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virginia colonial abstracts volume 20 northumbria collectanea 1645 1720 m to
z is an essential resource for historians, genealogists, and researchers
interested in early American colonial history, particularly relating to
Virginia and the Northumbria region during the mid-17th to early 18th
centuries. This volume compiles abstracts from original documents spanning
1645 to 1720, focusing on entries from M to Z, thus providing a detailed view
of legal, social, and economic conditions of the era. The collection is part
of the Northumbria Collectanea series, which meticulously gathers and
preserves colonial records that might otherwise be difficult to access. Users
of this volume gain insight into land transactions, court proceedings, wills,
and other significant documents that shape our understanding of colonial
life. This article explores the contents, historical context, and research
applications of the virginia colonial abstracts volume 20 northumbria
collectanea 1645 1720 m to z, highlighting its value for academic and
genealogical pursuits. The following sections will delve into the background
of the Northumbria Collectanea, the nature of colonial abstracts, and the
specific coverage of volume 20.
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Background of the Northumbria Collectanea
The Northumbria Collectanea is a distinguished series dedicated to preserving
and publishing primary source materials related to the colonial history of
Virginia and adjacent regions. Originating from a scholarly initiative to
safeguard fragile historical documents, the collection offers researchers a
curated and accessible format of records that span several decades. These
documents encompass a broad spectrum of colonial life, including legal
records, correspondence, land grants, and other official papers. The series
draws its name from the historic Northumbria region, reflecting the English
roots of many colonial settlers and the transatlantic connections that



influenced early American development. Volume 20, in particular, highlights
the period from 1645 to 1720, a critical era marked by colonial expansion,
conflicts, and governance evolution.

Historical Context of the Collectanea Series
The Northumbria Collectanea was developed during the 20th century as a
scholarly response to the increasing need for organized colonial records. By
assembling abstracts and transcriptions from original manuscripts, the series
ensures the preservation of vital historical data that might otherwise be
lost due to deterioration or inaccessibility. The series has become a
cornerstone for colonial studies, providing a comprehensive framework to
understand the socio-political dynamics of early Virginia and its neighboring
territories.

Importance for Genealogical and Academic Research
Researchers engaged in genealogy and colonial history benefit immensely from
the Northumbria Collectanea. The abstracts offer concise yet detailed
summaries of original documents, including names, dates, places, and legal
transactions, which are indispensable for tracing lineage and understanding
family histories. Furthermore, academic historians utilize these records to
analyze patterns of settlement, legal systems, and cultural interactions
during the colonial period.

Understanding Colonial Abstracts in Virginia
History
Colonial abstracts are condensed summaries of original colonial documents
that distill essential information such as parties involved, document types,
dates, and relevant content. In the context of Virginia history, these
abstracts provide a window into the administrative and societal frameworks of
the colony from its founding through the early 18th century. The use of
abstracts enables efficient research without the necessity of consulting
often fragile original manuscripts.

Types of Documents Included in Colonial Abstracts
The colonial abstracts found in virginia colonial abstracts volume 20
northumbria collectanea 1645 1720 m to z encompass various document types,
including but not limited to:

Land grants and deeds

Wills and probate records



Court proceedings and legal judgments

Tax records and censuses

Official correspondence and proclamations

These records collectively illustrate the economic transactions, governance,
and social relations of colonial Virginians during this period.

The Role of Abstracts in Colonial Legal and Social
History
Abstracts facilitate the study of colonial law, property rights, and social
hierarchies by summarizing key legal documents. They allow researchers to
track ownership changes, disputes, and societal roles. The summaries are
especially valuable for understanding the roles of individuals and families,
migration patterns, and the development of colonial institutions.

Scope and Content of Volume 20: M to Z
Volume 20 of the virginia colonial abstracts northumbria collectanea series
specifically covers entries from the letters M through Z, spanning the years
1645 to 1720. This volume includes an extensive range of abstracts that
reflect the latter half of the 17th century and the opening decades of the
18th century, a transformative epoch in Virginia’s colonial history. It
captures the names of prominent and lesser-known colonists, their legal
dealings, and social activities documented in official records.

Alphabetical Range and Its Significance
The alphabetical span from M to Z ensures comprehensive coverage of
individuals, families, and entities whose names fall within this range. This
systematic organization aids researchers in locating abstracts related to
specific surnames or places with greater efficiency. The volume serves as a
continuation of previous volumes that covered earlier letters, completing the
archival sequence for the period.

Key Document Highlights in Volume 20
Among the notable documents included in volume 20 are:

Land transactions involving significant plantations and estates

Probate records revealing family structures and inheritance practices



Court cases illustrating legal disputes and colonial governance

Official petitions and correspondence indicating political and social
issues

These abstracts collectively contribute to a nuanced understanding of
colonial life from M to Z surnames and beyond.

Research Applications and Historical
Significance
The virginia colonial abstracts volume 20 northumbria collectanea 1645 1720 m
to z is an indispensable tool for various research disciplines. Its detailed
abstracts provide a foundation for genealogical research, allowing
descendants and historians to trace family histories and migration patterns.
Additionally, the volume supports legal historians in analyzing colonial law
and property rights, as well as social historians studying demographics and
community structures.

Genealogical Research Benefits
Genealogists utilize this volume to uncover vital information about
ancestors, including land ownership, familial relations, and civic
engagement. The abstracts offer verified data points that help establish
timelines and connections across generations.

Contributions to Colonial American Studies
Academics and scholars benefit from the depth of information in volume 20 by
integrating it into broader studies of colonial governance, economic
development, and cultural exchange. The abstracts reveal patterns of
settlement, conflict, and cooperation that shaped early Virginia society.

Methodology and Compilation Process
The compilation of virginia colonial abstracts volume 20 northumbria
collectanea 1645 1720 m to z involved meticulous examination of original
colonial documents housed in archives, libraries, and private collections.
Expert historians and archivists transcribed and summarized the contents to
create accurate abstracts that preserve the original meaning and context.



Process of Abstracting Colonial Records
Each document was carefully reviewed to extract essential information such as
names, dates, locations, and legal or social content. The abstracts were then
organized alphabetically and chronologically to facilitate easy access. This
method ensures that researchers can quickly identify relevant records without
sifting through voluminous original manuscripts.

Challenges in Document Preservation and Abstracting
Many original documents from the colonial era are fragile, incomplete, or
difficult to decipher due to archaic handwriting and language. The
compilation team employed paleographic expertise and cross-referencing
techniques to ensure accuracy. Preservation efforts continue to maintain the
integrity of these important historical sources.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Virginia Colonial Abstracts Volume 20
Northumbria Collectanea 1645-1720 M to Z' about?
It is a historical reference book that compiles abstracts of colonial
Virginia records from 1645 to 1720, specifically focusing on entries from the
Northumbria Collectanea covering names and topics from M to Z.

Who would benefit most from using 'Virginia Colonial
Abstracts Volume 20 Northumbria Collectanea
1645-1720 M to Z'?
Genealogists, historians, and researchers interested in colonial Virginia
history and genealogy would find this volume particularly useful for tracing
ancestors and understanding historical contexts.

What type of records are included in the Northumbria
Collectanea within this volume?
The volume includes abstracts of various colonial records such as land deeds,
wills, court records, and other legal documents from the Northumbria region
during 1645-1720.

How does Volume 20 differ from other volumes in the
Virginia Colonial Abstracts series?
Volume 20 specifically covers the Northumbria Collectanea and focuses on



entries from M to Z, whereas other volumes cover different regions, time
periods, or alphabetical ranges of colonial Virginia records.

Where can one access or purchase 'Virginia Colonial
Abstracts Volume 20 Northumbria Collectanea
1645-1720 M to Z'?
This volume can typically be found through specialized historical and
genealogical bookstores, online retailers such as Amazon, or through
genealogy societies and libraries that hold colonial Virginia collections.

Additional Resources
1. Virginia Colonial Records: A Comprehensive Guide to Early Settlements
This book provides an extensive overview of Virginia’s colonial era, focusing
on the early settlements and governance structures. It compiles original
documents, letters, and legal records that shed light on the social,
economic, and political life between 1607 and 1750. Researchers will find
detailed abstracts and transcriptions that complement the Virginia Colonial
Abstracts series.

2. Northumbria Collectanea: Documents from 1645 to 1720
A valuable resource for historians, this volume gathers a wide array of
legal, ecclesiastical, and property documents from Northumbria during the
mid-17th to early 18th century. It highlights the interconnectedness of local
governance and colonial enterprises, including ties to regions like Virginia.
The collection aids in understanding migration patterns and administrative
practices of the time.

3. Colonial Virginia: Land Grants and Property Records, Volume 20
Focusing on land grants and property transactions, this book covers the
period from 1645 to 1720 in Virginia’s colonial settlements. It includes
abstracts of deeds, wills, and court records, particularly emphasizing names
starting with M to Z. This volume is essential for genealogists and
historians tracing land ownership and family histories.

4. The Northumbrian Influence on Early American Colonies
This work explores the cultural and administrative influences of Northumbrian
settlers and officials on early American colonies, especially Virginia.
Drawing from documents like those found in Northumbria Collectanea, it
examines migration, trade, and governance links from 1645 to 1720. It offers
insights into the transatlantic connections that shaped colonial development.

5. Virginia Colonial Abstracts: Volume 20, M-Z
A detailed compilation of abstracts focusing on records from the latter half
of the 17th century into the early 18th, this volume concentrates on surnames
from M to Z. It includes court proceedings, land grants, and tax records,
providing a rich dataset for researchers interested in the demographic and



legal history of colonial Virginia. The abstracts are meticulously
transcribed and indexed.

6. Genealogical Records of Colonial Virginia and Northumbria, 1645–1720
This book merges genealogical data from both Virginia and Northumbria,
illuminating family connections across the Atlantic. It uses primary sources
such as wills, marriage records, and land deeds to reconstruct family
lineages spanning from mid-17th century England to early America. It is an
indispensable tool for tracing ancestry and understanding migration patterns.

7. Legal Practices in Colonial Virginia: 1645–1720
Detailing the evolution of legal systems in colonial Virginia, this book
draws on court records and legal abstracts, including those from Volume 20 of
the Virginia Colonial Abstracts. It explains the procedural norms, types of
cases, and role of local courts during this formative period. Legal
historians will appreciate its contextual analysis of colonial jurisprudence.

8. Northumbria and the Atlantic World: 1645–1720
This volume examines the role of Northumbria in the broader Atlantic trade
and colonial expansion between 1645 and 1720. It includes documents showing
economic, religious, and political exchanges with colonies like Virginia. The
book provides a transregional perspective on colonial history, highlighting
how Northumbrian networks influenced early American development.

9. Transatlantic Migrations: From Northumbria to Colonial Virginia
Focusing on migration patterns, this book traces individuals and families
moving from Northumbria to Virginia during the late 17th and early 18th
centuries. Utilizing passenger lists, land records, and wills, it paints a
vivid picture of the challenges and opportunities faced by early settlers.
The work offers valuable context for understanding population movements
documented in colonial abstracts.
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