we choose to go to the moon speech
analysis

We choose to go to the moon speech analysis is a critical examination of one
of the most iconic speeches in American history, delivered by President John
F. Kennedy on September 12, 1962, at Rice University in Houston, Texas. This
speech was not just a call to action for the United States to commit to lunar
exploration; it also served as a rallying cry during the Cold War, embodying
the spirit of American innovation, determination, and the quest for
knowledge. In this article, we will delve into the historical context,
rhetorical strategies, themes, and lasting impact of Kennedy's speech.

Historical Context

Kennedy's speech came at a time when the United States was engaged in a
fierce space race with the Soviet Union, which had successfully launched
Sputnik, the first artificial satellite, in 1957. The subsequent success of
the Soviet space program, including the first human in space, Yuri Gagarin,
in 1961, heightened American fears of falling behind in technology and
military capabilities. As a response, Kennedy sought to reaffirm American
leadership and vision by committing to the ambitious goal of landing a man on
the Moon.

The Cold War Influence

The Cold War significantly influenced the speech's tone and content. The
space race was viewed not just as a technological competition but as a
demonstration of ideological superiority—capitalism versus communism.
Kennedy's commitment to landing on the Moon was an assertion of American
values, innovation, and freedom, contrasting sharply with the rigid and
authoritarian nature of Soviet governance. This context is essential to
understanding the speech's urgency and significance.

Rhetorical Strategies

Kennedy's speech is a masterclass in rhetoric, employing various strategies
that resonate deeply with audiences. Here are some key rhetorical devices
used in the address:



1. Repetition

Kennedy effectively uses repetition to emphasize key points. The phrase "We
choose to go to the Moon" is repeated multiple times, creating a rhythmic and
powerful assertion of intent. This repetition not only reinforces the message
but also builds momentum, drawing the audience into the vision of a
collective national endeavor.

2. Parallelism

Kennedy employs parallel structure in his sentences, particularly when he
outlines the challenges of space exploration. For example, he lists the
reasons for going to the Moon in a balanced manner: "We choose to go to the
Moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but
because they are hard." This structure elevates the significance of the
mission, framing it as a noble pursuit.

3. Pathos and Ethos

Kennedy appeals to emotions (pathos) and credibility (ethos) throughout the
speech. He evokes feelings of pride, adventure, and courage, urging Americans
to support the space program as a reflection of their national identity. By
positioning the Moon landing as a challenge that would unite the country, he
appeals to a collective sense of purpose and possibility.

4. Imagery and Metaphor

Kennedy uses vivid imagery and metaphor to paint a picture of the future.
Phrases such as "the new frontier" evoke a sense of exploration and
adventure, positioning space as the next great endeavor for humanity. This
imagery not only excites the audience but also frames the Moon landing as a
critical step in human progress.

Thematic Elements

Kennedy's speech is rich with themes that resonate beyond the immediate
context of space exploration.

1. Human Ingenuity



One of the central themes is the power of human ingenuity. Kennedy emphasizes
that the Moon landing is not merely a technological feat but a testament to
human creativity and determination. He states, "The exploration of space will
go ahead, whether we join in it or not." This highlights the inevitability of
progress and the need for mankind to participate actively in shaping its
destiny.

2. Unity and Collaboration

Kennedy stresses the importance of unity in achieving great goals. He invites
all Americans to partake in this monumental journey, emphasizing that the
Moon landing is a shared endeavor. This call for collaboration fosters a
sense of national pride and collective responsibility, encouraging citizens
to support the space program.

3. The Role of Government

The speech also addresses the role of government in facilitating scientific
advancement. Kennedy asserts that government investment in space exploration
is crucial for maintaining technological leadership and ensuring national
security. By framing the Moon landing as a government priority, he seeks to
gain public support for funding and resources.

Impact and Legacy

Kennedy's "We choose to go to the Moon" speech had a profound impact on
American society and the world, shaping the future of space exploration and
inspiring generations.

1. The Apollo Program

Following the speech, NASA accelerated its efforts toward the Apollo program,
ultimately leading to the successful Moon landing on July 20, 1969. Kennedy's
vision became a reality, symbolizing not just American achievement but a
monumental moment in human history.

2. Cultural Influence

The speech has permeated popular culture, becoming a touchstone for
discussions about exploration, ambition, and human potential. Its themes
continue to resonate in contemporary discourse about technology, space



exploration, and the future of humanity.

3. Political Significance

Kennedy's speech also had lasting political implications. It positioned the
United States as a leader in space exploration, challenging other nations to
pursue their own scientific advancements. The ideals expressed in the speech
have inspired subsequent generations of scientists, engineers, and
politicians to continue pushing the boundaries of human knowledge.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Kennedy's "We choose to go to the Moon" speech is a remarkable
example of effective rhetoric, infused with themes of human ingenuity, unity,
and the role of government in fostering innovation. Delivered during a
pivotal moment in history, the speech not only called for a bold commitment
to lunar exploration but also served as a symbol of American resilience and
ambition. Its legacy endures, inspiring future generations to dream big and
pursue the unknown, reminding us all that the sky is not the limit, but
merely the beginning of our journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes of JFK's 'We Choose to Go
to the Moon' speech?

The main themes include ambition, exploration, unity, and the pursuit of
knowledge. JFK emphasizes the importance of space exploration as a testament
to American ingenuity and the spirit of adventure.

How does JFK use rhetorical devices in his speech?

JFK employs rhetorical devices such as repetition, anaphora, and parallelism
to create a rhythmic and persuasive effect. For example, the repeated phrase
'We choose to go to the moon' reinforces commitment and determination.

What historical context influenced JFK's speech
about going to the moon?

The speech was delivered during the Cold War, a time of intense rivalry with
the Soviet Union, particularly after the launch of Sputnik. JFK aimed to
assert American superiority in technology and space exploration.



How did JFK's speech impact the American public's
view on space exploration?

The speech galvanized public support for the space program and instilled a
sense of national pride. It helped frame space exploration as a critical
component of American identity and innovation.

What role does the concept of 'choice' play in JFK's
speech?

The concept of 'choice' is central to the speech, as JFK emphasizes that
choosing to go to the moon is a deliberate and courageous decision,
highlighting human agency in the face of challenges and uncertainties.

What is the significance of the phrase 'not because
they are easy, but because they are hard'?

This phrase underscores the idea that the challenges of space exploration are
what make the endeavor worthwhile. It reflects a broader philosophy of
tackling difficult tasks as a means of growth and achievement.

In what ways does the speech reflect the values of
the 1960s America?

The speech reflects 1960s values such as optimism, a spirit of adventure, and
a belief in progress through science and technology. It also embodies the
desire for national unity and collective effort in achieving monumental
goals.
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