
watercolor the easy way
Watercolor the easy way is a mantra that resonates with both beginners and
experienced artists alike. The beauty of watercolor painting lies in its ability to create
stunning visuals with relatively simple techniques. If you’ve ever been intimidated by the
thought of painting with watercolors, fear not! This guide will provide you with practical
tips, techniques, and insights to help you master watercolor painting with ease.

Understanding Watercolors

Before diving into the techniques, it’s essential to understand what watercolors are and
how they work. Watercolors are pigments suspended in a water-soluble medium. When
you add water, the pigments dissolve, allowing for a wide range of colors and effects.

Types of Watercolor Paints

There are several types of watercolor paints available on the market. Here’s a quick
overview:

Tube Watercolors: These come in a concentrated form that you can squeeze out
and mix with water. They are great for larger projects.

Pan Watercolors: These come in a solid form and need to be activated with water.
They are portable and convenient for sketching on the go.

Liquid Watercolors: These are highly pigmented and can be used for more intense
colors. They are great for creating washes and blending techniques.

Essential Watercolor Supplies

To get started with watercolor painting, you’ll need the following supplies:

Watercolor Paints: Choose a set of either tubes or pans based on your preference.1.

Watercolor Paper: Look for paper that is specifically designed for watercolor. It’s2.
thicker and can handle the water without warping.

Brushes: A variety of brushes in different sizes will allow for versatility in your3.
painting. Look for watercolor brushes with soft bristles.



Water Container: You’ll need this for rinsing your brushes and mixing your paints.4.

Palette: A flat surface where you can mix your colors. Many artists use a plastic or5.
ceramic palette.

Paper Towels: Useful for blotting brushes and cleaning up spills.6.

Basic Techniques for Watercolor Painting

Once you have your supplies, it’s time to delve into some fundamental techniques that will
make watercolor painting easy and enjoyable.

1. Wet-on-Wet Technique

This technique involves applying wet paint onto wet paper. Here’s how to do it:

Wet your paper with clean water using a brush or a spray bottle.

Dip your brush into the watercolor and touch it to the wet area of the paper.

Watch as the color spreads and blends into the wet surface.

The wet-on-wet technique is excellent for creating soft backgrounds or atmospheric
effects.

2. Wet-on-Dry Technique

In contrast to the wet-on-wet technique, the wet-on-dry technique involves applying wet
paint onto dry paper. This method allows for more control and sharper lines.

Ensure that your paper is completely dry before starting.

Dip your brush into watercolor and apply it directly onto the dry paper.

Experiment with different amounts of water for varying effects.

This technique is perfect for adding details to your painting.



3. Dry Brush Technique

The dry brush technique creates a textural effect and is accomplished by using a brush
that has very little water and paint. Here’s how:

Load your brush with paint and wipe off excess moisture.

Drag the brush lightly across the surface of the dry paper.

Vary the pressure to create different textures.

This technique is ideal for painting rough surfaces like wood or grass.

Color Mixing and Blending

Understanding color mixing is crucial for achieving the desired shades and effects in your
watercolor paintings.

Basic Color Theory

Familiarize yourself with the color wheel, which consists of primary, secondary, and
tertiary colors:

Primary Colors: Red, Blue, Yellow

Secondary Colors: Green, Orange, Purple (formed by mixing primary colors)

Tertiary Colors: Formed by mixing a primary color with a secondary color.

Mixing Colors

To mix colors:

1. Start with two colors on your palette.
2. Use a clean brush to pick up a small amount of each color.
3. Mix them together on the palette until you achieve the desired hue.



Blending Colors on Paper

To create a smooth transition between colors on your painting:

1. Apply the first color to the paper.
2. While it’s still wet, add the second color adjacent to it.
3. Use a clean, damp brush to gently blend the two colors together.

Practical Tips for Beginners

Starting your watercolor journey can be daunting. Here are some practical tips to ease the
process:

1. Start with Simple Subjects

Choose simple subjects like fruits, flowers, or landscapes. These will help you practice
without overwhelming you.

2. Embrace Mistakes

Watercolor painting is about exploration. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes; they can lead
to unexpected and beautiful results.

3. Practice Regularly

Like any skill, practice is key. Set aside time each week to paint, experiment with
techniques, and develop your style.

4. Use Reference Images

Utilize photographs or real-life subjects to guide your compositions and color choices.

Conclusion

Watercolor painting can be a rewarding and enjoyable experience when approached with
the right mindset and techniques. By following the tips and methods outlined in this
article, you can unlock the beauty of watercolor the easy way. Remember, the most
important aspect is to have fun and allow your creativity to flow! So grab your supplies,



experiment with various techniques, and watch your artistic skills blossom. Happy
painting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic supplies needed for watercolor
painting?
To start watercolor painting, you'll need watercolor paints, brushes (preferably round and
flat), watercolor paper, a palette, and water containers.

How can I achieve a smooth blend in watercolor?
To achieve a smooth blend, work with wet-on-wet techniques by applying water to the
paper before adding paint, or by wetting the paint on your palette before applying it.

What is the best paper to use for watercolor painting?
The best paper for watercolor painting is typically 100% cotton or a heavy-weight
watercolor paper (at least 200 gsm) that can handle water without warping.

How do I mix colors effectively in watercolor?
To mix colors effectively, start with a small amount of water on your palette, add the paint,
and gradually mix in other colors to achieve the desired hue, testing it on scrap paper as
you go.

What are some easy watercolor techniques for
beginners?
Some easy watercolor techniques for beginners include wet-on-wet, wet-on-dry, salt
texture, and lifting off paint with a damp brush or paper towel.

How can I fix mistakes in watercolor painting?
You can fix mistakes in watercolor by lifting paint with a damp brush or a paper towel,
layering more color over it, or using white gouache for highlights.

What are some popular subjects for watercolor
painting?
Popular subjects for watercolor painting include landscapes, florals, abstract designs, and
simple still lifes, as they allow for experimentation with colors and techniques.



Can I use regular paper for watercolor painting?
While you can use regular paper for watercolor, it's not recommended as it may warp or
tear. It's better to use paper specifically designed for watercolors.
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