walther p38 buyers guide

Walther P38 Buyers Guide

The Walther P38 is a classic semi-automatic pistol that has captured the attention of firearm
enthusiasts and collectors alike. Originally developed in the late 1930s for the German military, the
P38 has a fascinating history and a unique design that sets it apart from other handguns. Whether you
are a seasoned collector, a first-time buyer, or someone seeking a reliable sidearm, this buyers guide
will provide you with essential information to help you make an informed decision when considering the

purchase of a Walther P38.

History of the Walther P38

The Walther P38 was introduced in 1938 as the standard issue sidearm for the German Wehrmacht,
replacing the Luger P08. Its design featured several innovations, including a double-action mechanism
and a fixed barrel, which enhanced accuracy and reliability. The P38 was produced in various versions

during World War |l, and even after the war, it continued to be manufactured by several countries.

Key Features of the Walther P38

1. Caliber: The P38 is typically chambered in 9mm Parabellum, making it a popular choice for both
military and civilian use.

2. Capacity: Depending on the model, the magazine capacity generally holds 8 rounds.

3. Action: The P38 employs a double-action/single-action mechanism, allowing the shooter to fire the
first shot in double-action mode and subsequent shots in single-action mode.

4. Construction: The frame is made from aluminum alloy, while the slide and barrel are constructed

from steel, providing a good balance of weight and durability.



5. Sights: Most models come equipped with fixed sights, which can be an asset for precision shooting.

Choosing the Right Walther P38

When it comes to buying a Walther P38, there are several factors to consider, including condition,

model type, and intended use.

Types of Walther P38

1. Original WWII Models: These guns are generally more sought after by collectors and can be more
expensive. They may show signs of wear and tear but often have historical significance.

2. Post-War Models: After WWII, the P38 was produced under various contracts in countries like
France and West Germany. These models tend to be less expensive and more readily available.

3. Commercial Models: These are newer models that have been produced for civilian markets and

often include enhancements such as improved sights or finishes.

Condition and Grading

When purchasing a Walther P38, it’s crucial to assess the condition of the firearm. Here are some

common grading criteria:

- Mint: Unfired or in near-perfect condition, showing no wear or scratches.

- Excellent: Minor wear, with most original finish intact and no significant scratches or dings.
- Good: Noticeable wear, but still functional. May have some scratches or small dings.

- Fair: Significant wear or damage, but the firearm is still operational.

- Poor: Non-functional or heavily damaged; typically for parts or restoration.



Where to Buy a Walther P38

Finding the right place to buy a Walther P38 can significantly impact your purchase experience. Here

are a few options to consider:

Gun Shops

- Local gun shops often have knowledgeable staff who can help you find the right model and answer
any questions you may have.
- Look for shops that specialize in vintage or military firearms, as they may have a better selection of

Walther P38s.

Gun Shows

- Attending a local gun show can provide you with a plethora of options and the chance to negotiate
prices.

- Make sure to check the reputation of the vendors before making a purchase.

Online Retailers

- Websites like GunBroker, ArmsList, and Rock Island Auction Company often have listings for Walther
P38s.

- Be sure to verify the seller's ratings and reviews before purchasing.



Private Sales

- Often, private sales can yield better deals, but they come with risks. Ensure you follow local laws
regarding private firearm sales.

- Always request to see the firearm in person before completing the transaction.

Legal Considerations

Before purchasing a Walther P38, it’s essential to understand the legal implications surrounding

firearm ownership in your state or country.

Background Checks

- In the U.S., federal law requires background checks for purchases through licensed dealers. Private
sales may not require a background check, depending on state laws.

- Check your local laws to understand any additional requirements.

Registration and Licensing

- Some states require firearms to be registered or licensed. Ensure that you are compliant with your
local regulations.

- Keep all necessary documentation, including receipts and any required permits.



Maintaining Your Walther P38

Once you have acquired your P38, proper maintenance is key to ensuring its longevity and reliability.

Cleaning and Maintenance Tips

1. Disassembly: Familiarize yourself with the disassembly process. This will help you clean the firearm
thoroughly.

2. Cleaning Products: Use quality cleaning solutions and tools specifically designed for firearms.

3. Lubrication: After cleaning, apply a light coat of lubricant to the moving parts to prevent rust and
ensure smooth operation.

4. Regular Inspections: Periodically inspect your firearm for any signs of wear or damage, especially

before use.

Conclusion

The Walther P38 is more than just a firearm; it is a piece of history that offers both aesthetic and
functional appeal. Whether you are buying it for collection purposes, personal defense, or recreational
shooting, this buyers guide provides you with the essential information needed to make a sound
purchase. Always prioritize legality, proper maintenance, and responsible ownership to ensure that

your experience with the Walther P38 is both enjoyable and safe. Happy shooting!

Frequently Asked Questions



What should | look for when buying a Walther P38%

When buying a Walther P38, check for the overall condition of the firearm, including the barrel, slide,
and frame for any signs of wear or rust. Also, inspect the serial number for authenticity and ensure all

parts are original.

Are there any specific models of the Walther P38 that are more
desirable?

Yes, models produced during World War I, particularly those with matching serial numbers and

military proofs, tend to be more collectible and desirable among buyers.

What is the average price range for a Walther P38?

The price for a Walther P38 can vary widely based on condition and rarity, typically ranging from $400

to $1,200, with pristine military models fetching higher prices.

Is the Walther P38 a good choice for self-defense?

While the Walther P38 can be used for self-defense, it is generally considered more of a collector's
item than a modern defensive firearm. Its reliability and ergonomics may not match contemporary

handguns.
What type of ammunition is recommended for the Walther P38?
The Walther P38 is designed to use 9mm Parabellum ammunition. It's best to use high-quality factory

ammunition to ensure reliability and performance.

How can | identify a genuine Walther P38?

To identify a genuine Walther P38, look for the manufacturer's markings, including the 'Walther' logo,
the model designation, and the correct serial number placement. Additionally, check for proof marks

that indicate its origin.



What are common issues to watch for in used Walther P38s?

Common issues include wear on the slide and frame, problems with the double-action mechanism, and
rust or pitting on the barrel. Ensure that the pistol cycles smoothly and check the magazine for proper
function.

Can | find replacement parts for the Walther P389

Yes, replacement parts for the Walther P38 are available, though some may be harder to find due to

the age of the firearm. Consider checking with specialized gun shops or online retailers for parts.

What’s the history behind the Walther P38?

The Walther P38 was developed in the late 1930s and adopted by the German military in 1939. It was

one of the first double-action/single-action pistols and became iconic during WWII.

Are there any safety concerns with the Walther P38?

The Walther P38 has several safety features, including a decocker, but it is still essential to handle it

safely, as with any firearm. Always follow basic gun safety rules and ensure proper training.
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