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virgil cole and everett hitch series is a captivating Western novel series
written by acclaimed author Robert B. Parker. This series focuses on the
adventures and partnership of two compelling protagonists, Virgil Cole and
Everett Hitch, in the rugged American frontier. Known for its intricate
storytelling, rich character development, and vivid depiction of the Old
West, the series has garnered significant attention among fans of Western
fiction. This article explores the origins, characters, themes, and impact of
the virgil cole and everett hitch series, providing a comprehensive overview
for new readers and longtime fans alike. Additionally, the discussion
includes the narrative style, critical reception, and the cultural
significance of the series in contemporary Western literature.
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Overview of the Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch
Series

The virgil cole and everett hitch series is a set of Western novels that
chronicle the exploits of two gunmen navigating the challenges of law, order,
and survival in the American frontier. Written by Robert B. Parker, the
series blends classic Western motifs with modern storytelling techniques. Set
primarily in the late 19th century, the books capture the tension between
civilization and the lawlessness of the Wild West. Through the lens of these
two protagonists, the series explores themes of loyalty, justice, and
friendship.

Background and Setting

The series is set against the backdrop of the American West during a time of
expansion and conflict. The setting plays a crucial role in shaping the
narrative, offering a gritty, realistic portrayal of frontier towns, outlaws,
and the complexities of frontier justice. The towns and landscapes evoke a
vivid sense of place, immersing readers in the harsh but captivating world
inhabited by Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch.



Author’s Contribution to the Western Genre

Robert B. Parker, known for his influential crime fiction, brought a fresh
perspective to the Western genre with this series. His background in crafting
tight, suspenseful plots and strong characterizations contributed to the
series’ critical acclaim. Through the virgil cole and everett hitch series,
Parker revitalized interest in Western novels by combining traditional genre
elements with his distinctive writing style.

Main Characters and Character Development

The strength of the virgil cole and everett hitch series lies in its well-
developed central characters. Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch are not only
partners in their adventures but also embody contrasting yet complementary
traits that drive the narrative forward. Their complex personalities and
evolving relationship offer depth beyond typical Western archetypes.

Virgil Cole: The Resolute Leader

Virgil Cole is portrayed as a formidable, principled man with a strong sense
of justice and unwavering determination. He often assumes the role of the
leader, exhibiting courage and strategic thinking in dangerous situations.
Cole’s character reflects the archetype of the stoic, no-nonsense lawman, yet
he displays moments of vulnerability that humanize him throughout the series.

Everett Hitch: The Loyal Companion

Everett Hitch serves as Virgil Cole’s trusted partner and friend. His
character is characterized by loyalty, pragmatism, and a calm demeanor.
Hitch’s role complements Cole’s intensity, providing balance and perspective.
The dynamic between the two highlights themes of friendship, trust, and
mutual respect, which are central to the series’ emotional core.

Supporting Characters

Aside from the protagonists, the series features a range of supporting
characters that enrich the narrative. These characters include townsfolk,
outlaws, and law enforcement officials, each adding complexity and realism to
the story. Their interactions with Cole and Hitch often drive the plot and
underscore the social and moral challenges of the time.

Plot and Themes Explored in the Series

The virgil cole and everett hitch series presents compelling storylines that
blend action, suspense, and moral dilemmas. The narratives often center on
confrontations with outlaws, struggles for justice, and the personal growth
of the protagonists amid adversity. The series is notable for its exploration
of deeper themes beneath the surface of traditional Western plots.



Key Plot Elements

Typical plotlines involve the protagonists taking on roles as lawmen, bounty
hunters, or vigilantes, confronting corruption and violence in frontier
towns. The stories balance intense gunfights and action sequences with
moments of introspection and dialogue, highlighting the psychological and
ethical dimensions of life in the West.

Themes of Justice and Morality

Justice is a recurring theme, often depicted as a nuanced concept rather than
a black-and-white ideal. The series probes the moral complexities faced by
those enforcing the law in a lawless environment. Questions of right and
wrong, revenge, and redemption are woven throughout the narrative, inviting
readers to engage with the characters’ ethical struggles.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bond between Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch is at the heart of the series.
Their friendship exemplifies trust and loyalty in a harsh world, serving as
an emotional anchor for the readers. This relationship adds depth to the
action-driven plots and underscores the human element amidst the violence and
lawlessness.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Robert B. Parker’s writing style in the virgil cole and everett hitch series
is marked by concise prose, sharp dialogue, and a focus on pacing. His
narrative techniques contribute to an engaging reading experience that
balances suspense with character development.

Concise and Direct Prose

The writing is characterized by clear and economical language that conveys
vivid imagery without unnecessary embellishment. This style suits the Western
genre well, reflecting the straightforward and rugged nature of the setting
and characters.

Use of Dialogue

Dialogue plays a significant role in revealing character traits and advancing
the plot. Parker’s skillful use of realistic and often terse exchanges
enhances the authenticity of the interactions between Virgil Cole, Everett
Hitch, and other characters.

Perspective and Pacing

The narrative often employs a third-person limited perspective, focusing
primarily on the viewpoints of the central characters. This approach allows
readers to engage closely with their motivations and experiences. The pacing



balances action-packed sequences with quieter moments of reflection,
maintaining reader interest throughout the series.

Reception and Impact on Western Genre

The virgil cole and everett hitch series has been well-received by both
critics and readers, praised for revitalizing Western fiction with its modern
sensibilities and complex characters. The series has contributed to a renewed
interest in Western narratives that go beyond cliché portrayals.

Critical Acclaim

Critics have highlighted the series for its strong characterizations,
engaging plots, and effective blending of traditional Western themes with
contemporary storytelling. The nuanced portrayal of justice and friendship
has been particularly noted as elevating the series within the genre.

Influence on Contemporary Western Literature

The success of the virgil cole and everett hitch series has inspired other
authors to explore similar themes and character dynamics. Its impact is seen
in the growing number of Western novels that emphasize psychological depth
and moral complexity over mere action and adventure.

Audience Appeal

The series appeals to a broad audience, including longtime Western
enthusiasts and new readers attracted by the character-driven narratives. Its
blend of suspense, action, and emotional resonance ensures enduring
popularity.

Books in the Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch
Series

The virgil cole and everett hitch series consists of multiple novels that
follow the protagonists through various adventures and challenges. Each book
builds upon the previous, developing the characters and expanding the series’
thematic scope.

List of Novels

Appaloosa – The inaugural book that introduces Virgil Cole and Everett
Hitch as they arrive in the town of Appaloosa to restore order.

Resolution – The sequel that continues the story with new conflicts and
deeper exploration of the protagonists’ partnership.

Brimstone – Further adventures that delve into complex moral questions



and the harsh realities of frontier justice.

Blue-Eyed Devil – Explores new territory and challenges, highlighting
the evolving relationship between Cole and Hitch.

Adaptations and Legacy

The popularity of the series led to adaptations, including a notable film
version of Appaloosa, which brought the characters to a wider audience. The
legacy of the series endures through its influence on contemporary Western
storytelling and continued readership.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch in the book
series?

Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch are the two main protagonists in the Western
novel series by Robert B. Parker, known for their partnership as gunslingers
and bounty hunters in the American Old West.

How many books are there in the Virgil Cole and
Everett Hitch series?

There are four books in the Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch series:
'Appaloosa', 'Resolution', 'Brimstone', and 'Blue-Eyed Devil'.

What is the primary setting for the Virgil Cole and
Everett Hitch series?

The series is primarily set in the American Old West, with much of the action
taking place in the fictional town of Appaloosa, New Mexico.

What genre does the Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch
series belong to?

The series is categorized as Western fiction, blending elements of adventure,
crime, and mystery within a historical Old West backdrop.

Are the Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch books based on
true stories?

No, the books are fictional, created by author Robert B. Parker, although
they incorporate realistic portrayals of the Old West and its culture.

Has the Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch series been



adapted into any films or TV shows?

Yes, the first book 'Appaloosa' was adapted into a 2008 film starring Ed
Harris as Virgil Cole and Viggo Mortensen as Everett Hitch.

What themes are explored in the Virgil Cole and
Everett Hitch series?

The series explores themes such as loyalty, justice, friendship, morality,
and the challenges of law enforcement in a lawless frontier environment.

Additional Resources
1. The Dark Angel
This is the first book in the Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch series by Loren
D. Estleman. Set in the Old West, it follows the story of Virgil Cole, a
tough and principled lawman, and his loyal partner Everett Hitch. Together,
they bring justice to a lawless town while facing personal and moral
challenges. The novel combines action, mystery, and complex character
development.

2. Town in Darkness
The second installment in the series, "Town in Darkness" continues the
adventures of Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch as they take on new challenges in
a different frontier town. The story explores themes of loyalty, honor, and
the harsh realities of frontier justice. The dynamic between the two
protagonists deepens as they confront both external threats and internal
conflicts.

3. Blue-Eyed Devil
In this third volume, the partnership of Cole and Hitch is tested as they
encounter a dangerous adversary with a mysterious past. The novel delves into
the complexities of friendship and the cost of violence. Richly atmospheric,
it paints a vivid picture of the untamed West and the moral ambiguities faced
by its inhabitants.

4. White Horse, Black Hat
This book focuses on the legendary figures of the Old West, blending
historical facts with fiction. Cole and Hitch navigate a world where myth and
reality collide, dealing with notorious outlaws and shifting allegiances. The
narrative is fast-paced and filled with suspense, highlighting the duo's
resilience and tactical acumen.

5. Dead Man’s Walk
Although not directly part of the Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch series, this
prequel by Larry McMurtry sets the tone for many Western tales by portraying
the dangers of early frontier exploration. It follows a young Texas Ranger on
a perilous journey, capturing the unforgiving landscape and the birth of
Western mythology. Fans of Estleman’s work will appreciate its gritty realism
and sense of adventure.

6. Appaloosa
Written by Robert B. Parker, this novel shares thematic similarities with the
Cole and Hitch series, focusing on two men hired to bring order to a lawless
town. The relationship between the protagonists and their code of honor
echoes that of Cole and Hitch. It's a compelling Western about friendship,
justice, and survival.



7. Streets of Laredo
A sequel to "Lonesome Dove" by Larry McMurtry, this novel explores the later
years of a Texas Ranger as he hunts a notorious outlaw. The story captures
the fading era of the Old West with rich characterizations and moral
complexity, akin to the depth found in the Virgil Cole and Everett Hitch
series.

8. The Sisters Brothers
Patrick deWitt’s darkly comic Western follows two assassin brothers during
the California Gold Rush. While tonally different, it shares the genre’s
exploration of violence, loyalty, and survival. Readers interested in nuanced
Westerns with strong character dynamics will find this novel engaging.

9. Blood Meridian
Cormac McCarthy’s classic Western is a brutal and poetic meditation on
violence and the American frontier. Though more intense and philosophical
than Estleman’s series, it complements the themes of law, chaos, and morality
in the Old West. Its vivid prose and haunting imagery make it a must-read for
fans of Western literature.
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