
viva la causa film questions and
answers

viva la causa film questions and answers provide an essential resource for
understanding the historical and cultural significance of the documentary
film "Viva La Causa." This film explores the struggles and triumphs of the
United Farm Workers movement, led by iconic figures such as César Chávez and
Dolores Huerta. The questions and answers related to the film help viewers
grasp the complex social, political, and economic issues that influenced the
labor rights movement for farmworkers in the United States. This article
delves into key aspects of the film, offering detailed explanations and
insights that enhance comprehension and facilitate meaningful discussions. By
analyzing characters, themes, and historical context, this guide serves as a
comprehensive tool for educators, students, and anyone interested in labor
history and civil rights. The following sections will cover the film’s
background, major themes, significant characters, and frequently asked
questions with thorough answers.
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Major Themes Explored in the Film

Key Figures and Their Roles

Common Viva La Causa Film Questions and Detailed Answers

Impact and Legacy of the United Farm Workers Movement

Background and Historical Context of Viva La
Causa

The film "Viva La Causa" documents the origins and development of the United
Farm Workers (UFW) movement during the 1960s and 1970s. It focuses on the
efforts to improve working conditions, wages, and rights for farmworkers,
many of whom were Mexican American and Filipino laborers. The film provides
historical context about the challenges faced by agricultural workers,
including exploitation, poor labor conditions, and lack of legal protections.
Understanding the socio-political environment of the time is crucial to
comprehending the significance of the movement portrayed in the documentary.
The film highlights the grassroots organization efforts and nonviolent
protests that shaped this pivotal chapter in American labor history.

Origins of the United Farm Workers Movement

The United Farm Workers movement emerged from the merging of two separate
organizations: the Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee (AWOC), largely
composed of Filipino farmworkers, and the National Farm Workers Association
(NFWA), led by César Chávez. The collaboration between these groups laid the



foundation for a united front against unjust labor practices. The film traces
how these early efforts culminated in large-scale strikes, boycotts, and
community organizing campaigns that brought national attention to
farmworkers’ plight.

Socioeconomic Conditions of Farmworkers

Prior to the movement, farmworkers endured harsh working conditions marked by
low pay, long hours, exposure to harmful pesticides, and inadequate housing.
The film emphasizes these conditions to illustrate why the cause resonated
deeply with laborers and advocates alike. It also touches on issues of racial
discrimination and segregation in rural areas, which compounded the
difficulties faced by farmworkers and fueled their resolve to seek justice.

Major Themes Explored in the Film

"Viva La Causa" explores several critical themes that underline the narrative
of the farmworkers’ struggle. These themes provide a framework for
understanding the motivations, challenges, and achievements of the movement.
By examining these themes, viewers gain insight into broader social justice
issues and the power of collective action.

Nonviolent Resistance and Civil Rights

One of the central themes of the film is the use of nonviolent resistance as
a strategy for social change. Inspired by figures like Martin Luther King Jr.
and Mahatma Gandhi, the farmworkers adopted peaceful protests, marches, and
boycotts to raise awareness and pressure employers and policymakers. The film
underscores how this approach was instrumental in achieving legislative and
societal shifts, despite facing violent opposition from some growers and law
enforcement.

Empowerment Through Community Organizing

The film highlights the importance of community solidarity and grassroots
organizing in empowering marginalized workers. It showcases how farmworkers,
often isolated and disenfranchised, united to form strong networks of
support. This collective empowerment was crucial for sustaining long-term
campaigns and achieving tangible victories in labor rights.

Intersectionality of Labor and Ethnic Identity

"Viva La Causa" also addresses the intersection of labor struggles with
ethnic and cultural identity. The movement was deeply rooted in Mexican
American and Filipino American communities, reflecting their shared
experiences of discrimination and resilience. The film explores how cultural



pride and identity played a role in mobilizing support and fostering unity
among diverse groups of workers.

Key Figures and Their Roles

The film features several influential leaders and activists who played
pivotal roles in the United Farm Workers movement. Understanding their
contributions helps clarify the dynamics and achievements of the struggle
depicted in "Viva La Causa."

César Chávez

César Chávez is the central figure in the film, depicted as a dedicated and
charismatic leader committed to securing justice for farmworkers. His
leadership in organizing strikes, negotiating contracts, and implementing
boycotts is portrayed in detail. The film also illustrates his philosophy of
nonviolence and his ability to inspire widespread support for the cause.

Dolores Huerta

Dolores Huerta, co-founder of the United Farm Workers, is highlighted for her
critical role in organizing workers, advocating for women’s rights within the
movement, and shaping its political strategy. The film acknowledges her as a
powerful voice for labor rights and social justice, instrumental in many of
the movement’s successes.

Philip Vera Cruz

Philip Vera Cruz, a Filipino labor leader, is featured for his leadership in
the Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee and his collaboration with
Chávez and Huerta. His efforts helped bridge racial and ethnic divides within
the movement and strengthen its collective power.

Common Viva La Causa Film Questions and
Detailed Answers

Below are frequently asked questions about the film "Viva La Causa," along
with comprehensive answers that address key points and deepen understanding
of the documentary's content.

What is the main message of the film "Viva La Causa"?1.

The primary message centers on the power of unity and nonviolent
activism in achieving social justice. The film emphasizes the importance
of standing up against exploitation and discrimination to secure fair



labor rights for farmworkers.

How did the farmworkers organize themselves to fight for their rights?2.

Farmworkers organized through local committees, unions, and alliances
between different ethnic groups. They used strikes, boycotts, and public
demonstrations to demand better wages and working conditions.

Why was nonviolence a strategic choice for the movement?3.

Nonviolence helped gain public sympathy and moral authority, making it
difficult for opponents to justify violent repression. It also aligned
the movement with broader civil rights efforts, increasing its
effectiveness.

What role did women play in the United Farm Workers movement?4.

Women like Dolores Huerta played leadership roles in organizing,
negotiating, and advocating for workers’ rights, highlighting gender
equality within the labor movement and community activism.

What were some challenges faced by the UFW during the movement?5.

The UFW faced opposition from growers, legal obstacles, racial tensions,
and internal disagreements. The film details how these challenges were
met with persistence and strategic planning.

How did the film "Viva La Causa" contribute to public understanding of6.
labor history?

The film educates viewers about the farmworkers’ struggle, bringing
attention to a lesser-known but critical part of American labor history.
It also inspires reflection on ongoing labor and civil rights issues.

Impact and Legacy of the United Farm Workers
Movement

The United Farm Workers movement, as portrayed in "Viva La Causa," left a
lasting impact on labor rights, civil rights, and social justice in the
United States. The movement achieved significant legal and social gains that
improved the lives of countless agricultural workers and set precedents for
future labor activism.

Legislative and Policy Changes

The UFW's efforts contributed to the passage of laws that improved labor
conditions, such as collective bargaining rights for farmworkers and
regulations on pesticide use. These legal advancements were milestones in



protecting vulnerable workers and enhancing workplace standards.

Social Awareness and Cultural Influence

The movement raised national awareness about the exploitation of farmworkers
and influenced popular culture, education, and political discourse. The film
itself is part of this legacy, serving as an educational tool that preserves
the history and lessons of the struggle.

Continued Relevance

The themes of "Viva La Causa" remain relevant today as farmworkers and other
labor groups continue to face challenges. The film encourages ongoing
advocacy and highlights the importance of solidarity in addressing social
inequalities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the film 'Viva La Causa'?

The main theme of 'Viva La Causa' is the struggle of farmworkers for better
working conditions and labor rights, focusing on the efforts of leaders like
Cesar Chavez.

Who are the central figures portrayed in 'Viva La
Causa'?

The film centers around Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta, key leaders in the
United Farm Workers movement.

What historical events does 'Viva La Causa' depict?

'Viva La Causa' depicts the farmworker strikes, boycotts, and labor
organizing during the 1960s and 1970s in the United States.

How does 'Viva La Causa' illustrate the impact of
nonviolent protest?

The film shows how Cesar Chavez and his followers used nonviolent tactics
such as boycotts and marches to bring national attention to farmworker
issues.

What role does Dolores Huerta play in the film?

Dolores Huerta is portrayed as a passionate labor leader and co-founder of
the United Farm Workers, working alongside Cesar Chavez to improve
farmworkers' rights.



Why is the title 'Viva La Causa' significant?

The title 'Viva La Causa' translates to 'Long Live the Cause,' symbolizing
the enduring fight for justice and dignity for farmworkers.

What challenges do the farmworkers face in 'Viva La
Causa'?

Farmworkers face exploitation, poor wages, unsafe working conditions, and
lack of legal protections, which the film highlights to emphasize their
struggle.

How does 'Viva La Causa' contribute to understanding
Latino history in the U.S.?

The film educates viewers on the significant role Latino farmworkers played
in labor rights movements and their fight for social justice in America.

What lessons can viewers learn from 'Viva La Causa'?

Viewers learn about the power of solidarity, nonviolent activism, and
perseverance in achieving social change through the story of the United Farm
Workers.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Viva La Causa: A Study Guide
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the film "Viva La Causa,"
offering detailed questions and answers that help readers grasp the
historical context and key themes. It is designed as a companion for students
and educators to deepen their understanding of the United Farm Workers
movement. The guide also includes discussion prompts to encourage critical
thinking about social justice and activism.

2. Viva La Causa: Exploring the Chicano Movement Through Film
Focused on the depiction of the Chicano movement in "Viva La Causa," this
book analyzes the film’s portrayal of labor struggles and civil rights. It
presents thoughtful questions and answers that highlight the significance of
the United Farm Workers and their leader, Cesar Chavez. Readers will gain
insights into the cultural and political impact of the movement.

3. Teaching Viva La Causa: Classroom Questions and Activities
A resource for teachers, this book offers practical questions and activities
related to the film "Viva La Causa." It provides strategies for engaging
students with the film’s content, encouraging dialogue about labor rights and
social change. The book also includes assessments to evaluate student
comprehension and reflection.

4. Viva La Causa Film Guide: Questions, Answers, and Historical Context
This guide delves into the historical events depicted in "Viva La Causa,"
pairing key moments in the film with targeted questions and answers. It helps
readers connect the film’s narrative to real-life labor struggles in American
history. The book also includes timelines and biographies to enrich
understanding.



5. Analyzing Viva La Causa: Critical Questions and Discussion
Designed for advanced students and scholars, this book provides in-depth
questions and answers that challenge readers to critically analyze the film’s
themes and cinematic techniques. It explores issues of leadership, grassroots
activism, and media representation within the context of the United Farm
Workers movement.

6. Viva La Causa: A Historical and Educational Companion
This companion book offers a blend of historical background and educational
questions related to the film "Viva La Causa." It is ideal for readers
seeking to understand both the story and its broader social implications. The
guide includes primary sources and suggested further readings.

7. Social Justice in Viva La Causa: Questions and Answers for Students
Focusing on themes of social justice, this book presents a series of
questions and answers that encourage students to reflect on the struggles
shown in "Viva La Causa." It helps learners make connections between the
film’s events and contemporary issues in labor rights and equality.

8. Viva La Causa Study Questions: Engaging with the United Farm Workers
Movement
This study guide centers on the United Farm Workers movement as depicted in
the film, providing insightful questions and clear answers to facilitate
comprehension. It is an excellent tool for group discussions and individual
study, emphasizing the importance of collective action.

9. Film and History: Viva La Causa Questions and Answers for Educators
Targeted at educators, this book offers a structured set of questions and
answers to help teach the historical significance of "Viva La Causa." It
includes lesson plans and suggestions for integrating the film into broader
curricula about civil rights and labor history.
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