
we own a zoo true story
We own a zoo true story is an inspiring tale that captures the essence of family, resilience, and the
love for animals. This fascinating narrative revolves around the journey of the Mee family, who took
on the monumental task of running a zoo in the face of adversity. Their story not only highlights the
challenges of zoo management but also emphasizes the deep bond between humans and animals,
showcasing the lengths to which people will go to fulfill their dreams and make a difference in the
lives of creatures that cannot speak for themselves.

Background of the Mee Family

The Mee family, consisting of Benjamin, his wife, Kelly, and their children, had always shared a
passion for wildlife. The couple's love for animals began in their childhood, fostered by trips to local
zoos and wildlife parks. As they grew older, they often fantasized about owning a zoo and providing a
safe haven for animals in need.

However, life took them on a different path. Benjamin worked in the corporate world while Kelly took
care of their children. The family's life was comfortable, yet they felt an emptiness, a yearning for
something more meaningful. This longing led them to take a leap of faith that would change their
lives forever.

The Decision to Buy a Zoo

In 2006, the Mee family stumbled upon an opportunity that would ignite their dreams. They learned
that a struggling zoo in their area was up for sale. The zoo, which was home to a variety of animals,
had fallen into disrepair and was in dire need of new management.

Factors Influencing Their Decision

Several factors contributed to the Mee family's decision to purchase the zoo:

1. Passion for Animals: Their lifelong love for animals fueled their desire to create a better
environment for the creatures housed in the zoo.

2. Community Impact: The Mee family wanted to restore the zoo to its former glory, providing
educational opportunities for the local community and a safe haven for animals.

3. Desire for Change: The family's corporate lives felt unfulfilling, and they sought a venture that
would bring them closer together as a family.

4. Adventure: The idea of running a zoo was both daunting and thrilling, offering a new adventure that
could transform their lives.



Ultimately, the Mee family decided to take the plunge, purchasing the zoo and embarking on a
journey filled with challenges, triumphs, and unforgettable experiences.

Challenges of Zoo Management

Owning a zoo is not a task for the faint of heart. The Mee family faced numerous challenges as they
took over the management of the facility. These challenges included:

Financial Strain

- Renovation Costs: The zoo required significant repairs and renovations to ensure the safety and
comfort of the animals.
- Operating Expenses: Daily costs, including food, veterinary care, and staffing, quickly added up.
- Funding: Raising money for the zoo's upkeep and improvement was a constant struggle, prompting
the family to organize fundraisers and seek donations.

Animal Welfare

- Health and Safety: The Mee family had to address the health needs of the animals, ensuring they
received proper medical care and nutrition.
- Habitat Improvement: They worked tirelessly to improve the living conditions for the animals,
creating more natural and enriching environments.
- Rescue Efforts: The family took in several animals in need of rehabilitation, which added to their
workload but fulfilled their mission to provide care.

Public Relations and Community Engagement

- Building Trust: The family needed to regain the community's trust after the zoo's decline, which
required transparency and outreach.
- Educational Programs: They developed programs to educate visitors about wildlife conservation and
the importance of protecting endangered species.
- Events and Promotions: The Mee family organized events to attract visitors and raise awareness
about the zoo and its mission.

Successes and Triumphs

Despite the numerous challenges, the Mee family's dedication and hard work began to pay off. Over
time, the zoo started to thrive, becoming a beloved community attraction.



Community Involvement

- Volunteer Programs: The zoo established volunteer programs, allowing community members to get
involved and learn about animal care.
- School Partnerships: Local schools partnered with the zoo for field trips, enhancing educational
opportunities for students.
- Fundraising Events: Successful fundraising events, such as animal-themed fairs and community
nights, helped to generate revenue and support.

Animal Rehabilitation and Adoption

- Success Stories: Several animals that were rescued and rehabilitated found loving homes through
the zoo's adoption programs.
- Conservation Efforts: The zoo began participating in conservation efforts, collaborating with
organizations dedicated to protecting endangered species.

The Impact of Their Journey

The journey of the Mee family had a profound impact on their lives and the lives of those around
them. They learned valuable lessons about teamwork, perseverance, and the importance of following
one's dreams.

Personal Growth

- Family Bonding: Running the zoo brought the family closer together, fostering a sense of teamwork
and shared purpose.
- Skills Development: The experience taught them new skills, from animal care to business
management.
- Resilience: Overcoming obstacles strengthened their resolve and deepened their commitment to
their mission.

Community Transformation

- Increased Awareness: The zoo became a hub for wildlife education, raising awareness about
conservation and animal welfare.
- Economic Boost: The revitalized zoo contributed to the local economy by attracting visitors and
creating jobs.
- Cultural Hub: The zoo evolved into a cultural hub, hosting events and activities that brought the
community together.



Conclusion: A Legacy of Love and Commitment

The true story of the Mee family and their journey in we own a zoo true story serves as a powerful
reminder of what can be achieved when passion and determination meet a worthy cause. Their
commitment to animal welfare and community engagement transformed a struggling zoo into a
thriving sanctuary, leaving a lasting legacy that continues to inspire others.

The tale of the Mee family is not just about owning a zoo; it is about the power of love — love for
animals, love for family, and love for the community. It demonstrates that with hard work,
compassion, and an unwavering belief in oneself, it is possible to turn dreams into reality and make a
positive impact in the world. As they continue to nurture their zoo and expand their conservation
efforts, the Mee family's story serves as a beacon of hope for aspiring animal lovers everywhere.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the true story behind 'We Bought a Zoo'?
'We Bought a Zoo' is based on the real-life experiences of Benjamin Mee, who purchased a dilapidated
zoo in California to create a new life for his family after the death of his wife.

How did Benjamin Mee come to own a zoo?
Benjamin Mee decided to buy the zoo after struggling to cope with his wife's passing. He saw it as an
opportunity to start anew and to provide a better environment for his children.

Is the movie 'We Bought a Zoo' a faithful adaptation of the
true story?
While the movie captures the essence of Benjamin Mee's experiences, it takes creative liberties for
dramatic effect, including character development and plot details.

What challenges did Benjamin Mee face when running the
zoo?
Benjamin Mee faced numerous challenges, including financial difficulties, animal care issues, and the
need to renovate the aging facilities to meet safety and health standards.

What message does 'We Bought a Zoo' convey?
The film conveys themes of resilience, hope, and the importance of family, illustrating how taking
risks can lead to rewarding experiences.

What animals were featured in the real-life zoo owned by



Benjamin Mee?
The zoo, known as Dartmoor Zoo, featured a variety of animals, including big cats, primates, and farm
animals, showcasing the diversity of wildlife.

Did the Mee family successfully turn the zoo around?
Yes, despite the initial struggles, the Mee family worked hard to improve the zoo, and it eventually
became a popular attraction in the region.

What inspired Benjamin Mee to write the book 'We Bought a
Zoo'?
Benjamin Mee was inspired to write the book to share his unique journey of overcoming grief and the
challenges of zoo ownership, providing insight into the animal care industry.

How has the real Dartmoor Zoo evolved since Benjamin Mee's
ownership?
Dartmoor Zoo has continued to evolve under new management and has focused on conservation
efforts, education, and enhancing visitor experiences since Benjamin Mee sold the zoo.

What impact did the movie have on public interest in zoos?
The movie reignited public interest in zoos, highlighting their role in conservation and animal welfare,
and encouraging people to visit and support local zoological institutions.
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