting and soulful voice. For aspiring guitarists and fans
looking to play this classic tune, understanding the "Wild Night" tab is essential. This
article will delve into the song's background, its musical elements, and tips for mastering
the guitar tab.

The Background of "Wild Night"

"Wild Night" was originally released in 1970 on Van Morrison's album Tupelo Honey. The
song reflects a sense of youthful exuberance and romance, capturing the essence of a
carefree night out. Its catchy rhythm and infectious melody have made it a favorite among
fans and musicians alike.

A Brief History

1. Album Release: Tupelo Honey was released on October 30, 1971, and quickly became a
commercial success.

2. Chart Performance: "Wild Night" peaked at number 28 on the Billboard Hot 100,
solidifying its status as one of Morrison's signature songs.

3. Covers and Popularity: The song has been covered by various artists, including the band
The Band, further cementing its place in the musical landscape.

Understanding the Musical Structure

To effectively play "Wild Night," it's crucial to grasp its musical structure. The song is
characterized by its upbeat tempo and rhythmic patterns, making it an engaging piece for
guitarists.

Chord Progression

The basic chord progression for "Wild Night" involves the following chords:

-Verse: C-F-C-G
-Chorus: F-G-C-Am-F-G-C

This progression creates the foundation for the song and allows for variations in
strumming patterns.

Key Signature

"Wild Night" is primarily in the key of C major, which is ideal for beginner guitarists.
Understanding the key signature will help players navigate the fretboard with ease.

Learning the "Wild Night" Tab



Now that we have a grasp of the background and structure, let’s dive into the specific
guitar tab for "Wild Night." Below is a simplified version of the main riff and chords used
in the song.

Main Riff

The main riff is essential for capturing the song's essence. Here’s a simplified tab for the
intro:

Chord Progression Tab

The following section outlines the chord progression using tablature notation:
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Strumming Pattern
A common strumming pattern for "Wild Night" is as follows:
- Down, Down-Up, Up-Down-Up

This pattern gives the song its lively feel. Experimenting with dynamics can help in
achieving the right vibe.

Tips for Mastering the Tab

Learning the "Wild Night" tab can be challenging, especially for beginners. Here are some
effective tips to help you master the song:

1. Break It Down

Instead of trying to learn the entire song at once, break it down into manageable sections.
Start with the main riff, then move on to the verses and chorus.



2. Use a Metronome

Practicing with a metronome can help you maintain a steady tempo. Start slow and
gradually increase the speed as you become more comfortable with the chords and
transitions.

3. Listen to the Original

Listening to Van Morrison's original recording of "Wild Night" is invaluable. Pay attention
to the nuances in his playing style, such as dynamics and phrasing.

4. Record Yourself

Recording your practice sessions can provide insight into areas that need improvement. It
allows you to track your progress and make adjustments as necessary.

5. Play Along with Backing Tracks

Using backing tracks can enhance your playing experience. It will help you get a feel for
the song’s rhythm and allow you to practice playing along with other instruments.

The Importance of "Wild Night" in Van Morrison's Career

"Wild Night" is not just a song; it represents a significant moment in Van Morrison's
career. Its success helped to establish him as a leading figure in the music industry, and it
continues to resonate with audiences today.

Influence on Other Artists

Many artists have cited Morrison's work as an influence in their own music. The blend of
rock and soul present in "Wild Night" has inspired countless musicians across various
genres.

Live Performances

Van Morrison often includes "Wild Night" in his live performances, and it is a crowd
favorite. The energy of the song translates beautifully in a live setting, showcasing
Morrison's dynamic stage presence.

Conclusion

In conclusion, mastering the "Wild Night" tab is a rewarding endeavor for any guitarist.
With its infectious rhythm and memorable melody, this song offers a perfect blend of
challenge and enjoyment. By understanding its musical structure, practicing effectively,
and immersing yourself in the song, you can bring the spirit of Van Morrison to life in your
own playing. Whether you’re a beginner or an experienced musician, "Wild Night" remains
a timeless classic that can bring joy to both the player and the audience.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular online resources for finding Van
Morrison's 'Wild Night' tabs?

Popular resources include Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and YouTube tutorials where
musicians often share their interpretations and tabs.

Is 'Wild Night' by Van Morrison suitable for beginner
guitar players?

Yes, 'Wild Night' has relatively simple chord progressions that are suitable for beginner
guitar players, making it a great choice for practice.

What key is 'Wild Night' typically played in?
The song 'Wild Night' is commonly played in the key of E major.

Are there any popular covers of 'Wild Night' that offer
alternative tabs?

Yes, John Mellencamp's cover of 'Wild Night' is quite popular and may have alternative
tabs available that provide a different take on the song.

What are the basic chords used in 'Wild Night'?

The basic chords for 'Wild Night' include E, A, B, and Cm, which form the backbone of the
song.

Can I find a video tutorial for "Wild Night' guitar tabs?

Yes, there are numerous video tutorials available on platforms like YouTube that guide you
through playing 'Wild Night' step by step.

Are there any specific techniques to focus on while
playing "Wild Night' on guitar?

Focus on rhythm and strumming patterns, as well as incorporating some soulful
embellishments to capture the essence of Van Morrison's style.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when playing
‘Wild Night'?

Common mistakes include rushing the tempo and not paying attention to the dynamics of
the song; it's important to maintain a laid-back groove.



How can I improve my playing of 'Wild Night' after
learning the tabs?

Practice regularly, play along with the original track to match the tempo, and consider
experimenting with improvisation to make the performance your own.
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