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WILLIAM \/ ORDSWORTH, ONE OF THE PROMINENT FIGURES OF THE ROMANTIC ERA, IS WELL-KNOWN FOR HIS DEEP CONNECTION
TO NATURE, EMOTION, AND THE COMMON HUMAN EXPERIENCE. HiS POEM “\W/E ARE SEVEN,” PUBLISHED IN 1798, EXEMPLIFIES
THESE THEMES WHILE ALSO EXPLORING PROFOUND IDEAS ABOUT LIFE, DEATH, AND THE INNOCENCE OF CHILDHOOD. THROUGH A
CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE NARRATOR AND A YOUNG GIRL, W/ ORDSWORTH DELVES INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF GRIEF AND THE
WAYS IN WHICH CHILDREN PERCEIVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE DECEASED. THIS ANALYSIS WILL EXPLORE THE POEM’S THEMES,
FORM, CHARACTER DYNAMICS, AND ITS PLACE IN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF W/ ORDSWORTH’S WORK.

SUMMARY OF THE POEM

“\We ARE SEVEN" PRESENTS A DIALOGUE BETWEEN A NARRATOR AND A YOUNG GIRL WHO CLAIMS THAT SHE AND HER SIBLINGS
ARE STILL “SEVEN" DESPITE THE DEATHS OF TWO OF THEM. THE POEM UNFOLDS AS FOLLOWS:

1. SETTING THE SCENE: THE NARRATOR ENCOUNTERS A “LITTLE COTTAGE GIRL” WHO IS PLAYING NEAR A GRAVEY ARD.

2. THE ASSERTION OF SEVEN: THE GIRL INSISTS THAT SHE HAS SEVEN SIBLINGS—FIVE LIVING AND TWO DECEASED.

3. DEATH AND PRESENCE: THE NARRATOR TRIES TO REASON WITH HER, EMPHASIZING THAT HER SIBLINGS WHO HAVE DIED ARE NO
LONGER PART OF THE LIVING WORLD.

4. CHILD'S PERSPECTIVE: THE GIRL REMAINS STEADFAST IN HER BELIEF THAT HER DECEASED SIBLINGS ARE STILL PART OF HER LIFE,
THUS CHALLENGING THE NARRATOR'S ADULT UNDERSTANDING OF MORTALITY.

THE CONVERSATION REVEALS THE STARK CONTRAST BETWEEN THE ADULT PERSPECTIVE ON DEATH AND THE INNOCENT,
UNYIELDING BELIEF OF A CHILD.

THEMATIC EXPLORATION

THe COMPLEXITY OF GRIEF

ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES OF “W/E ARE SEVEN” IS THE COMPLEXITY OF GRIEF AS VIEWED THROUGH THE INNOCENT EYES OF A
CHILD. THE GIRL’S ASSERTION THAT SHE HAS SEVEN SIBLINGS UNDERSCORES A PROFOUND UNDERSTANDING OF LOVE AND
CONNECTION THAT TRANSCENDS PHYSICAL PRESENCE.

- CHILDHOOD INNOCENCE: THE GIRL EMBODIES THE IDEA THAT DEATH DOES NOT ERASE THE BOND SHARED WITH LOVED ONES. HER
REFUSAL TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE FINALITY OF DEATH REFLECTS A CHILD’S INNOCENT OUTLOOK ON LIFE AND LOSS.

- ENDURING RELATIONSHIPS: THE POEM SUGGESTS THAT RELATIONSHIPS ENDURE BEYOND DEATH. THE LIVING SIBLINGS ARE STILL
PART OF THE GIRL’S IDENTITY, AND HER MEMORIES OF HER DECEASED SIBLINGS KEEP THEIR SPIRITS ALIVE IN HER HEART.

PERCEPTION OF DEATH

THE POEM ALSO ILLUMINATES HOW THE PERCEPTION OF DEATH VARIES BETWEEN CHILDHOOD AND ADULTHOOD. THE NARRATOR
REPRESENTS A MORE PRAGMATIC VIEW, INSISTING ON THE FINALITY OF DEATH, WHILE THE GIRL’S PERSPECTIVE IS ONE OF
CONTINUITY AND CONNECTION.

- CONTRASTING PERSPECTIVES: THE NARRATOR’S RATIONALITY CONTRASTS WITH THE GIRL’S EMOTIONAL REALITY,
SHOWCASING THE LIMITATIONS OF ADULT LOGIC WHEN IT COMES TO MATTERS OF THE HEART.

- REALITY vsS. BELIEF: THE TENSION BETWEEN THE NARRATOR’S BELIEF IN THE FINALITY OF DEATH AND THE GIRL’S BELIEF IN AN
ONGOING CONNECTION HIGHLIGHTS THE EMOTIONAL LANDSCAPE OF LOSS. THE POEM ASKS READERS TO CONSIDER HOW THESE



BELIEFS SHAPE ONE'S EXPERIENCE OF GRIEF.

NOSTALGIA AND MEMORY

W/ ORDSWORTH’S USE OF MEMORY AND NOSTALGIA PERMEATES THE POEM. THE GIRL’S RECOLLECTIONS OF HER SIBLINGS SERVE AS
A POIGNANT REMINDER OF THE PAST AND THE ENDURING NATURE OF MEMORY.

- MEMORIALIZATION: THE GIRL REMEMBERS HER SIBLINGS, INDICATING THAT MEMORIES SERVE AS A FORM OF MEMORIALIZATION. IN
HER MIND, THEY REMAIN VIBRANT AND ALIVE THROUGH HER RECOLLECTIONS AND EMOTIONS.

- CHILDHOOD AS A CONSTRUCT: W ORDSWORTH OFTEN IDEALIZES CHILDHOOD, VIEWING IT AS A TIME OF PURITY AND
CONNECTION TO NATURE. IN THIS POEM, THE GIRL’S INNOCENT PERCEPTION SERVES AS A CRITIQUE OF HOW ADULTHOOD OFTEN
COMPLICATES SUCH CONNECTIONS.

CHARACTER DYNAMICS

THE CHARACTER DYNAMICS BETWEEN THE NARRATOR AND THE YOUNG GIRL ARE CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTANDING THE POEM’'S
MESSAGE.

THE NARRATOR

- RATIONALITY: THE NARRATOR EMBODIES THE ADULT PERSPECTIVE, RELYING ON REASON AND SOCIETAL NORMS TO UNDERSTAND
DEATH. HIS INSISTENCE THAT THE GIRL CANNOT COUNT HER DECEASED SIBLINGS AS PART OF THE LIVING REFLECTS A SOCIETAL
TENDENCY TO COMPARTMENTALIZE LOSS.

- CONFLICT: THE NARRATOR'S STRUGGLE TO COMPREHEND THE GIRL'S PERSPECTIVE CREATES A TENSION THAT UNDERSCORES THE
POEM’S THEMES. HIS ATTEMPTS TO RATIONALIZE THE GIRL’S BELIEFS ULTIMATELY REVEAL HIS EMOTIONAL DISCONNECTION.

THE YounG GIRL

- INNOCENCE: THE GIRL REPRESENTS PURITY AND THE UNCOMPLICATED VIEW OF LIFE AND DEATH. HER UNWAVERING BELIEF IN THE
PRESENCE OF HER DECEASED SIBLINGS SHOWCASES A PROFOUND EMOTIONAL STRENGTH AND CONNECTION.

- SYMBOL OF HOPE: BY ASSERTING THAT SHE IS STILL PART OF A LARGER FAMILY UNIT, THE GIRL EMBODIES HOPE AND RESILIENCE
IN THE FACE OF LOSS. HER CHARACTER CHALLENGES THE NARRATOR’S (AND BY EXTENSION, SOCIETY,S) PERCEPTION OF DEATH,
SUGGESTING THAT LOVE TRANSCENDS MORTALITY.

FORM AND STRUCTURE

“\We ARE SEVEN" IS WRITTEN IN A SIMPLE YET EFFECTIVE POETIC STRUCTURE THAT REFLECTS THE THEMES OF THE POEM.

STANZA STRUCTURE

- QUATRAINSI THE POEM CONSISTS OF SEVERAL QUATRAINS, EACH CONTAINING FOUR LINES. THIS STRUCTURE PROVIDES A
RHYTHMIC QUALITY THAT ENHANCES THE CONVERSATIONAL TONE BETWEEN THE NARRATOR AND THE GIRL.

- REPETITION: THE REPEATED PHRASE “\W/E ARE SEVEN" EMPHASIZES THE GIRL’S STEADFAST BELIEF AND SERVES AS A REFRAIN
THAT ANCHORS THE POEM’S MESSAGE ABOUT THE ENDURING NATURE OF FAMILIAL BONDS.



L ANGUAGE AND IMAGERY

- SIMPLE LANGUAGE: W ORDSWORTH EMPLOYS SIMPLE, ACCESSIBLE LANGUAGE THAT MIRRORS THE INNOCENCE OF THE GIRL. THIS
SIMPLICITY INVITES READERS OF ALL AGES TO ENGAGE WITH THE POEM’S DEEPER MEANINGS.

- IMAGERY OF NATURE: THE POEM IS RICH IN NATURAL IMAGERY, EVOKING PASTORAL SCENES THAT ALIGN WITH

W ORDSWORTH'S ROMANTIC IDEALS. THE SETTING OF THE COTTAGE AND GRAVEYARD SERVES AS A BACKDROP THAT
SYMBOLIZES THE INTERSECTION OF LIFE AND DEATH.

CONCLUSION

WiLLIAM W orDSWORTH'S “\W/E ARE SEVEN” IS A POIGNANT EXPLORATION OF THE THEMES OF GRIEF, MEMORY, AND THE
INNOCENCE OF CHILDHOOD. THROUGH THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE NARRATOR AND THE YOUNG GIRL, THE POEM CHALLENGES
CONVENTIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS OF DEATH AND EMPHASIZES THE ENDURING BONDS OF LOVE THAT CAN PERSIST BEYOND
MORTALITY. BY CONTRASTING ADULT RATIONALITY WITH CHILDLIKE BELIEF, W/ ORDSWORTH INVITES READERS TO RECONSIDER
THEIR OWN PERCEPTIONS OF LOSS AND THE RELATIONSHIPS THAT SHAPE OUR LIVES. THE POEM REMAINS A POWERFUL
REFLECTION ON THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN EMOTION, MAKING IT A TIMELESS PIECE IN THE CANON OF ROMANTIC LITERATURE.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE CENTRAL THEME OF '\WE ARE SEVEN' BY WILLIAM \W ORDSWORTH?

THE CENTRAL THEME OF "WE ARE SEVEN IS THE EXPLORATION OF CHILDHOOD INNOCENCE AND THE PERCEPTION OF DEATH.
X/ ORDSWORTH CONTRASTS THE CHILD'S UNDERSTANDING OF LIFE AND DEATH WITH ADULT PERSPECTIVES, EMPHASIZING THE
ENDURING CONNECTION OF THE SIBLINGS DESPITE ONE HAVING PASSED AWAY.

How DoEs W ORDSWORTH PORTRAY THE CONCEPT OF DEATH IN "W/E ARE SEVEN'?

X/ ORDSWORTH PORTRAYS DEATH AS A NATURAL PART OF LIFE THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILD. THE POEM ILLUSTRATES HOW
THE YOUNG GIRL CONTINUES TO FEEL CONNECTED TO HER DECEASED SIBLINGS, INDICATING A MORE ACCEPTING AND LESS FEARFUL
VIEW OF DEATH THAN THAT OF ADULTS.

\WHAT LITERARY DEVICES ARE PROMINENT IN ‘WE ARE SEVEN'?

PROMINENT LITERARY DEVICES IN "WE ARE SEVEN' INCLUDE DIALOGUE, IMAGERY, AND REPETITION. THE DIALOGUE CAPTURES THE
CHILD'S VOICE, WHILE VIVID IMAGERY EVOKES THE PASTORAL SETTING, AND REPETITION EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
NUMBER SEVEN IN THE CHILD'S UNDERSTANDING OF FAMILY AND LOSS.

\WHAT ROLE DOES NATURE PLAY IN '\WE ARE SEVEN'?

NATURE PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN “\WE ARE SEVEN' AS IT SERVES AS A BACKDROP FOR THE CHILD'S MEMORIES AND
EXPERIENCES. THE NATURAL SETTING REFLECTS THE SIMPLICITY AND PURITY OF CHILDHOOD, EMBODYING THEMES OF LIFE, DEATH,
AND CONTINUITY.

How DOES THE ADULT SPEAKER'S PERSPECTIVE CONTRAST WITH THAT OF THE CHILD IN
THE POEM?
THE ADULT SPEAKER IN I\X/E ARE SEVENI REPRESENTS A RATIONAL/ PRAGMATIC VIEW OF DEATH/ EMPHASIZING THE FINALITY OF

LOSS. IN CONTRAST, THE CHILD MAINTAINS A WHIMSICAL AND HOPEFUL PERSPECTIVE, INSISTING THAT HER DECEASED SIBLINGS
REMAIN PART OF HER LIFE, HIGHLIGHTING THE GAP BETWEEN ADULT UNDERSTANDING AND CHILDLIKE INNOCENCE.



\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NUMBER SEVEN IN THE POEM?

THE NUMBER SEVEN IS SIGNIFICANT AS IT SYMBOLIZES COMPLETENESS AND FAMILIAL BONDS. THE CHILD’S INSISTENCE THAT THERE
ARE STILL SEVEN OF THEM, DESPITE ONE BEING DEAD, UNDERSCORES HER BELIEF IN THE ONGOING PRESENCE OF HER SIBLINGS IN
SPIRIT, CHALLENGING ADULT INTERPRETATIONS OF LOSS.

\WHAT EMOTIONAL RESPONSES DOES 'W/E ARE SEVEN' EVOKE IN READERS?

THE POEM EVOKES A RANGE OF EMOTIONAL RESPONSES, INCLUDING NOSTALGIA, SADNESS, AND TENDERNESS. READERS MAY FEEL A
CONNECTION TO THEIR OWN EXPERIENCES OF LOSS AND CHILDHOOD INNOCENCE, PROMPTING REFLECTIONS ON THE NATURE OF LIFE,
DEATH, AND MEMORY.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES 'WE ARE SEVEN' REFLECT ROMANTIC IDEALS?

"“WE ARE SEVEN' REFLECTS ROMANTIC IDEALS THROUGH ITS EMPHASIS ON EMOTION, NATURE, AND THE INNOCENCE OF
CHILDHOOD. \W ORDSWORTH CHAMPIONS THE CHILD'S PERSPECTIVE AS VALID AND PROFOUND, CELEBRATING THE EMOTIONAL
DEPTH AND SPIRITUAL CONNECTIONS THAT TRANSCEND MORTALITY.

How DOES THE STRUCTURE OF 'WE ARE SEVEN' CONTRIBUTE TO ITS MEANING?

THE STRUCTURE OF "WE ARE SEVEN' FEATURES A CONVERSATIONAL TONE AND A SIMPLE RHYME SCHEME THAT MIRRORS THE
CLARITY AND DIRECTNESS OF A CHILD'S VOICE. THIS STRUCTURE ENHANCES THE POEM’S EXPLORATION OF COMPLEX THEMES
SUCH AS LIFE AND DEATH, MAKING THEM ACCESSIBLE AND POIGNANT.
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