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We want to do more than survive ebook is a powerful and transformative work that explores the
intersection of survival and thriving in today’s challenging world. Authored by Dr. Dena Simmons, an
educator and advocate for social justice, this ebook delves into the educational landscape,
particularly focusing on the experiences of marginalized communities. It emphasizes that merely
surviving is not enough; individuals and communities must strive for excellence, growth, and
fulfillment. This article will explore the main themes, objectives, and actionable insights presented in
the ebook, as well as its relevance in contemporary society.

Understanding the Core Message

The central premise of We want to do more than survive ebook revolves around the necessity for
educational systems to evolve beyond a survivalist mentality. Dr. Simmons argues that many
students, especially those from marginalized backgrounds, are often conditioned to merely survive in
academic environments that do not foster their holistic development. Instead, she advocates for a
model of education that prioritizes thriving, empowerment, and joy.

The Concept of Thriving vs. Surviving

1. Surviving: In the context of education, survival means navigating through a system designed to
uphold inequities. Students may manage to pass their classes or avoid disciplinary actions, but they
do so at the expense of their well-being and potential.

2. Thriving: Thriving, on the other hand, encompasses a more enriching experience. It includes:
- Emotional and social well-being
- Intellectual growth and curiosity
- Active engagement in learning
- A sense of belonging and community

Dr. Simmons emphasizes that education should not only be about academic success but also about
fostering a supportive environment where students feel valued and capable of achieving their
dreams.

The Role of Educators

Another significant aspect of the ebook is the role educators play in facilitating a thriving
environment for their students. Dr. Simmons outlines several key responsibilities that educators
should embrace:



Creating Safe Spaces

Educators must prioritize creating classrooms that are safe and inclusive. This involves:
- Implementing anti-bullying policies
- Encouraging open dialogue and discussion
- Being aware of the diverse backgrounds of students and adapting teaching strategies accordingly

Empowering Students

Empowerment is at the heart of Dr. Simmons’ vision. Educators can empower students by:
- Encouraging critical thinking and problem-solving skills
- Providing opportunities for student-led initiatives
- Recognizing and celebrating student achievements

Systemic Changes Needed for Thriving

Dr. Simmons argues that individual efforts by educators, while important, are not sufficient.
Systemic changes are necessary to create an environment where all students can thrive.

Policy Reform

1. Equitable Funding: Schools need equitable funding to provide adequate resources, facilities, and
support staff. This means addressing disparities that exist between affluent and under-resourced
schools.

2. Curriculum Overhaul: The curriculum should reflect the diverse stories and histories of all
students. This includes integrating culturally relevant pedagogy that resonates with students'
identities.

3. Social-Emotional Learning (SEL): Implementing SEL programs can help students develop
emotional intelligence and resilience, essential skills for thriving.

Community Engagement

Building strong partnerships with the community can enhance the educational experience.
Suggestions include:
- Collaborating with local organizations to provide support services
- Involving parents in school activities and decision-making processes
- Organizing community events that celebrate cultural diversity



Actionable Steps for Individuals and Communities

The message of We want to do more than survive ebook extends beyond educators and
policymakers. Individuals and communities also play a crucial role in fostering an environment of
thriving.

Personal Development

1. Self-Reflection: Engage in regular self-reflection to understand personal biases and areas for
growth.

2. Continuous Learning: Seek out professional development opportunities that focus on equity,
diversity, and inclusion.

3. Advocacy: Get involved in advocacy efforts that aim to reform educational policies and practices.

Community Building

To cultivate a thriving community, individuals can:
- Host workshops focusing on personal and professional development.
- Create support networks for marginalized groups.
- Develop mentorship programs that connect youth with positive role models.

Conclusion: The Path Forward

In conclusion, We want to do more than survive ebook serves as a clarion call for educators,
policymakers, and communities to reimagine education as a pathway to thriving rather than mere
survival. Dr. Dena Simmons challenges us to recognize the immense potential within every student
and to create systems that nurture that potential. By championing equity, fostering inclusive
environments, and advocating for systemic change, we can ensure that all individuals have the
opportunity to not only survive but to truly thrive.

This ebook is not just a resource for educators; it is a guide for anyone invested in the future of our
communities and the next generation. The insights and recommendations provided by Dr. Simmons
inspire readers to take action, encouraging them to be part of a movement that values and uplifts all
voices in the quest for a more equitable and thriving society. As we reflect on the themes presented
in the ebook, we are reminded that our collective efforts can lead to a brighter future for all.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'We Want to Do More Than
Survive'?
'We Want to Do More Than Survive' explores the systemic injustices faced by marginalized
communities and advocates for a transformative approach to education and social justice.

Who is the author of 'We Want to Do More Than Survive'?
The book is authored by Dr. Bettina L. Love, an influential scholar and educator known for her work
in the fields of education, race, and social justice.

What audience is 'We Want to Do More Than Survive' aimed
at?
The book is aimed at educators, policymakers, and anyone interested in understanding and
dismantling systemic racism and promoting equity in education.

What solutions does the book propose for the issues it
addresses?
Dr. Love proposes a vision of education that is rooted in justice, love, and healing, emphasizing the
need for schools to be spaces that nurture and empower students, particularly those from
marginalized backgrounds.

How does 'We Want to Do More Than Survive' address the
concept of 'survival' in education?
The book critiques the notion of survival as the goal of education for marginalized students, arguing
that it should instead focus on thriving and flourishing within a supportive and equitable system.

What impact has 'We Want to Do More Than Survive' had in
educational circles?
The book has sparked important discussions about equity in education, inspiring educators to
rethink their practices and advocate for systemic change in schools.

Are there any notable quotes from 'We Want to Do More Than
Survive'?
Yes, the book is filled with impactful quotes that emphasize love, justice, and the need for
educational reform, such as Dr. Love's assertion that 'we need to cultivate a culture of love in our
schools.'

What kind of research or evidence does Dr. Love use in the



book?
Dr. Love supports her arguments with a combination of personal anecdotes, historical context, and
contemporary research on education and social justice.

How can readers apply the lessons from 'We Want to Do More
Than Survive' in their own lives?
Readers can apply the lessons by engaging in critical self-reflection, advocating for equitable
practices in their communities, and actively participating in movements aimed at transforming
education and society.
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