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Veil: The Secret Wars of the CIA (1981-1987) is a compelling exploration of
the covert operations undertaken by the Central Intelligence Agency during a
particularly tumultuous period in American history. This period, marked by
the Cold War's intensity, saw the CIA engage in a series of clandestine
activities around the globe, attempting to counter perceived threats from
communism and other adversaries. In this article, we will delve into the
context, significant operations, key figures, and the implications of these
secret wars.

Context of the Era

The early 1980s were characterized by heightened geopolitical tensions. The
Soviet Union remained a formidable adversary, and various conflicts across
the globe threatened to escalate. The United States, under President Ronald
Reagan, adopted a more aggressive foreign policy aimed at curtailing Soviet
influence and supporting anti-communist movements.

Key events that framed this context included:

The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, which solidified the U.S.
commitment to supporting Afghan resistance fighters.

The rise of leftist movements in Central America, particularly in
Nicaragua, prompting fears of a communist foothold near U.S. borders.

Increased tensions in the Middle East, particularly following the
Iranian Revolution and the ensuing hostilities.

These dynamics set the stage for a series of clandestine operations that
would define the CIA's activities throughout the 1980s.

Key Operations and Engagements

Between 1981 and 1987, the CIA was deeply involved in several notable
operations:



1. The Soviet-Afghan War

One of the most significant engagements during this period was the CIA's
involvement in the Soviet-Afghan War. The agency's support for the Mujahideen
fighters was part of a broader strategy to bleed the Soviet military and
undermine its influence in the region.

The CIA's strategy included:

Providing weapons, including sophisticated anti-aircraft missiles1.
(Stinger missiles), to Afghan resistance fighters.

Training Mujahideen in guerilla warfare tactics, enabling them to2.
effectively combat Soviet forces.

Using intelligence to coordinate attacks and disrupt Soviet supply3.
lines.

This operation not only aimed to defeat Soviet forces but also helped to
foster future extremist groups, including the Taliban, who emerged from the
chaos of the war.

2. Operation Condor

While often associated with earlier years, Operation Condor's implications
continued into the 1980s. This was a campaign of political repression and
state terrorism involving intelligence operations among South American
countries. The CIA played a role in facilitating this operation, which
targeted leftist movements.

Key aspects included:

Collaboration with military governments in Argentina, Chile, and Uruguay
to track down and eliminate dissidents.

Utilizing intelligence sharing to coordinate efforts across borders,
leading to a systematic approach to political repression.

Supporting training programs for Latin American military forces to
enhance counterinsurgency tactics.

The ethical implications of Operation Condor remain a contentious issue, as
many innocent lives were lost in the name of combating communism.



3. The Nicaraguan Contra Affair

Perhaps one of the most controversial operations during this period was the
CIA’s support for the Contras in Nicaragua. The Contras were a rebel group
fighting against the Sandinista government, which had ties to the Soviet
Union.

Key elements of this operation included:

Funding and training the Contras to carry out sabotage and guerrilla1.
warfare against Sandinista forces.

Covertly supplying arms and resources, often through dubious channels,2.
including the Iran-Contra scandal which revealed the illegal nature of
some funding sources.

Engaging in propaganda efforts to sway public opinion in favor of the3.
Contras while denouncing the Sandinista regime.

The Iran-Contra scandal, which emerged in the mid-1980s, highlighted the
controversial methods employed by the CIA and led to significant political
fallout in the United States.

4. Operations in Lebanon

The Lebanese Civil War presented another complex challenge for the CIA. The
agency was involved in various covert operations aimed at stabilizing the
region and countering Syrian influence.

Key activities included:

Gathering intelligence on various factions involved in the civil war,
including Hezbollah and Palestinian groups.

Facilitating arms deals to certain factions deemed favorable to U.S.
interests.

Engaging in diplomatic efforts to negotiate peace, although these were
often undermined by ongoing violence.

The complexities of the Lebanese theater underscored the difficulties of
engaging in covert operations in a region rife with competing interests.



Key Figures

The period from 1981 to 1987 saw several influential figures in the CIA and
U.S. government who shaped the agency's operations:

1. William Casey

As Director of Central Intelligence from 1981 to 1987, William Casey played a
pivotal role in expanding the CIA’s covert operations. Known for his strong
anti-communist stance, Casey was instrumental in orchestrating support for
the Contras and the Mujahideen.

2. Oliver North

A Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Marine Corps, Oliver North became a central
figure in the Iran-Contra scandal. His involvement in facilitating arms sales
to Iran and rerouting funds to the Contras exemplified the controversial
measures taken during this time.

3. Robert Gates

Serving as Deputy Director of the CIA during much of this period, Robert
Gates was involved in many key decisions regarding covert operations. He
later became the Director of the CIA and was involved in the agency's efforts
to reform and adapt in the post-Cold War era.

Implications and Consequences

The operations undertaken by the CIA between 1981 and 1987 had lasting
repercussions both domestically and internationally.

Geopolitical Impact: The CIA's actions contributed to the
destabilization of various regions, with some operations leading to the
rise of extremist groups.

Domestic Backlash: The revelations of the Iran-Contra affair and other
covert operations led to public outcry and a loss of faith in the
government.

Policy Revisions: In the aftermath, there were calls for greater
oversight of covert operations, leading to reforms in how intelligence



agencies operate.

In conclusion, Veil: The Secret Wars of the CIA (1981-1987) provides a
critical lens through which to understand the complexities and consequences
of covert operations during a pivotal era in American history. The CIA's
actions during this time not only shaped international relations but also had
profound implications for U.S. domestic policy and public trust in government
institutions. As we reflect on these operations, it is essential to consider
the ethical dilemmas and the long-term effects they have had on the global
landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Veil: The Secret Wars of the CIA 1981-1987'
about?
'Veil: The Secret Wars of the CIA 1981-1987' is a book by Bob Woodward that
explores covert operations and strategic decisions made by the CIA during the
Reagan administration, focusing on significant events such as the Iran-Contra
affair.

Who is the author of 'Veil: The Secret Wars of the
CIA 1981-1987'?
The book is authored by Bob Woodward, a renowned investigative journalist
known for his work on exposing governmental misconduct.

What significant events are covered in the book?
The book covers several key events, including the Iran-Contra scandal, the
U.S. involvement in Afghanistan against the Soviet Union, and the CIA's
operations in Central America.

How did Bob Woodward obtain the information
presented in 'Veil'?
Bob Woodward utilized his investigative journalism skills, including
interviews with key officials, access to classified documents, and other
sources to provide an in-depth look at CIA operations.

What impact did 'Veil' have on public perception of
the CIA?
'Veil' contributed to a more critical view of the CIA's covert operations,



highlighting ethical concerns and the consequences of secretive government
actions during the 1980s.

What themes are prevalent in 'Veil: The Secret Wars
of the CIA'?
Prominent themes include secrecy, power dynamics within the U.S. government,
the moral implications of covert operations, and the complexities of foreign
policy during the Cold War.

How does 'Veil' address the controversy surrounding
the Iran-Contra affair?
'Veil' delves into the clandestine dealings of the Reagan administration,
detailing the arms sales to Iran and the diversion of funds to Contra rebels,
highlighting the political implications and legal ramifications.

Why is 'Veil: The Secret Wars of the CIA' considered
a significant historical account?
It is considered significant because it provides an insider's perspective on
pivotal moments in U.S. history, revealing the complexities of intelligence
operations and their implications for national security and foreign policy.
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