
walk two moons questions
Walk Two Moons Questions is a phrase that resonates deeply with readers of
the novel "Walk Two Moons" by Sharon Creech. This coming-of-age story
intertwines themes of loss, identity, and the complexities of familial
relationships through the eyes of the protagonist, Salamanca Tree Hiddle. As
readers journey alongside Sal, they are likely to encounter various questions
that arise from the narrative's rich tapestry of emotions and experiences. In
this article, we will explore some of the most thought-provoking questions
that emerge from the novel, providing insights into its themes, characters,
and underlying messages.

Understanding the Novel

Overview of "Walk Two Moons"
"Walk Two Moons" tells the story of Salamanca Tree Hiddle, a young girl who
embarks on a road trip with her grandparents to find her mother, who has left
their family. Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her friend, Phoebe,
whose life takes a series of unexpected turns. The narrative is rich with
symbolism, metaphors, and profound lessons that resonate with readers of all
ages.

Thematic Elements
The novel touches on several significant themes, such as:

- Loss and Grief: The impact of losing loved ones is a central theme that
shapes Sal's journey.
- Identity: Sal's quest for self-discovery is pivotal to her character
development.
- Family and Relationships: The bonds between family members and friends are
explored in depth.
- Understanding Others: The title itself suggests the importance of empathy
and seeing life from another's perspective.

Key Questions and Their Implications

1. What Does the Title "Walk Two Moons" Mean?
The title of the novel is a significant point of discussion. It suggests the
idea of walking in someone else's shoes, understanding their experiences, and



empathizing with their feelings. This theme is prevalent throughout the book
as Sal reflects on her own experiences while narrating Phoebe's story.

- Implications: The title invites readers to consider how understanding
others can lead to a deeper comprehension of their own lives.

2. How Does Sal’s Relationship with Her Parents
Shape Her Identity?
Sal's relationship with her mother and father is complex. Her mother's
departure profoundly affects Sal, leading her to question her identity and
place in the world.

- Key Points to Consider:
- Sal's longing for her mother reflects her struggle to understand her own
identity.
- The contrast between her life with her father and her memories of her
mother influences her emotional state.
- Sal's journey is not only a physical one but also a journey towards self-
acceptance.

3. What Role Does Nature Play in Sal’s Journey?
Nature serves as a backdrop for much of Sal's journey, symbolizing her
emotional state and growth.

- Examples of Nature’s Significance:
- The beauty of the natural world reflects Sal’s moments of joy and
connection.
- The changing seasons parallel Sal’s emotional evolution.
- Sal's connection to her mother's love for nature helps her feel close to
her during her absence.

4. How Do the Stories of Sal and Phoebe Intertwine?
The parallel narratives of Sal and Phoebe provide rich layers to the story.
While Sal's journey is about loss and searching for her mother, Phoebe’s
story revolves around mystery and the fear of abandonment.

- Comparative Analysis:
- Both girls experience the fear of losing a parent, albeit in different
ways.
- Their friendship highlights the importance of support during difficult
times.
- The contrasts in their responses to challenges illustrate different coping
mechanisms.



5. What Lessons Does Sal Learn Throughout Her
Journey?
Sal’s journey is transformative, leading her to learn valuable life lessons.

- Key Lessons Include:
- Acceptance of loss: Sal learns to accept her mother's absence and the idea
that love persists despite physical separation.
- The importance of empathy: Through her experiences, Sal understands the
significance of seeing life from others' perspectives.
- Resilience: Sal’s journey teaches her the strength to face challenges and
navigate her emotions.

Character Analysis

Salamanca Tree Hiddle
Sal is a layered character who embodies the struggles of adolescence. Her
journey is not just about finding her mother but also about finding herself.

- Key Characteristics:
- Curiosity: Sal’s inquisitive nature drives her to seek answers about her
mother and her own identity.
- Empathy: Her ability to empathize with others is a recurring theme,
demonstrated in her relationship with Phoebe.
- Strength: Sal shows remarkable resilience in the face of her emotional
turmoil.

Phoebe Winterbottom
Phoebe serves as a foil to Sal, representing a different set of challenges
and fears.

- Key Characteristics:
- Fearful: Phoebe's fear of abandonment influences her actions and decisions.
- Protective: She is fiercely protective of her family, which underscores her
insecurities.
- Dynamic: Phoebe undergoes significant changes throughout the story,
reflecting her growth.

Grandparents
Sal’s grandparents play a crucial role in her journey, providing support and
stability.

- Key Characteristics:



- Wisdom: They offer Sal valuable life lessons, rooted in their own
experiences.
- Supportive: Their presence reassures Sal, allowing her to confront her
fears.
- Connection to Heritage: They represent Sal’s connection to her past and
cultural identity.

The Impact of "Walk Two Moons"

Literary Significance
"Walk Two Moons" has garnered critical acclaim and won the Newbery Medal,
making it a staple in children’s literature.

- Why It Resonates:
- The novel addresses universal themes of love, loss, and identity.
- Its relatable characters and authentic emotions resonate with readers of
all ages.
- The narrative structure, intertwining multiple stories, keeps readers
engaged and reflective.

Discussion and Reflection
The questions raised by "Walk Two Moons" offer a springboard for deeper
discussions about life, relationships, and personal growth.

- Potential Discussion Topics:
- How do personal experiences shape our understanding of others?
- In what ways do we cope with loss in our own lives?
- What role does storytelling play in shaping our identities and
relationships?

Conclusion
"Walk Two Moons" invites readers to embark on a journey of self-discovery and
empathy, navigating the complexities of life and relationships. The questions
that arise from this poignant tale encourage reflection and discussion,
making it a timeless piece of literature. Through Sal's story, readers are
reminded of the importance of understanding others, embracing their emotions,
and ultimately, finding their own path in the world. As we walk alongside
Sal, we are challenged to consider our own experiences and the stories that
shape us, reinforcing the notion that each of us has a unique journey worth
exploring.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the title 'Walk Two
Moons'?
The title signifies the importance of empathy and understanding others'
experiences before judging them. It reflects the theme of seeing the world
from someone else's perspective.

Who is the main character in 'Walk Two Moons'?
The main character is Salamanca Tree Hiddle, a young girl who embarks on a
journey to find her mother while grappling with her own loss and identity.

What role does storytelling play in 'Walk Two
Moons'?
Storytelling is central to the novel as Salamanca shares her grandmother's
and her own stories, which help her process her emotions and connect with
others.

How does 'Walk Two Moons' address themes of loss and
grief?
The novel explores loss through Salamanca's experiences with her mother and
friend, illustrating how grief can shape one's identity and relationships.

What is the relationship between Salamanca and her
grandparents?
Salamanca has a close relationship with her grandparents, who provide her
with support and guidance as she navigates her feelings about her mother's
absence.

How does the setting impact the story in 'Walk Two
Moons'?
The setting, which includes Salamanca's road trip across the country, serves
as a backdrop for her journey of self-discovery and reflection on her
family's history.

What is the significance of the character Phoebe in
Salamanca's story?
Phoebe is Salamanca's friend whose own family issues reflect and parallel
Salamanca's struggles, highlighting themes of friendship, loyalty, and the



complexity of family dynamics.

How does the author, Sharon Creech, use symbolism in
'Walk Two Moons'?
Creech uses symbols such as the moon and the journey motif to represent
change, growth, and the interconnectedness of experiences and emotions.

What lessons does Salamanca learn throughout the
novel?
Salamanca learns about the importance of acceptance, understanding, and the
complexity of love and loss, ultimately finding peace with her past.

How does 'Walk Two Moons' illustrate the theme of
identity?
The novel illustrates identity through Salamanca's journey as she discovers
who she is in relation to her family, her heritage, and her experiences,
ultimately leading to personal growth.
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